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To all whof, it noty concert: 
Beit known that I, OVE LAURETX OLSEN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in Chi 
cago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Sewing-Machine Needles, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to a sewing 

machine needle that is split from its eye up 
ward to a point beyond the point to which it 
penetrates in sewing, so that it may be easily 
and quickly threaded by inserting the thread 
into the slit at the top thereof and drawing 
it down to the eye. The slit is generally ar 
ranged at one side of the longitudinal center 
of the needle, so that one of the two result 
ing divisions (herein called the “slab”) is 
more slender and flexible than the other di 
vision (herein called the “main body;”) and 
the principal object of the present invention 
is to provide means for bracing and sustain 
ing both the main body and the slab as 
against strains put upon them either by the 
act of thrusting the needle into the goods or 
withdrawing it therefrom. To this end each 
of these two divisions-i. e., the main body 
and the slab-is provided with two abrupt 
shoulders, one presented upward and the 
other downward, and the shoulders of the 
two divisions engage each other, so that each 
is braced against the other. Preferably the 
shoulders of the slab are the result of an en 
largement thereoin, while the shoulders of 
the main body are the result of a notch or re 
cess therein, the enlargement and notch be 
ing so disposed with relation to each other 
that the former can enter and fit snugly with 
in the latter. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide means for facilitating the introduction 
of the thread into the slit, and to this end the 
slab is provided with an extension or pro 
longation which proceeds laterally from the 
main body a sufficient distance to enable the 
thread to be easily looped over it. 

In the accompanying drawings, which are 
made a part of this specification, Figure 1 is 
an elevation, on an enlarged scale, of a nee 
dle embodying the invention. Fig. 2 is a 
transverse section thereof. Fig. 3 is an en 
larged elevation of a fragment of the needle. 
As will be plainly seen from the drawings, 

the needle has a longitudinal slit which ex 
tends from its eye A upward to a point above 
the point to which the needle penetrates in 
the process of sewing, resulting in two longi 
tudinal divisions B and C-the main body 
and slab, respectively. The slit is disposed 
at one side of the longitudinal center of the 
needle, so that the slab C is more slender 
and flexible than the main body B. The 
longitudinal line of the slit is also at one side 
of the eye, and the slit opens into the eye at 
the bottom thereof, thus resulting in a de 
pending tongue D, which is disposed between 
the eye and the slit and forms, in fact, one side 
of the eye, said tongue being continued down 
ward far enough to leave only sufficient space 
for the thread to pass into the eye. The slab 
C is provided at its upper end with a pro 
longation C", which proceeds laterally with 
respect to the needle and is preferably de 
flected upward near its outer end, the object 
of said prolongation being to facilitate the 
introduction of the thread into the upper end 
of the slit. 
E is an enlargement on the slab C, which 

provides an abrupt shoulder e, presented up 
ward, and an abrupt shoulder e", presented 
downward, said enlargement being adapted 
to enter and occupy a corresponding depres 
sion in the main body B, which provides an 
abrupt shoulder b, presented downward, and 
an abrupt shoulder b', presented upward, all 
of said shoulders being substantially paral 
lel with each other and substantially perpen 
dicular to the length of the needle. With 
this arrangement the shoulders b and e will 
engage each other and the shoulders b' and 
e' will engage each other, and in this way 
both the main body and the slab of the nee: 
dle Will be sustained against strains put upon 
them either as the result of inserting or with 
drawing the needle, each being braced by the 
other. 

It is found in practice that a needle con 
structed as above described may be threaded 
with the utmost facility. In fact, it is the 
work of only an instant to loop the thread over 
the extension or prolongation C and draw it 
into the slit and thence downward through 
the slit and into the eye. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 

75 

95 

OO 

  



2 738,537 

A sewing-machine needle having a slit lo- said enlargement and providing substantially 
cated at one side of its longitudinal center parallel shoulders one presented upward and 
and communicating at its lower end with the the other downward, said enlargement being 15 
eye and proceeding upward therefrom to a adapted to enter and fill the recess so that 

5 point above the point to which the needle the shoulders engage each other, all of said 
penetrates in the process of sewing, the slab shoulders being substantially perpendicular 
resulting from the division being provided to the length of the needle, substantially as 
near its upper end with an enlargement pro- described. 
viding substantially parallel shoulders one OVE LAURETX OLSEN. 

1o presented upward and the other downward Witnesses: 
and the main body of the needle being pro- S. ARTHUR WALTHER, 
vided with a notch or recess located opposite GIDEON F. LANAGHEN. 

  


