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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
(See extra sheet)

: I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claims 1-10, 13 and 16-17

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The technical feature common to the invention of claim 1, and the
invention of claims 11 and 12 is “a game system for holding a league
match in which registeredusers participate by classifying the registered
users into one or more groups each of which consists of users belonging
to the same class and allowing a match between the users classified into
each group, the game system being characterized by comprising: a
registration means for receiving a registration request of a user from
a user terminal and registering the user who made the registration request
in a user management data base by allocating a unique user ID; a class
providing means for providing a class, which changes according to a result
of the match between the users, to each of the registered users by
correlatingaclassIDindicatingoneclassamongclassesof apredetermined
type with the user ID of the user; a group generation means for generating
the one or more groups by generating one or more group tables, to which
the user ID of the user forming a group is added, each having a unique
group ID; andaclassificationmeans for classifyingeachof the registered
users into the one or more groups by adding the user ID correlated with
the class ID indicating the same class to the same group table.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
makeacontributionover thepriorartinthelight of thecontentsdisclosed
in the document 1 (JP 2008-36240 A (Sega Corp.), 21 February 2006
(21.02.2006), paragraphs [0024] to [0051], [0077]; fig. 3 to 6).

That is, “league”, “hierarchy”, “user ID”, “league data table stored
in a player DB”, “hierarchy numbers 1-8”, “symbols such as a league name
“L7010””, “league ranking chart 232B”, and “network game system” in the
invention disclosed in document 1 respectively correspond to “group”,
“class”, “user ID”, “user management data base”, “class ID”, “group 1ID”,
“group table”, and “game system” in the above technical feature. It is
therefore considered that the invention disclosed in document 1 includes
each of the means of the above technical feature.

Therefore, the invention of claim 1 and the inventions of claims 11
and 12 have no same or corresponding special technical feature.

On the other hand, the invention of claim 1 has “a friend registration
means’”, wherein “a classification means” classifies a first user and
a second user who has a friend relationship and is correlated with the
same class into the same group. It is therefore considered that the
invention of claim 1 appears to be novel and has a special technical
feature.

The inventions of claims 2-10 and 16 involve all the matters to define
the invention in claim 1.

Further, respective inventions of claims 13, 14 and 15 are merely
different from the inventions of claims 1, 11 and 12 in only categorical
expressions.

In addition, respective inventions of claims 17, 18 and 19 involve
special technical features which have a complementary relationship with
the inventions of claims 1, 11 and 12, and each of the inventions can
be considered to have a corresponding special technical feature.

Accordingly, the following three inventions (invention groups) are
involved in claims.

(Invention 1) the inventions of claims 1-10, 13 and 16-17

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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A game system, a control method, a program, and a game system including
a user interface corresponding to this characterized in that the game
system holds a league match in which registered users participate by
classifying the registered users into one or more groups each of which
consists of users belonging to the same class and allowing a match between
the users classified into each group, the game system comprising: a
registration means for receiving a registration request of a user from
auser terminal and registering the user who made the registration request
in a user management data base by allocating a unique user ID; a class
providingmeans for providing a class, which changes according to a result
of the match between the users, to each of the registered users by
correlatingaclassIDindicatingoneclassamongclassesofapredetermined
type with the user ID of the user; a friend registration means for
constructing a friend relationship between a first user and a second
user by receiving a friend registration request regarding the second
user from a user terminal of the first user among the registered users,
andmutuallyaddinguserIDstofriendtablescorrelatedwiththe respective
user IDs of the first user and the second user; a group generation means
for generating the one or more groups by generating one or more group
tables, to which the user ID of the user forming a group is added, each
having a unique group ID; and a classification means for classifying
each of the registered users into the one or more groups by adding the
user ID correlated with the class ID indicating the same class to the
same group table, wherein, when there is a user ID correlated with the
same class ID as the class ID correlated with the user ID in a friend
table correlated with a user ID of a user to be added to the group table,
the classification means adds the user ID of the user to be added and
the user ID correlated with the same class ID to the same group table.

(Invention 2) the inventions of claims 11, 14 and 18

A game system, a control method, and a game system including a user
interface corresponding to this characterized in that the game system
holds a league match in which registered users participate by classifying
the registered users into one or more groups each of which consists of
users belonging to the same class and allowing a match between the users
classified into each group, the game system comprising: a registration
means for receiving a registration request of a user from a user terminal
and registering the user who made the registration request in a user
management data base by allocating a unique user ID; a class providing
means for providing a class, which changes according to a result of the
match between the users, to each of the registered users by correlating
a class ID indicating one class among classes of a predetermined type
with the user ID of the user; a group generation means for generating
the one or more groups by generating one or more group tables, to which
the user ID of the user forming a group is added, each having a unique
group ID; andaclassificationmeans for classifyingeachof the registered
users into the one or more groups by adding the user ID correlated with
the class ID indicating the same class to the same group table, wherein
the registered users include an actual user registered in the user
management data base upon receipt of the registration request from the
user terminal and a virtual user which is generated by the game system
without receiving the registration request and registered in the user
management data base, wherein the actual user and the virtual user are
differentiated by providing user IDs generated with different rules,
and wherein the <classification means preferentially adds the
predetermined number of user IDs of actual users to each group table.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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(Invention 3) the inventions of claims 12, 15 and 19

A game system, a control method, and a game system including a user
interface corresponding to this characterized in that the game system
holds a league match in which registered users participate by classifying
the registered users into one or more groups each of which consists of
users belonging to the same class and allowing a match between the users
classified into each group, the game system comprising: a registration
means for receiving a registration request of a user from a user terminal
and registering the user who made the registration request by allocating
a unique user ID; a class providing means for providing a class, which
changes according to a result of the match between the users, to each
of the registered users by correlating a class ID indicating one class
among classes of a predetermined type with the user ID of the user; a
group generationmeans for generating the one or more groups by generating
one or more group tables, to which the user ID of the user forming a
group is added, each having a unique group ID; a classification means
for classifying each of the registered users into the one or more groups
by adding the user ID correlated with the class ID indicating the same
class to the same group table; and a 1login management means for performing
management by correlating date and time at which a login request from
the user terminal is last received with a user ID with respect to each
of the registered users, wherein, when the date and time at which the
login request correlated with the user ID was received is more than a
predetermined period of time ago from the current date and time, the
classification means does not allow the user to participate in the league
match by not adding the user ID to the group table and correlates a flag
indicating being not allocated to a group with the user ID, and wherein,
after the login management means receives a login request regarding the
user ID correlated with the flag, the class providing means correlates
a class ID indicating the lowest class among the classes of the
predetermined type with the user ID and deletes the correlation with
the flag.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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