
2,964,344 

2 Sheets-Sheet 

S, RICH. 
LATCH FOR SLIDING PANELS 

Original Filed Oct. 18, 1956 

Dec. 13, 1960 

NSN 

YANYANYIKA 
ZYZ272 

INVENTOR. 
SAMUEL RCH 

ATTORNEYS 

  

  

  

    

    

  

    

    

  

  

  

    

    

  
  

  

  



2,964,344 S. RICH 

LATCH FOR SLIDING 

Original Filed Oct. 18, 1956 

Dec. 13, 1960 m 
PANELS 

INVENTOR, 

SAMUEL RCH 

ATTORNEYS 

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

  





2,984,344 
3 

45 so that the hook is cleared by the opening 44, and then 
manual movement or pressure upon the handles can slide 
the panel in a direction away from the jamb. This is 
illustrated in Fig. 6. 

This invention may be further developed within the 
scope of the following attached claims. Accordingly, it 
is desired that the foregoing description be read as being 
merely illustrative of an operating embodiment of this 
invention and not in a strictly limiting sense. 

I now claim: 
1. A latch construction for use in securing a vertically 

arranged leading edge of a panel to a frame member 
and wherein the leading edge is provided with a channel 
opening outwardly of it, comprising an elongated, U 
shaped in cross-section latching member vertically ar 
ranged within the channel with the base of the U-shaped 
member being at the opening of the channel and the legs 
thereof fitted deeply into the channel, and a slot formed 
in the base for engaging a latching hook secured to the 
frame member, the latching member being vertically 
slidable upwardly and downwardly in the channel and 
means limiting the movement of the latching member, 
said means comprising a vertically elongated narrow slot 
formed in the side of the leading edge and communi 
cating with the channel therein, a handle arranged at the 
side of the leading edge and having an elongated, ver 
tically arranged, inner portion passed through the slot and 
connected to the latching member, the inner portion being 
slightly shorter in length than the leading edge slot but 
being substantially the same width as the leading edge slot 
whereby the handle may be slid upwardly and down 
wardly within its slot to move the latching member and 
to guide the latching member against movement in a di 
rection other than vertical, and wherein the latching 
member anchors the handle to the leading edge so that 
the handle may be moved to thus move the panel. 

2. A construction as defined in claim 1 and including 
a compression Spring means fixed to the leading edge 
within the channel and engaging the bottom edge of the 
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4. 
latching member and normally urging the latching mem 
ber upwardly to the point where the top of the handle 
inner portion engages the top of the slot in the leading 
edge. 

3. A latch construction for use in a panel leading edge 
having an outwardly, endwise opening channel formed 
therein and two side walls defining the outside of the 
channel, comprising an elongated U-shaped in cross 
section latching member fitted into the channel with its 
legs inwardly of the channel and its base at the opening 
of the channel, and a hook receiving aperture formed in 
the base; means for guiding and supporting the member 
for movement only in the direction of the length of the 
leading edge, said means comprising an elongated slot 
formed in each of the walls of the channel, the slot being 
alined and extending along the length of the leading 
edge, a handle having a handle portion arranged on each 
side of the channel and having an inner portion passing 
through both slots and through the channel and connected 
to the latching member, the inner portion being flat and 
elongated and of a length slightly less than the length of 
the slots and of a width which is substantially the same 
as the slot widths, and spring means, arranged in the 
channel and coacting with the latch member to normally 
urge the member in one direction wherein an end of the 
inner portion contacts the corresponding end of the slots, 
whereby the latching member may be slid against the 
spring action along the length of the leading edge until 
the opposite end of the inner portion contacts its corre 
sponding slot ends and whereby the latching member 
anchors the handle to the leading edge for moving the 
panel. 
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