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(57) Abstract: A surface light source device is provided with a light source, a light guide body, and a reflective section. The light
guide body has a first main surface and a second main surface, allows light emitted from the light source to enter the light guide
body, and causes the light to be totally reflected between the first main surface and the second main surface to allow the light to
propagate within the light guide body. The reflective section reflects a part of the light propagating within the light guide body, the
part of the light being emitted from the second main surface, to change the direction of travel of the part of the light and causes the
part of the light to again enter the light guide body and exit from the first main surface. The reflective section is provided with a con -
cave mirror and a light permeable section. The concave mirror has a reflective surface facing the second main surface of the light
guide body and is formed in a shape having a focal point within a plane which is parallel to the direction of propagation of the light
and which is perpendicular to the second main surface. The light permeable section is in contact with the second main surface of the
light guide body and is provided at a position including the focal point of the concave mirror. The light permeable section allows a
part of the light propagating within the light guide body and reaching the second main surface, the part of the light passing through
the focal point or the vicinity of the focal point, to pass through the light permeable section and exit toward the reflective surface of
the concave mitror.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

: I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-14, 16 and 17

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The matter common to the inventions of claims 1 to 14, 16, and 17
and the invention of claim 15 is “a surface light source device comprising
a light source, a 1ight guide body, a concavemirror, anda light permeable
section provided at a position at which the light permeable section is
in contact with the light guide body and which includes the focal point
of the concave mirror”.

However, the search reveals that such a surface light source device
is disclosed in document (JP 2006-093104 A (Seiko Instruments Inc.),
06 April 2006 (06.04.2006), paragraph [0065]; fig. 9 & US 2006/0062016
Al & CN 001740846 A) (“the light source (1)” of the document corresponds
to “the light source” of the surface light source device, and in the
same way, “the light guide plate (2)” corresponds to “the light guide
body”, “the ellipse (AC, BD) of the light incident body (3)” corresponds
to “the concave mirror”, “the light-guide-body incident section (27)
provided at a position at which the light-guide-body incident section
(27) is in contact with the light guide plate (2) and which includes
the focal point (F2) of the ellipse (AC, BD)” corresponds to “the light
permeable section provided at a position at which the light permeable
section is in contact with the light guide body and which includes the
focal point of the concave mirror”). As a consequence, the surface light
source device has no novelty, and the common matter (the surface light
source device) 1is not a special technical feature within the meaning
of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence.

Since there is no other common matter, which is considered to be a
special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
sentence, betweenthe inventionsof claims1-14, 16and 17 andthe invention
of claim 15, any technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule
13 cannot be found among those different inventions.

Consequently, it is obwvious that the inventions of claims 1-14, 16
and 17 and the invention of claim 15 do not comply with unity of invention.
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