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STRUCTURE
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(12 Lynwood Drive, Westhbury, N.¥Y, 11590)
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4 Claims. (CL 297—17)

This invention relates to the comversion of a chair
structure into a usable luggage configuration.

The primary object of the instant invention resides in
the provision of a simplified beach chair-luggage carrier
article of novel character and of improved utility.

Another object of the invention is to provide an article
usable in a beach chair configuration and which is capa-
ble of being folded into a lugage configuration, the latter
being usable for luggage carrying purposes.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a unique foldable beach chair whereby the latter may be
variably foldable to form a luggage case of conventional
configuration.

A still further object of the invention resides in the
provision of a beach chair having novel back-portion
support means.

Another general object of the present invention resides
in the provision of an article of the foregoing character
which is light in weight, economical of manufacture,
easily and quickly converted from one form to the other,
durable, and highly effective in use.

Other objects and advantages of the instant inter-
changeable luggage-chair structure will be set forth in
part hereinafter and in part will be obvious herefrom,
or may be learned by practice of the invention, the same
being realized and attained by means of the structure
defined and pointed out in the appended claims.

The accompanying drawings referred to herein and
constituting a part hereof, illustrate the invention and
together with the description, serve to explain the prin-
ciples thereof. Similar reference characters refer to
corresponding parts and elements throughout the several
figures.

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the article in its
complete beach chair configuration;

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view showing the entire
frame structure only, of the beach chair form;

FIGURE 3 is a plan elevational view of the operative
beach chair configuration;

FIGURE 4 is a side elevational view of the beach
chair as illustrated supported upon a surface;

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
view of the double hinge used in connecting the leg-rest
portion to the seat portion;

FIGURE 6 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
view showing the pivotal connection of the seat and
intermediate or back portions and the detail of the lock-
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ing means and support means used for supporting the

back portion at the desired angle;

FIGURE 7 is a sectional elevation showing the article
folded into its lugage configuration whereby the obverse
side of the beach chair seat portion serves as an outside
face of the article in its luggage configuration;

FIGURE 8 is a sectional elevation view of the luggage
carrier wherein the reverse side of the beach chair seat
portion serves as an outside face of the article in its
luggage configuration;

FIGURE 9 illustrates the pivotability of the arm-rest
and first support means with respect to the seat portion
frame structure;

FIGURE 10 is a cross sectional view of the first sup-
port means and the support securement mechanism used
for lockingly positioning said means with respect to the
seat portion frame structure; and
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FIGURE 11 is a fragmentary perspective view showing
the telescopic association of the extensible means and
the first support means and the coaction of the second
support means with said extensible means.

In accordance with the foregoing and with reference
now to the accompanying drawings, it will be appreciated
that the article designated generally by numeral 1 is
usable as a beach chair and the article in the form gen-
erally designated by numeral 2 is usable as a luggage
carrier.

With particular reference to FIGURES 1-4, the article
1 will be seen to include seat portion 4, the latter having
obverse and reverse sides 6 and 8, respectively, and a
frame structure 10 to which said seat portion is attached.
Chair legs or support means 12 are attached to said
frame structure 10 as shown by support securement
means 14, said legs being normally downwardly extend-
ing from said frame structure for supporting said seat
portion above a surface 16, as shown in FIGURE 4.
Arm-rest means 18 which serve to support the arms of
a person seated within the chair are similarly secured
to said frame structure 10 by arm-rest securement means
20, said arm-rest means being normally extended up-
wardly of said frame structure as shown.

Support means 12 and arm-rest means 18 are both
preferably adapted for at least 180° movement with
respect to said frame structure 16 as indicated in FIG-
URE 9, said respective securement means 14 and 20
being adapted to lock support means 12 and arm-rest
means 18 in either the vertically upward or vertically
downward position at the selection of the user of the
article, all of said positions being illustrated in FIG-
URE 9 with respect to frame structure 18. To accom-
plish these ends, securement means 14 and 20, both of
which are identical are constructed in accordance with
the disclosure of FIGURE 10 which is particularly
directed to securement means 14 and support means 12.
Therein as shown, indents 22 and 24 provided . 180°
apart internally of sleeve-like securement means 14 will
receive balls 26 which are biased outwardly of the center
of frame structure 10 by spring 28. Thus leg support
12 may be locked in the vertical upward or downward
position as aforedescribed. Arm-rest means 18, as above
stated are similarly pivotable and lockable. Therefore,
it will be observed that respective pairs of arm-rests 18
and leg support 12 will lie in substantially the same
planes, when in the vertical upward or downward locked
positions as can be seen in FIGURE 3.

As support for the back of a person seated within the
chair configuration, back portion. 36 is provided, the
latter being attached to frame structure 32, Said seat
and back portion frame structures are pivotally connected
at 34 by pins 36, as typically shown in FIGURES 1 and
7, frame structure 32 and the back portion attached there-
to is adapted to fold along a line 38 disposed distance D
from the pivotal connection of said seat and back por-
tion frame structures. The folding or pivoting operation
is enabled by pivot pins 40, which are the bent free ends
of U-shaped back portion support means 42 to be de-
scribed in further detail hereinbelow. Thus, when the
back portion is folded, a separate section or intermediate
portion designated generally by numeral 44 is defined,
said section lying between the pivotal connection 34 and
fold line 38. The distance D, it will be observed, is
slightly greater than space S between said seat portion 4
and surface 16 when the former is supported above the
latter.

For the purpose of restraining said back portion frame
structure against pivotability at 40 or foldability along
imaginary line 38 illustrated in FIGURE 1, locking means
member 46 is provided, said locking means being in the
form of a slidable sleeve having a split region 48 whereby
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pins 40 will be avoided when said member is slid there-
over to preclude folding of said back portion frame struc-
ture 32 as previously described. Thus, the locking mem-
ber 46 is selectively positionable to accomplish such re-
straint against folding or pivotability and causes the en-
tire back portion including the separately foldable section
44 to remain rigid.

Support member 42, ends 46 of which serve as the pivot
pins aforedescribed, extends pivotally from said back por-
tion frame structure 32 and can therefore be folded with-
in the side elements of frame structure 32 to thereby as-
sume a parallel attitude therewith as shown more par-
ticularly in FIGURES 7 and 8, such parallelism being re-
quired when the article is in its luggage configuration as
shown in said figures. Said support member when in the
extended position being capable of supporting said back
portion in a desired angular position when said article is
in its chair configuration, may be directly embedded with-
in surface 16, where e.g., said surface is sand. Extensible
members 58, which are telescopically contained within
support members 12, will when withdrawn from said sup-
port. members, be adjustably positionable as shown in
FIGURE 11, to reach beneath said back portion and in
spaced relation therewith whereby, end 5Z of support
member 42 which is removably securable within notches
54 of said extensible member 58, will support said back
portion as shown in FIGURES 1, 2 and 4,

Curtain members or closure means 56 depending pe-
ripherally of the sides of said back portion frame struc-
ture 32 and curtain member or closure means 58 de-
pending from the rear of said back portion frame strue-
ture as shown in cross section in FIGURE 4 are each
provided with fastening members 68 such as snaps as
shown on each side adjacently the lower edges 62 there-
of. These fastening members coacis with a second set of
fastening members 64 which are shown suitably provided
on the sides and forward end of said seat portion frame
structure 16 to retain said curtain members in position
when serving as three of the side faces of the article when
in the luggage configuration. As shown in FIGURES 7
and 8 of the drawings, the article can be folded two ways
to form the luggage configuration. In the form shown in
FIGURE 7, the arm-rest members 1§ are folded and
locked in the downward position whereby observe side 6
of the seat portion 4 forms the top face of the luggage ar-
ticle. Where as in FIGURE 8, support members 12 are
pivoted and locked in the upward position, reverse side
§ of said seat portion 4 forms the bottom face of the
luggage article. The back portion 30 is accordingly
folded either of two ways where as in FIGURE 7 said
back portion 3¢ forms the bettom face and in FIGURE
8 where said back portion forms the top face of the
luggage. The curtain members, it will be understood,
have either surface exposed when used as side faces in
the luggage configuration depending upon the manner
in which the arm-rest support member and the back por-
tions are folded.

Leg-rest portion 70 which has a frame structure 72 is
similarly foldable in a dual manner with respect to said
seat portion for the purpose of converting the article from
the chair to the luggage configuration. The double hinge
assembly illustrated in detail in FIGURE 5 discloses a
preferable means for accomplishing such alternate fold-
ing feature. That is, frame structure 72 is pivotally con-
nected to frame structure 1€ at two points 74 and 76,
link 78 establishing the floating connection which pro-
vides the necessary motion to enable leg-rest portion 79
to fold below or above frame structure 19 and in paral-
lelism therewith as shown in FIGURES 7 and 8, respec-
tively. A leg-rest end support member 80 is provided and
may as shown be folded within said leg-rest frame by dint
of the pivotal connection at 82.

Although the preferred embodiment of the interchange-
able luggage-chair structure has been described, it will
be understood that the foregoing detailed description is
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exemplary and that various changes may be made in the
shape of the article, the materials of construction, the
frame-structure may be tubular or solid, circular of cross-
section as shown or otherwise suitably shaped, the seat,
back and leg-rest portions may be fabric, synthetic or
natural or of other suitable sheet material, and that other
modificatiors may be made by those skilled in the art
without actually departing from the invention. The ap-
pended claims, therefore, are intended to cover all such
equivalent variations as fall within the true spirit and
scope of the foregoing disclosure.

What is claimed is: .

1. In an article usable in one configuration as a beach-
chair and usable in another configuration as a luggage-
carrier having top and bottom faces and side faces, the
combination comprised of a seat portion having obverse
and reverse sides and a frame structure, first support
means secured to and extending from said frame structure
for supporting said seat portion above a surface, support
securement means attaching said first support means t¢
said frame structure for lockingly positioning said first
support means in either vertically upward or vertically
downward relation with respect to said seat portion, arm-
rest means secured to and extending from said frame struc-
ture for supporting the arms of a person seated upon said
article, arm-rest securement means attaching said arm-
rest means to said frame structure for lockingly positions
ing said arm-rest means vertically upward or vertically
downward with respect to said seat portion, said armi-
rest and first support means being in substantially the
same planes, respectively, when in the vertical upward
or downward locked positions, a back portion having a
frame structure, the frame structures of said seat and back
portions being pivotally connected, said back portion
frame structure being foldable along a line infermediate
the ends thereof, the distance between said line and pivotal
connection of said seat and back portion frame structuies
defining a separate section, said distance being slightly
greater than the space between said seat portion and said
surface when the former is standing upon the latter, lock-
ing means for restraining said back portion frame structure
against folding along said line, said locking means being
selectively positionable to accomplish such restraint
against folding, second support means extending from said
back portion frame structure, said second suppoit means
being pivotally connected to said back portion and ¢apa-

te of assuming parallelism with respect thereto, said secw
ond support means, when in its extended position, being
capable of supporting said back portion in a desired angu-
lar position when said article is in its chair configuration,
curtain members depending peripherally of said back pot-
tion frame structure; said curtain members having first
fastener means located adjacently the edges thereof, ex=
tensible means telescopically associated with said first sup-~
port means, said extensible means, when extended being
adapted to reach beneath said back portion and in spaced
rel_ation therewith, an end of said second supporf smieans
being removably securable to said extensible means for
supporting said back portion when the article is in its
chair configuration, a leg-rest portion having a frame
struqture, the frame structures of said seat and leg-rest
portions being pivotably connected, said leg-rest portion
b.emg folldable into parallel superposition with respect to
ext.her said obverse or reverse sides of said seat portion,
said seat and back portions serving as the top and boitom
fac;es of said article when in its luggage configuration,
said separate section of said back portion serving as a side
fag:e of safd article when in its luggage configuration and
said curtain members serving as the remaining side faces
of said article when in its luggage configuration, second
fastener _means provided on said seat portion frame struc-
ture, said first and second fastener means being coop-
erab}e to retain said curtain members in position when
serving as said remaining side faces.

2: In an article usable in one configuration as a beach
chair and usable in another configuration as a luggage-
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carrier having top and bottom faces and side faces, the
combination comprised of a seat portion having a frame
structure, first support means secured to and extending
from said frame structure for supporting said seat por-
tion spacedly above a surface, support securement means
attaching said first support means to said frame structure
for lockingly positioning said first support means in verti-
cally downward relation with respect to said seat portion,
arm-rest means secured to and extending from said frame
structure for supporting the arms of a person seated upon
said beach chair, arm-rest securement means attaching said
arm-rest means to said frame structure for lockingly posi-
tioning said arm-rest means vertically upward or vertically
downward with respect to said seat portion, said arm-rest
and first support means being in substantially the same
plane when said arm-rest is in the vertical upward or
downward locked positions, a back portion having a frame
structure, the frame structures of said seat and back por-
tions being pivotally connected, said back portion frame
structure being adapted to fold along a line disposed a
distance from the pivotal connection of said seat and back
portion frame structures to, when folded, define a sepa-
rate section intermediate said pivotal connection and the
fold, said distance being slightly greater than the space
between said seat portion and said surface when the
former is supported above the latter, locking means for
restraining said back portion frame structure against
pivotability, said locking means being selectively position-
able to accomplish such restraint against pivotability, sec-
ond support means adapted to support said back portion
in a desired angular position when said article is in its
chair configuration, curtain members depending periph-
erally of said back portion, a leg-rest portion having a
frame structure, said leg-rest portion being adapted for
removable placement in superposition with respect to said
seat portion, said seat and back portions serving as the
top and bottom faces of said article when in its luggage
configuration, said separate section of said back portion
serving as a side face of said article when in its luggage
configuration and said curtain members serving as the
remaining side faces of said article when in its luggage
configuration, and curtain member fastening means for
securing said curtain members to a frame structure when
the article is in its luggage configuration.

3. In an article usable in one configuration as a beach
chair and usable in another configuration as a luggage-
carrier having top, bottom and side faces, the combina-
tion comprised of a seat portion having a frame structure,
first support means secured to and extending from said
frame structure for supporting said seat portion spacedly
above a surface, arm-rest means secured to and extend-
ing from said frame structure for supporting the arms of
a person seated upon said beach-chair, arm-rest secure-
ment means attaching said arm-rest means to said frame
structure for lockingly positioning said arm-rest means
vertically upward or vertically downward with respect to
said seat portion, said arm-rest and first support means
being in substantially the same plane when said arm-rest
is in the vertical upward or downward locked positions, a
back portion having a frame structure, the frame struc-
tures of said seat and back portions being pivotally con-
nected, said back portion frame structure being adapted to
fold at a distance from said pivotal connection to, when
folded, define a separate section intermediate said pivotal
connection and the fold, said distance being slightly greater
than the space between said seat portion and said surface
when the former is supported above the latter locking
means for restraining said back portion frame structure
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against folding upon itself, said locking means being se-
lectively positionable to accomplish such restraint against
folding, second support means adapted to support said
back portion in a desired angular position when said arti-
cle is in its chair configuration, a leg-rest portion having
a frame structure, said leg-rest portion being adapted for
removable placement in superposition with respect to said
seat portion, said seat and back portions serving as the
top and bottom faces of said article when in its Juggage
configuration, said separate section of said back portion
serving as a side face of said article when in the luggage
configuration, and closure means, said closure means be.
ing adapted to cover the remaining side faces of said arti-
cle when in its luggage configuration.

4. In an article usable in one configuration as a beach-
chair and wsable in another configuration as a luggage
article having top, bottom and side faces, the combination
comprised of a seat portion having a frame structure, first
support means secured to and extending from said seat
portion frame structure for supporting said seat portion
spacedly -above a surface, said first support means being
pivotable through 180° with respect to said seat portion,
single securement means adapted to lock said first sup-
port means in either a vertically upward or vertically
downward position with respect to said seat portion, where-
by the Inggage configuration can be formed whether said
support means is locked in the vertically upward or down-
ward positions, a back portion having a frame structure,
the frame structure of said seat and back portions being
pivotally connected, said back portion frame structure be-
ing adapted to fold at a distance from said pivotal con-
nection to, when folded, defined a separate section inter-
mediate said pivotal connection and the fold, said distance
being slightly greater than the space between said seat
portion and said surface when the former is supported
above the latter, second support means adapted to sup-
port said back portion in a desired angular position when
said article is in its chair configuration, said seat and back
portions serving as the top and bottom faces of said arti-
cle when in its luggage configuration, said intermediate
section serving as a side face of said article when in the
luggage configuration, and closure means, said closure
means being adapted to cover the remaining side faces of
said article when in its luggage configuration.
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