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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
AUGUST LINDBERG, OF MIELVIN, IOWA. 

WAGON-TONGUE. 

962,366. 
Application filed November 2, 1909. 

To all whom it may concern: 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patented June 21, 1910. 
Serial No. 525,958. 

upon which is positioned the usual sand 
Be it known that I, AUGUST LINDBERG, a board 2 and 3 the Sandboard plate upon 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Melvin, in the county of Osceola and State 
of Iowa, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Wagon-Tongues, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to tongues for 

wagons, that is to the device for securing 
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the tongue to the wagon hounds, and the 
object of the invention is to provide an ad 
justable device of the class mentioned, by 
means of which the tongue may be secured 
to the hounds of any wagon. In Wagons of 
different sizes or makes the wagon hounds 
are fixed at various angles and the tongue 
hounds which are Secured thereto must be 
parallel there with. 

In the usual construction, the tongue 
hounds are made in one piece or are ar 
ranged in fixed relation to each other, in 
which case they are adapted to be secured 
to such wagons only in which the wagon 
hounds are at substantially the same angle 
as the tongue hounds and at the same dis 
tance apart. By equipping the wagon 
tongue with adjustable hounds the same may 
be secured or attached to the hounds of 
practically any Wagon. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character whereby a 
tongue may be easily and quickly attached 
to the tongue hounds without the necessity 
of employing a skilled mechanic, so that 
broken tongues may be readily and quickl. 
replaced and tongues of various sizes easily 
and quickly positioned. 
With the above, and other objects in view, 

which will appear as the description pro 
gresses, the invention resides in the novel 
construction and combination of parts here 
inafter fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings there has 

been illustrated a simple and preferred em 
bodiment of the improvement, and in which 
drawings, 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the device em 
bodying my improvement and showing the 
same engaging a tongue in applied position 
upon a Wagon hound. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view upon the line 2-2 Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a 
similar view upon the line 3-3 Fig. 1. Fig. 
4 is a detail sectional view upon the line 
4-4. Fig. 1. 
In the accompanying drawings the nu 

which the plate of the bolster, not shown, is 
adapted to rest. The numerals 4 and 5 
designate the tongue hounds of the device. 
Each of these tongue hounds are of a pre 
cisely similar construction comprising sub 
stantially U-shaped members of a sufficient 
length and the top and bottom plates of the 
members are provided with suitable open 
ings adjacent the ends of the hounds. The 
openings positioned adjacent the rear ends 
of the tongue hounds 4 and 5 are adapted for 
the reception of a suitable removable bolt 
5, the said bolt adapted to engage with an 
eye provided upon a link 6. The opening 
upon the opposite or forward end of the 
hounds is adapted for the reception of a 
similar bolt (which also engages an eye 
carried by a shorter link 8. 
The numeral 9 designates the tongue of 

the Wagon. This tongue is of the ordinary 
construction being provided with the usual 
hammer strap 10 and the said tongue is 
adapted to be engaged by the forward and 
rear sleeve membel's 11 and 12. Each of the 
sleeves 11 and 12 comprises a pair of sub 
stantially U-shaped members designated by 
the numerals 13 and 14. The U-shaped 
members 13 and 14 provided by the rear 
sleeve 12 are provided with suitable per 
forated ears 15 adjacent their offset meet 
ing edges, and the said ears are adapted for 
the reception of Suitable removable securing 
elements 16. The members 13 and 14 are 
provided upon their connecting face or por 
tion with integrally formed ears 17, the lat 
ter being adapted for the reception of a re 
movable bolt 18, whereby the end of the 
link 6 opposite to that engaged by the bolt 
5'' is hingedly connected with the said mem 
bers 13 and 14. The members 13 and 14 are 
each provided with forwardly extending 
plates 19 and these plates have their inner 
faces serrated as designated by the numeral 
20. The plates 19 are provided with suit 
able ears 21, the latter being adapted for the 
reception of pintles 22 connected with a 
threaded rod 23. The links 6 are also pro 
vided with suitable ears 24, the same being 
adapted for offset pivots 25 provided upon 
a threaded rod 26. The rods 23 and 26 have 
their threads pitched in opposite directions, 
and engaging these threaded rods is a thinn 
ble 27, the latter having its bore provided 

meral 1 designates the front wagon hound with threads of an opposite pitch, and by 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 

O 



O 

5 

25 

and the rearwardly extending plate 33 is 
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the elements 13 and 14 are each provided 

sleeves 11 and 12, and after the members 
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this arrangement it will be noted that as 
the thimble or turnbuckle 27 is rotated upon 
the rods the hounds 4 and 5 adjacent the 
rear portion of the device are swung upon 
their pivots or bolts 7 either toward or away 
from the tongue 9. In order to securely 
retain the hounds 4 and 5 in their SWung 
position, I have provided the threaded bolt 
26 with a nut lock 28. 
The U-shaped members 13 and 14 com 

prising the sleeve 11 have both their offset 
portions provided with ears 29, the same 
having alining openings adapted for the 
reception of removable bolt members 30. 
Connecting portions or sides of the said 
members 13 and 14 are provided with suit 
able offset ears 31, the latter having suit 
able openings adapted for the reception of a 
removable pintle 32, whereby the end of the 
link 8, opposite to that engaged by the pin 
tle 7 is hingedly connected with the said 
ears 31. The connecting member or face of 
with rearwardly extending plates 33 and 
forwardly extending plates 34. Both of 
these plates have their inner faces Serrated 
as designated by the numerals 35 and 36, 

provided with Suitable ears 37, the same be 
ing adapted for the reception of offset pin 
tles provided upon a threaded bolt 39. Piv 
otally connected, as at 40 with the link 8 
is a bolt member 41, and the threads of this 
bolt member are arranged at an opposite 
pitch to that of the bolt member 39, while 
connecting both the bolts 39 and 41 is a 
thimble 42. The thimble 42 has its bore pro 
vided with oppositely pitched threads, so 
that it will be readily noted that as the 
sleeve or turnbuckle 42 is rotated the for 
ward end of the hounds 4 and 5 are readily 
adjusted toward or away from the tongue 9. 
When it is desired to position a tongue 

upon the device, it is merely necessary to 
remove the bolt members 16 and 30, and 
after loosening the turnbuckles 27 and 42, 
the tongue 9 may be readily slid between the 

comprising the said sleeves are again tight 
ened through the medium of the bolt mem 
bers 16 and 30 the toothed plates 20, 33 and 

962,866 

34 are forced into engagement with the sides 
of the said tongue through the medium 
of the turnbuckles 27 and 42, thus en 
tirely obviating the necessity of the em 
ployment of bolts or analogous devices for 
securing the tongue to its hounds. The 
tongue 9 is provided with the usual trans 
verse opening which is adapted for the re 
ception of a connecting bolt 43, and the 
sides of the tongue hounds 4 and 5 as Well 
as the sides of the Wagon hounds 1 are pro 
vided with alining openings through which 
the said bolt 43 extends. The cross sec 
tionally U-shaped tongue hounds 4 and 5 
are each provided with a reinforcing block 
44, the latter being also provided With an 
opening alining with the openings, adapted 
for the reception of the bolt 43, and the 
said bolt 43 not only serves to reinforce the 
securing plates 20, 33 and 34, but also con 
nects the tongue hounds to the Wagon. 
From the above description, taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings, 
it will be noted that I have provided an 
extremely simple and effective device for 
the purpose intended, and while I have 
illustrated and described the preferred em 
bodiment of the improvement, as it now 
appears to me, minor details of construction 
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within the scope of the following claim may 
be resorted to if desired. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim as new is:- 

In combination with a wagon tongue, a 
pair of sleeves for the tongue, each of said 
sleeves comprising a pair of U-shaped mem. 
bers, means for removably securing each of 
the pair of members together, the said mem 
bers being provided with projecting plates 
having their inner faces Serrated, tongue 
hounds, link members connecting the tongue 
hounds with the sleeve Sections, pivoted 
bolts for the Serrated plates, oppositely piv 
oted bolts for each of the links and turn 
buckles for these bolts. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

AUGUST LINDBERG. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. SIETSEMA, 
CHAS. LORENSEN. 
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