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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MERRICK F. MILLER, OF INDIANOLA, IOWA. 

ADJUSTABLE ROD FOR SHELVES. 

No. 808,611. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 26, 9 5. 

Application filed January 16, 1905, Serial No. 241.225, 

To all, athlon v it naily conce77. 
Be it known that I, MERRICK F. MILLER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at In 
dianola, in the county of Warren and State 
of Iowa, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Adjustable Rods for Shelves, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

an adjustable rod for shelves of simple, dura 
ble, and inexpensive construction with which 
rolls of paper and other articles may be held 
in position upon the shelf on which they are 
placed when this shelf is but partially filled 
with rolls of paper or other articles, and, fur 
ther, to provide a device which is adapted for 
use between shelves the distance between 
which varies a certain amount, and, further, 
to provide a device of this character which 
can be positively locked in position between 
the shelves and which will not be affected by 
the weight of the articles on the shelves above. 
My invention consists in certain details in 

the construction, arrangement, and combina 
tion of the various parts of the device where 
by the objects contemplated are attained, as 
hereinafter more fully set forth, pointed out 
in my claim, and illustrated in the accompa 
nying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a detail sectional view of the 
device, showing the arrangement of parts, the 
central portion of the rod being broken away 
in this view; and Fig. 2 is a detail view show 
ing the way in which the adjustable rods are 
placed in position between the shelves to hold 
wall-paper rolls in position on the shelves 
and also one of these rods holding books in 
position on the shelves when these shelves 
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are but partially filled. Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
I have used the reference-numeral 10 to indi 
cate the rod which forms the body of my de 
vice. Rigidly attached to one end of this rod 
is a metallic cap 11, having a pointed outer 
end 12, which pointed outer end is designed 
to engage and enter slightly one of the shelves 
in the manner hereinafter designated. In the 
other end of the rod 10 from that to which 
the cap 11 is attached I have provided a cen 
tral opening 13. Firmly attached to this end 
of the rod 10 and outside of the rod and around 
the opening I have provided a cap 14, which 
has a screw - threaded opening 15 leading 
through it and in line with the opening 13. 
In the screw-threaded opening 15 I have pro 
vided a screw 16, the inner portion of which 
is designed to enter the opening 13. The outer 

end of the screw 16 is provided with a rough 
ened head or surface 17, which roughened 
head or surface 17 is designed to engage one 
of the shelves between which the rod is de 
signed to be placed. When the roughened 
head or surface 17 is placed in engagement 
with either of the shelves and is held in en 
gagement there with by a person holding the 
rod 10, it will be seen that by turning this 
rod in one direction the rod 10 will be moved 
in a direction away from the roughened head 
or surface 17 and in turning this in the op 
posite direction the rod will be moved toward 
this portion of the device, as the screw 16 acts 
on the screw-threaded cap 14 to move the rod 
upwardly or downwardly when the rod is 
turned. In practical use and assuming that the rolls 
of wall-paper are in a compartment upon a 
shelf and that these rolls do not fill the com 
partment, the rolls are placed on top of each 
other and the operator places the roughened 
head or surface 17 upon the shelf 18 and 
then turns the rod in the direction to unscrew 
the screw 16, and as this operation is con 
tinued the pointed portion 12 of the cap 11 
will engage the shelf 19, and as the turning 
movement of the rod is continued this pointed 
portion will enter the shelf 19 and the rough 
ened surface will also engage firmly and pos 
sibly enter the shelf 18 and will be held firmly 
in position between the shelves, so that the 
rolls of paper will be supported in the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 2. The same result is ac 
complished in the use of this adjustable rod 
by placing the pointed portion 12 of the cap 
11 upon the shelf 18 and then holding the 
roughened head or surface 17 between the fin 
gers while turning the rod 10 in the direction 
to cause the screw 16 to be unscrewed until 
the roughened surface engages the shelf 19. 
In removing the rod from between the shelves 
the reverse operation is performed and the 
device is easily withdrawn from its supporting 
position between the shelves. This device is 
also adapted for use in supporting books and 
other articles in position on partially-filled 
compartments of shelves, and it is very ad 
vantageousowing to the fact that the adjustable 
parts of the rod are not affected by any sag 
ging of the shelves owing to the fact that 
these parts are maintained constantly in po 
sition relative to each other, except when it 
is desired to move them by turning the rod 
or placing the rod in position. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
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I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States therefor, is 
In a device of the class described, a rod, a 

pointed cap firmly secured to one end of the 
rod, a screw-threaded cap secured to the other 
end of the rod, a screw extending through the 
screw-threaded cap, and a roughened head or 
surface at the outer end of the screw designed 

to be placed in engagement with a shelf and 
to hold the screw against rotary movement Io 
while the rod is being turned for fixing the 
rod in position between two shelves. 

MERRICK F. MILLER. 
Witnesses: 

W. H. BERRY, 
LEWISHODSON. 

  


