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(54) Title: MULTI-DIRECTIONAL SWITCH
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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To provide a clicking mechanism on the central
shaft of a knob without increasing the size of a multi-directional switch in
the radial direction. [Solution] A multi-directional switch (1) is configured
such that when a knob (2) at a neutral position is manipulated and tilted with
respect to a reference axis (X) for the neutral position of the knob, a pressing
part (51) (51A - 51D) located on the side in the manipulation direction
moves in the axial direction of the reference axis (X) so that the pressing part
selectively turns on a tactile switch (A - D) (switching element) correspond-
ing to the pressing part (51) (51A - 51D) that moved. Four tactile switches
(A - D) and four pressing parts (51) (51A - 51D) are respectively provided
circumferentially around the reference axis (X) at an interval of 90 degrees,
and a pressing part (51) (51A - 51D) and another pressing part (51) (51A -
51D) adjacent thereto in the circumferential direction of the reference axis
(X) are connected to each other via a flexible connection piece (55) that is
formed into a corrugated shape when viewed from a radial direction of the
reference axis (X).
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