May 9, 1933. G. M. GRAHAM 1,907,790

. HOOD FASTENER

Filed March 29, 1930

INVENTOR

E@nﬁgﬂ 2, Eres Fomara

BY

7= A

ATTORNEYS



Patented May 9, 1933

UNITED STATES

1,907,790

PATENT OFFICE

; GEORGE M. GRAHAM, OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN, ASSIGNOR TO KENT-MOORE ORGANI-
- ZATION, INC., OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN, A CORPORATION OF MICHIGAN

JI00D FASTENER

Application filed March 29, 1930. Serial No. 439,877.

The present invention pertains to a novel
fastenier for the hood of a motor vehicle, and
the principal object of the invention 1s to
provide a simple and inexpensive device of

5 this character consisting essentially of a

suitably shaped single piece of spring wire.
- Still another object of the invention is to
provide a hood fastener concealed within
the hood with the exception of one end that
10 is exposed for operating purposes. )

‘In accordance with these objects, the in-
vention comprises a piece of spring wire hav-
ing one end rigidly secured to the frame
within the hood, the wire passing through a

15 slot in the hood and having its outer end
exposed and formed so that it may readily
be engaged by the finger of the user. The
wire 1s bent in such a manner as to have a
downward pressure on the hood to hold the

20 same against the frame or sill. Moreover,
the portion of the wire passing through the
hood is sloped downwardly and cutwardly
with respect to the sill, and this sloped por-
tion. further draws the hood against the

* 25 usual stop member mounted upon the sill.

The invention is fully disclosed by way of
example in the following description and in
the accompanying drawing in which—

Figure 1 is a section or perspective view of

35 the device applied to the motor vehicle;

Fig. 2 is a corresponding vertical section;

Fig. 8 is a section or perspective view of
a modified construction;

Fig. 4 is a vertical section of another mod-
ification; and

Fig. 5 is a detail elevation of one side of
the hood, showing a different position of the
slot.

Reference to these views will now be had
by use of like characters which are employed
to designate corresponding parts through-
out.

In the several figures of the drawing, the
numeral 1 indicates the sill or frame of an
automobile engageable by a hinged hood
member 2 in the usual manner. Upon the
sill is mounted a stop 3 adapted for engage-
ment by the inner surface of the hood mem-
ber 2 also in the usual manner.

The fastener constituting the present in-
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vention consists of a single .piece of wire 4
having one end secured upon the sill 1
within the hood in any suitable manner, as
by means of a clip 5. Near this end, the wire
has a spring bend 6 which places the re-
mainder of the wire under tension down-
wardly toward the sill. Proceeding from
the bend, the wire has a downward and out-
ward slope 7 and terminates at its other end
in a finger-engaging loop 8.

Adjacent the spring, the hood is formed
with a slot 9 extending from the lower edge
and having a return downward bend 10.
The bend 1s preferably in strict alignment
with the anchored end of the wire trans-
versely of the vehicle. In entering or re-
moving the wire with respect to the return
bend 10, it will be evident that the wire may
readily be sprung lengthwise of the hood.,
In the operative position shown more clearly
in Fig. 1, the sloped portion 7 is seated in
the portion 10 of the slot and obviously
bears downwardly against the lower end
wall of the portion 10 by reason of the bend
6 in the wire, as previously indicated,
whereby the hood is held against the sill.
Moreover, the downward and outward
sloped portion 7 engaging the bottom end
wall of the return bend 10 draws the hood
against the stop 3. In this manner the wire,
because of its peculiar shape, performs the
double function of holding the hood down-
wardly upon the sill and inwardly against
the stop. :

Figure 8 shows a modified econstruction
wherein the wire is anchored by means of
a separate foot 11 which may be welded or -
otherwise secured upon the sill. : The mem-
ber 11 has a socket 12 receiving one end of
the spring wire which is bent at 13 and
sioped downwardly at 14 in the manner de-
scribed in connection with Figs. 1 and 2.
IFor the purpose of providing a better out-
ward appearance, the remaining extremity
of the wire is fitted with a separate finger
piece 15. It will be seen that the portion
of the device passing through the hood is
the shank 16 of the finger piece, but this
shank is disposed as a prolongation of the
sloped portion 14 and therefore has the same -100
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action ag if it were integral with the portion
14. The member 16 in fact is to be consid-
ered as a continuation of the portion 14 and
the equivalent of an integral extension
thereof.

In the modification shown in Fig. 4, the
spring wire 20 has its inner end preferably
flattened at 21 and secured directly to the sill
by means of a stud.22.. The wire is formed
with a bend 23 and sloping portion 24 simi-
lar to the parts 6 and 7 in Figs. 1 and 2.
As in Fig. 3, the hood-engaging portion eof
the device is the shank 26 of a separate finger
piece 25. As stated in connection with Fig.
3, the shank has the same action as if it were
integral with the sloping portion 24 and is
to be considered as the equivalent of an
integral portion. :

Figure 5 shows a’modified construction
wherein the fasténer is adapted: to be en-
gaged with the hood through the vertical
edge rather than the lower edge. The hood
97 therefore has a slot 28 extending hori-
zontally frem the vertical edge and having
a return bent or downward portion 29 cor-
responding to the portion 10 described in
Figs. 1 and 2.

Although specific embodiments of the in-
vention have been illustrated and described,
it will be apparent that various alterations
in the details of construction may be made
without departing from the scope of the
invention as indicated by the appended
clainis.

What I claim is: =

1. In combination with a support and a
relatively movable closure member adapted
to engage the same, a spring metal member
having ene end rigidly secured to said sup-
port, said closure member having a slot
through which 4 portion of said metal mem-
ber is adapted to pass, said slot having a
blind end and anether end opening at an
edge of said clesure member, said metal
member being bent’ to bear on said closure
membeér in the direction toward said sup-

ort. o :

P 9; In combination with a suppert and a
relatively movable closure member adapted
to-engage the same, a spring metal member
having ‘one end rigidly secured to said sup-
port, said ‘closure member having a slot
throngh whi¢h a portion of said metal mem-
ber is adapted to pass, said slot having a
blind end and another end opening at an
edge of said closure member, said portion
being sloped toward said supporting mem-
ber, said metal member being-bent to bear
on said closure member in the direction to-
ward said support, '

3. Tn combination with a support and a
relatively movable closure member adapted
to-engage the same, a spring metal member
having one end rigidly secured to said sup-

"85 port, said closure member having a slot
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through which a portion of said metal mem-
ber is adapted to pass, said slot having a
biind end and another end opening at an
edge of said closure member, said portion be-
ing sloped toward said supporting member,
said metal member being bent te bear on
said closure member in the direction toward
said support, and a stop on said support be-
tween the secured end of said metal member
and said closure member and engageable by
said closure member.

4. In combination with a support and a
relatively movable closure member adapted
to engage the same, a-spring metal member
having one end rigidly secured to said sup-
port, said closure member having a return
bend slot through which a portion of said
metal member is adapted to pass, said slot
having a blind end and another end epening
at an edge of said closure member said
metal member being bent to bear on said
closure member in the direction toward said
support.

5. In combination with a support and a
relatively movable closure member adapted
to engage the same, a spring metal member
having one end rigidly secured to said sup-
port, said closure member having a return
bend slot through which a pertion of said
metal member is adapted to pass, said slot
having a blind end and another end opening
at an edge of said closure member sard por-
tion being sioped toward said saupporting
member, said metal member being bent to
bear on said closure member in the direction
toward said support.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

GEORGE M. GRAHAM.
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