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Hiinois

5 Claims.

This invention relates to carriers or carrying
racks for food containers or the like.

“The main objects of the invention are to pro-
vide a carrier or carrying rack of simple, light-
weight and yet sturdy construction, for trans-
porting food or like containers.in stacked rela-
tion; to provide such a carrier with improved
~ means for retaining containers in stacked rela-
tion, and having quickly releasable means for
permitting ready insertion and removal of the
containers with & minimum of danger of toppling
the same;

Other cbjects and advantages of the invention
will be manifest from the following description
and the accompanying drawing (one sheet)
wherein there is illustrated a carrying rack em-~
bodying a selected form of the invention.

In the drawing: .

Figure 1 is a top plan v1ew,

Pigure 2 is a front elevation wherein there is
shown in broken lines, g stack of food or like con-
tainers in place in the rack;

Figure 3 is a side elevation, on an enlarged
.scale, as viewed from the right of Figure 2, and

. Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-
section on the line 4—4 of Figure 3.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 18 des~
ignates an annular base having a vertical side
flange I { and an integral inwardly extending bot-
tom flange 12. The rack herein illustrated is de-
signed for supporting a plurality of substantially
eylindrical food containers or like receptacles C,
C, (illustrated in broken  lines in Figure 2),
wherefore said base is of annular form as afore-
said.

For refaining the containers C in stacked re-
lation, there are provided four uprights 13, {3 and
14, 14, secured to flange {1 as by welding.  The
uprights may be of flat bar stock for economy and
lightness  of construction. For reinforcing, or
stiffening purposes, outwardly curved bars 8¢
are provided between and rigidly secured to éach
pair of uprights 13 and 14 respectively. These
reinforcing members {3¢ are preferably located
adjacent the bottom of the carrier.

The two uprights 13, 13 extend straight up-
wardly a distance approximately corresponding
to the height of the stack of containers and then
inwardly over the area of the base and the
stacked containers C, C. The upper ends of the
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_to the upper ends of uprights i4, i4.

shorter than the height of the stacked contain-
ers, in this instance terminating at a point which
permits free passage of confainers to and from
the carrier,

The uprights 14, |14 are extended or continued
upwardly by means of the side arms or legs i6a,
i6a of an inverted U-shaped member (8§, the free
ends of which are pivoted as shown at 14a, {da
The in-
verted U-shaped member is formed with g siraight
cross-piece- 16b for co-operative handle-forming
engagement with connecting member {5 of the
uprights 13, i3, as best shown in Figures 1 and 4.

For guiding the cross-piece {8b into registered
relationship with the connecting member {5, the
inwardly offset portions 13b, 18b of the uprights
13, 13, have end portions 13¢, {3¢ extended beyond
the connecting member 15. As clearly shown in
Figure 1, the end extensions, or ears i3c¢c con-
stitute guides for directing the cross member (6b
into registered relationship with the connectmg
member 15,

As shown in the drawing, the pair of uprighis
13, 13 and the pair of uprights 14, 14 are made
preferably of strap metal. The straps of each
pair are disposed with their faces or widths. in
parallel relation to each other, that is to say, the
faces of the straps i3 are in parallel relation,
and the faces or widths of the straps {4 are in
paraliel relation, to each other. The lower ends
of each of the uprights are twisted sufficiently to
lie flatwise against the side flange of the base o
facilitate rigid attachment of said uprighis to
the base. Because of the specified relationship of
the straps, the-inwardly offset handle-forming

" portions thereof are disposed in such a position
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uprights 18, 13 are connected by a straight bar

member 5 welded at its ends to the uprights,
this member 15 being arranged to overlie the cen-
tral portion of the carrier.

- The two uprights 14, {4 may be somewhat
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as to be capable of effectively resisting bend-
ing when the rack is loaded. Also, the uprighis
are disposed with their widths in more or less
transverse relation to the stack of containers, so
that bending of the uprights by outward thruss
of the containers is more effectively resisted than
if the straps were disposed with their widths
parallel to the surfaces of the stacked containers.

A downwardly facing channel-shaped bar i1
normally embraces the interengaging members §5
and 16b to hold the same together, thereby also
maintaining the uprights in container-holding
position, and the pivoted, inverted U-shaped or
closing member 16 in closed position. The chan-
nel-shaped bar is provided with a lug or exten-
sion 18g on one flange 18 thereof, through which
it is pivoted as shown at 18b, to the normally
fixed connecting member (5. -

A concavo-convex plate 20 is secured, as by
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welding, to the underside of connecting member
{5 with the convex side down, to provide a com-
fortable hand or finger grip for lifting the carrier.

In the use of the improved carrier, food con-
tainers C, C, or the like may be inserted or re-
moved through the opening provided when the
closure member (6 is swung to the dotted line
position thereof shown in Figure 2.. The shorter
or front uprights (4, 14 are preferably of:such
height that they are effective, when the closure

member 16 is open, to prevent accidental dis--
placement of even the uppermost container fromr

the stack thereof in the rack.
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closure member for said opening comprising leg .
portions pivotally connected at their lower ends
to the upper ends of said shorter uprights and
adapted to extend upwardly in continuation
thereof, upper end portions of said legs being
offset inwardly in complementary relationship to
said first mentioned inwardly offset portions, and
a cross. member .connecting the.offset upper ends
of .said lég. portions, said cross. member being
adapted to cooperate with said connecting mem-

. ber to form a handle for carrying said rack and

If it is desired to lock the carrier in closed .-

position, it may be conveniently done-by. provid-

ing registering holes, as shown at 21, in the han-
dle-forming elements t5, (6b and _l1 for the re-
ception of a suitable padlock*or-'thedike. -
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The described carrier provides a convenient:-

and comfortable, and safe means which facili-
tates- the: carrying dabout of a stack of food or
other containers which may be too hot or tco
cold to- handle direetly, -and. ‘which, because -of
their number, could not be eficiently-handled,
regardless -of - temperature conditions,: witheui
some form of -cartying rack.- The: deseribed
structure provides & cgrrying-handle locafed: sub-
stantially in vertical alignment -with- the cehter
of gravity- of -the’stack. of containers <(whether
oné of more) in the rack, so that when the rack
is suspended from its handle, as'when beitig car-
ried about, the containers therein’ will hormally
and automatically dssume 4 -substantially hori-
zontdl position so' that any tendency to- tilt the
containers and spill material- therefromi-is sub-
stantially eliminated or avoided: -

Changes in the invention may be made ‘with-
out departing fromthe spirit thereof or- the Scope
of the appended claims.

I claim:

1, A carrier for a stack of food containers or
the like, comprising a base, a pair of uprights
secured to said base; a connecting meniber ex-
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tending between the upper ends of said uprights,

8. second pait of uprights secured to.sald base; .

said second pair of uprights being shorter than
said first mentioned pair of uprights; all-of satd
uprights being spaced around said base so 4s to
be ddapted to retain a stack of containers on
sald base, a closure membeyr embodyitig leg por=
tions adapted to constitute-extensions of said
shorter uprights and a cross member connecting
the upper ends of sdid legs, said cross member
being adapted to co-Operate with said connecting

member to form a carrying handle; and the lower |

ends of said legs being pivotally connected to the
upper ends of said shorter uprights, so as to pro-
vide for pivotal movement of said c¢losure menmni-
ber from closed position to~an open "position in

which it extends angularly from said shorter up- :

rights.
2. A carrier for a stack of food containers or
the like, comprising a base, four relatively spaced
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uprights extending upwardly from said base, one

pair of said uprights having upper end portions
offset inwardly over the ares of said base, a mem-
ber extending between and rigidly interconnect-
ing said offset upper end portions adidcent. their
upper ends, the other pair of said uprights being
shorter and terminating in such relationship to
said inwardly offset portions of said first men-
tioned pair of uprights and said connecting meti-
ber as to provide an opéning adjacent the upper
end of the rack for the insertion and removal of _
containers-laterally into~and from the rack, a
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its contents.

3.-A carrier for a stack of food containers or
the .like, comprising a base, four relatively
spaced. uprights  extending upwardly from said
base, one pair of said uprights having upper end
portions offset inwardly over the area of said

-base, ‘& ‘member- extending between and rigidly

interconnecting said offset upper end portions
adjacent their upper ends, the other pair of said
uprights being shorter and. terminating. ih such
relationship. to.said inwardly offset portions: of
said first. mentioned pair of uprights  dand said
conxiecting” member' as: tg: provide. an..opening
adjacent the upper end of the rack for the: in-
sertion.and removal of containers laterally’into
and: from :the rack, a closure member for.said
opening ‘comprising: leg portions . pivotally: con-
nected: at their lower ends:to the upper ends-of
said shorter uprights and adapted:to extend up-
wardly ib. continudtion thereof, upper end:por«
tions of said legs being offset inwardly.in: com-
plementary relationship fo-said first . mentioned
inwardly. offset . portions, .and: a :cross: member
connecting: the offset upper ends.of: said. leg por=
tion3s, said cross.member. being: adapied to: co-
operate: with: ‘said . connecting. member to: form
a handle for carrying said rack:and its contents,
said closure member being. movable about its
pivotal. leg .ends. from an open. position to a
closed .. position. wherein said ‘cross. member. is
disposed in side by side relation to.said connect-
ing member so as to:cooperate therewith to form
a handle for carrying said rack.and its contents,
and a locking member. embodying a portion
adapted to embrace anid hold together said.con-
necting member and -said cross member, $aid
locking member being pivotally secured to.one
thereof sao as to be. movdble in the. plane thereof
to:and from locking position..

4. <A carrier for a stack of food. containers or
the -like; . comprising ~a - base, four  relatively
spbaced uprights: extending. upwardly. from. said
base, one pair of said:uprights having upper end
portions offset inwardly over the area of said
base,. a. member extending. between and rigidly
interconnecting -said: offset upper end portions
adjacent their upper ends, the other. pair of said
uprights being shorter and: terminating. in such
relationship to said inwdrdly offset portions: of
said first mentioned pair of uprights and. said
connecting member ag-to providé . an. opening
adjacent the upper end. of the rack for the in-
sertion and removal. of ¢ontainers laterally.into
and from the-rack, a closure member for: said
opening comprising leg portions pivotally .con-
nected at their-lower ends: to the upper ends.of
said shorter uprights and adapted to. extend
upwardly in continuation thereof, upper ehd por-
tions. .of said legs being offset. inwardly in com-
blementary relationship to said first. mentioned
inwardly offset portions, and a -cross member
connecting the offset upper ends of said leg por-
tions, said cross member. being’ adapted to -co~
operate with.said connect.mz meniber- to form a
handle fér carrying said rack and its contents,
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said closure member bheing movable about its
pivotal leg ends from an open position to a closed
position wherein said cross member is disposed
in side by side relation to said connecting mem-
ber so as to cooperate therewith to form a han-
dle for carrying said rack and its contents, said
first mentioned inwardly offset portions having
ears extending beyond said connecting member
for guiding said cross member into registering
relationship with said connecting member.

5. A carrier for a stack of food containers or
the 1like, comprising a base, four relatively
spaced uprights extending upwardly from said
base, one pair of said uprights having upper end
portions offset inwardly and towards each other
over the area of said base, a member extending
between and rigidly interconnecting said off-
set upper end portions adjacent their upper ends,
the other pair of said uprights being shorter
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and terminating in such relationship to said in-
wardly offset portions of said first mentioned
pair of uprights and said connecting member
as to provide an opening adjacent the upper end
of the rack for the insertion and removal of con-
tainers laterally into and from the rack, a clo-
sure member for said opening comprising leg
portions pivotally connected at their lower ends
to the upper ends of said shorter uprights and
adapted to extend upwardly in continuation
thereof, upper end portions of said legs being
offset inwardly and towards each other in com-
plementary relationship to said first mentioned
inwardly offset portions, and a cross member
connecting the offset upper ends of said leg por-
tions, said cross member being adapted to co-
operate with said connecting member to form a
handle for carrying said rack and its contents.

FRANK HALOSKI.




