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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Harry W. Rizs and
Lanpy B. Brownw, citizens of the United
States, and residents, respectively, of Col-
lingswood, county of Camden, State of New
Jersey, and Philadelphia, county of Phila-
delphia, State of Pennsylvania, have -in-
vented an Improvement in Game Apparatus,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a game appara-
tus, and more particularly to the game of
tennis, and has for an object to provide an
apparatus for playing the game of tennis
indoors which embodies a simple and effec-
tive means for following the different plays
of the outdoor gaine in a manner so closely
simulating or approximating the actual
plays of the game as to make it substantially

as interesting and exciting to play as the reg-’

ular game. A

Tt has for a further object to provide an
indoor tennis ganie whereby beginners, or
even those more or less skilled in the game,
may profit by the teachings of our novel in-
door-apparatus so that unusually fast prog-
ress may be made in learing the 1nside of the

‘game and their play in the actual game

thereby materially improved.:
The invention has for a still further object
to provide a representation of a tennis court

laid out to a suttable scale proportioned with-

respect to the actual dimensions of a court
and having a plurality of location peints or
moves suitably indicated thereon for deter-
mining the position of the ball and of the
player.

In combination with the aforesaid strue-
ture 1t has for an object to provide a means
for indicating the plays of the game whereby
those participating in the game may make a
succession of plays as in the outdoor game,
and with substantially the same interest.

It further consists of other novel features
of construction, all as will be bereinafter
fully set forth.

For the purpose of illustrating our inven-
tion, we have shown in the accompanying
drawings one form thereof which is at pres-
ent preferred by us, since the same has been
found in practice to give satisfactory and
reliable results, although it is to be under-
stood that the various instrumentalities of
which our invention consists can be variously
arranged and organized and that our inven-
tion is not limited to the precise arrange-
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ment and organization of these instrumen-
talities as herein shown and described.

Figure 1-represents a plan of a game-
board embodying our invention; Fig. 2 rep-
resents a plan of one of the indicating dials;
Fig. 8 represents one of the dummy objects
serving as players; Fig. 4 represents the
dummy ball.

Referring to the drawings: Similar nu-
merals of reference indicate corresponding
parts.

1 designates a suitable base or board upon
which, the mechanism and other adjuncts for
playing the game of our invention are dis-
posed and laid out in a suitable manner. In
the present instance we have shown a minia-
ture tennis court 2 located at substantially
the central portion of the board 1 and com-
prising the usual base lines 3 and side lines
4, halfway between the former and parallel
therewith the net 5 is located, and upon
either side thereof is the service line 6, form-
ing with the half court line 7 the service
courts 8, The alleys 9 serve the usual pur-
pose of enlarging the court when more than
two players are playing the game, and are of
course not considered when the game is be-
ing played as singles, that is, by two persons.

10 designates a plurality of diagonally
disposed lines running in parallel relation
across the court from one corner to the oppo-
site diagonal corner, and 11 designates a
second series of diagonally disposed parallel
lines running from an adjacent corner to the
diagonally opposite corner, all of said lines
being suitably spaced apart a predetermined
distance, and intersecting at a plurality of
points, each of which represents the position
of the player or the ball according to
conditions of play existing at a particular
time. As here shown we have preferred to
form an opening 12 in the surface of the
board at each point of intersection of the
aforesaid lines and these openings are re-
spectively reinforced by a suitable eyelet o1
like device. In addition to the aforesaid di-
agonal lines we have arranged a plurality of
parallel lines 14 extending longitudinally of
the court and each passing through certain
of the openings 12, the purpose of these lines
14, as well as the diagonal lines 10 and 11, is
to serve as direction lines along which the
ball is supposed to travel.

15 designates an object representing the
ball and it is in the present instance mount-
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ed upon a base 16 provided with a tapered
stem 17 which serves as a plug for insertion
within - the respective openings 12. Thus,
when the position of the ball is definitely in-
dicated by mechanism to be presently de-
scribed the ball member 15 is temporarily
inserted in the designated opening 12 where
it remains until the next play has been made
which indicates a new position for the ball.

18 designates a dummy player likewise
mounted upon a suitable base 19 provided
with ‘a tapered stem 20 so that it may be
similarly positioned in the openings 12 as in
the case of the ball member. The dummy

s player is preferably constructed with a later-

ally disposed or outstretched arm 21 termi-
nating in a racket member 22 so that when
the player member is placed in a designated
position, the field covered by the extended

25 racket is of sufficient scope to .include a

number of the adjacent openings 1%, the pur-
pose of which arrangement will appear when
the details of the game are explained.

23 designates a dial suitably sub-divided
into an outer field 24 and two inner fields

25 and 26, the said fields in turn being sub-

divided by radial lines or like dividing
means and in each of the sub-divisions thus
formed there is an indicating means for
showing the play or number of moves to
take place. For convenience of play we
prefer to utilize a rotatable pointer or arrow
27 which 1s pivoted at the center of the dial
and is adapted to be spun by the players of
the game so that it passes over all of the
sub-divisions and finally comes to rest be-
tween.two of the radial sub-dividing means,
and thus indicates a play or gives a choice
of plays corresponding to an actual play of
the game. Preferably the outer field 24 is
differently colored or marked in some way
to distinguish it from the other fields since
the “plays indicated in this field are sup-

posed to represent positions or movements

of thé player while the remaining fields in-
dicate the movements of the ball or some
condition of play brought about by the

- player in striking the ball. Thus, for ex-
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ample, in the fields 25 and 26 we have pre-
ferred to show several numbers, each of

which represents the number of moves of

the ball from one position in an epening 12
to ‘a mew position after it is put in play.
We have also in some of these field sub-
divisions placed words corresponding to re-
sults of the player hitting the ball, such as
“Tault,” “Net,” “Lob” or the like. In
the preferred form of the game we employ
two of the aforesaid dials located on oppo-
site sides of the net and in a convenient posi-
tion to be spun by the players.

three or four players as in the regular game

of tennis, it of course being understood that |

1,102,954

‘where two piayérs take part a single couit

is used and the side alleys entirely disre-

garded, while if three are playing the lone '

player will utilize the single court while the -
two players on the opposite side of the net
use the double court, including the alleys,
and if four are engaged the entire court is
used, as will readily be understood. In de-
seribing the game as played it will be as-
sumed that but two players are taking part
in the game, since this 1s the simplest form
of the game and may, therefore, be the more
readily understood.  The player who is to
serve places a dummy figure in one of the
openings 12 along the back line 3 to:the
right hand side of the middle longitudinal
line of the court, in order to serve the ball
into the left hand service court on the oppo-
site side of the net, and this dummy figure
may be positioned in any cne of the base line
openings at this side of the court which the
player may deem most advantageous.. Haw-
g chosen the location of the dummy figure
the player then spins the arrow 27 and when
it comes to rest opposite one of the radial
sub-divisions, there will be in the majority
of cases two plays indicated, either of which
the player may select as the one supposed to
have taken place. For example, it will be
assumed that the arrow points to the sub-
division having the numbers 2,15 and 8§
therein, and as the number 8 is in the field
24 which designates the player’s moves, the
two moves for the ball represented by the

‘numbers 2 and 15 remain as a choice.” As

these -numbers represent the number of
openings to be moved from the position of

80

20

the dummy figure, the player will naturally .

select the number 15 as this is the number

which will carry the ball over the net into

the proper service court. The player, there-
fore, takes the ball member and, counting
the number of openings along oné of the
diagonal lines, places the ball in the fif-
teenth opening from his position, thus show-
ing the location of the ball in the service
court. Having done thig and before the
opposing player makes a move, the server
is privileged to improve his position by
moving the dummy 18 a distance equal to
three of the openings from his original po-
sition, and may be done along any of the
lines radiating from this original position.
This gives the player a chance to improve
his position in order to anticipate the direc-
tion of the return of the ball. The receiver,
or other player, has of course, previous to
the serving of the ball, placed his dummy
player in one of the openings adjacent the

recelving service court, and in a position
| which in his judgment he considers the best

‘The game is played in the following man- |
ner and may be participated in by two, |

to make a return of- the ball. As soon,
therefore, as the server has vlaced the
dummy ball in the position indicated in the
first play, and taken his new position, the re-
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ceiver spins the arrow, and when it- comes
to rest the receiver notes the number in the
outer field 24, and may then move the
dummy player the corresponding number of
moves from its original position toward the
ball. * If in the new position he is unable to
reach the ball with the extended arm of the
dummy it is his opponent’s point, but if he
is able to reach the ball then he may choose
one of the numbers indicated by the arrow
in the ball fields 25 and 26 and move the ball
the corresponding number of spaces. This
constitutes the return of the ball and he may
then take three moves to improve his posi-
tion for returning the ball upon his oppo-
nent’s play. These three moves may be
taken at the option of either player after
each service or return, but must be taken
before the opponent spins the arrow for the
next play. The object of giving a player
these three moves is to introduce a scientific
element into the game, as it will enable a
player to think ahead of the particular play
and enable him to cover the court far more

accurately. Furthermore these moves will

teach the theory of court covering to novices
at the game, as well as those further ad-
vanced in the knowledge of lawn tennis,
since in the actual game it is not merely a
matter of ability to speedily reach the spot
toward which the opponent has hit the ball,
but depends largely upon the personal equa-
tion in anticipating the point of return, and
reaching that point in time to make an ef-
fective return of the ball, such as placing it
out of reach of the opponent, which of
course cannot always be done if the player
waits to see where the ball is going upon its
return, and then runs with undue haste to
return the ball.

 In case the path of the ball upon its re-
turn in any play passes within reach of the

opposing player, that is, along any of the

lines within the radius of the extended arm,

it is supposed that the player has hit the.

ball, and it is therefore only necessary to use
the number in the indicating dial which
shows the number of spaces or moves the
ball is to make upon its return.

The word “Let” on the indicator applies

only to the service and has the same meaning

as in the regular game, namely that the serv-
ice does not count for that stroke and may
be played over again. The word “Lob” on
the indicating dial applies only to the ball
after it is in play, and is a return over the
head of the opposing player to the base line
and cannot be intercepted by the opponent
but may, however, be returned if the oppo-
nent can reach it with the number of moves
allowed him in the field 24 after the arrow
has- been spun. The word “ Net” on the
dial applies to either the service or the ball
in play, and indicates that the ball has been
driven into the net. The word “Fault” ap-

8

plies only to the service and the word “ Out ”
may either relate to the service or the ball
in play. A return that just reaches the net
is counted as a “ Net ” and is a point for the
opponent.

1t will now be apparent that we have de-
vised a simple and complete game apparatus
capable of depicting.in a.life-like manner
substantially all possible plays in the game
of tennis, and it will be understood that we
do not desire to be limited to the exact num-
ber of board moves, nor to the use of open-
ings for holding the dummy objects, nor
to the particular number of lines indicat-
ing moves or their arrangement, as it will
be understood that the various instrumen-
talities of which our invention consists can
be variously arranged and crganized with-
out departing from the scope of our inven-
tion.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim' and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:—

1. In a device of the character stated,
a base having a representation of a tennis
court thereon, said court having a plurality
of intersecting lines or markings forming a
plurality of points representing respective
positions of a ball or player under certain
conditions, a dummy cbject to represent a
ball, dummy objects to represent players,
and means to determine by chance the posi-
tion of said ball and said players upon said
court under a certain condition of play.

2. In a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court, provided with a plurality of openings,
said court having a plurality of lines or
markings thereon intersecting the respective
openings, a dummy object to represent a
ball adapted to seat in any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, and
means to determine by chance the particular
opening in which said ball and player are
adapted to seat under a certain condition
of play.

3. In a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court provided with a plurality of open-
ings, said court having a plurality of lines
or markings intersecting the respective open-
ings, a dummy object to represent & ball
adapted to seat in any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, a
dial suitably sub-divided and provided with
means for indicating the openings in which
said ball and player are to seat under a cer-
tain condition of play, and means to select
one of said dial sub-divisions to determine
the play to be made.

4. In a device of the character stated. a
base having a representation of a tennis

- court thereon, said court having a plurality
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of intersecting lines or markings forming a
plurality of points representing respective
positions of a ball or player under certain
conditions, a dummy object to represent a
ball, dummy objects to represent players, a
dial suitably sub-divided and provided with
means for indicating the point position
which said ball and. player are to assume
under a certain condition of play, and means
to select one of said dial sub-divisions to de-
termine the play to be made. .

5. In a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court, provided with a plurality of openings,
said court having a plurality of lines or
markings thereon intersecting the respective
openings, a dummy object to represent a ball
adapted to seat 1n any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, a

dial suitably sub-divided and provided with-

means for indicating a particular opening
in which said player is to seat under a cer-
tain condition of play, and means to select
by chance one of said dial sub-divisions to
determine the openings to be used.

6. In a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation. of a ' tennis
court thereon, provided with a plurality of
openings, said court having a plurality of
lines or markings thereon intersecting the
respective openings, a dummy object to rep-
resent a ball adapted to seat in any of said
openings, dummy objects to represent play-
ers also adapted to seat in any of said open-
ings, a dial suitably sub-divided and pro-
vided with means for indicating a partic-
ular opening in which said ball is to-seat
under a certain condition of play, and means

to select by chance one of said dial sub-di-

visions to determine the-opening to be used.

7. In a deviece of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court thereon, provided with a plurality of
openings, said court having a plurality of
lines or markings thereon intersecting the
respective openings, a dummy object to rep-
resent a ball adapted to seat in any of said
openings, dummy objects  to represent
players also adapted to seat. in' any of said
openings, a dial suitably sub-divided and
provided with means for indicating the re-
spective openings in_which said ball and
player are to seat under a certain condition
of play, and an arrow or pointer rotatably
mounted on said dial adapted to select by
chance one of said sub-divisions to determine
the respective openings to be used.

8. Tn a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court thereon, provided with a plurality of
openings suitably disposed throughout the
court area and representing respective posi-
tions of a ball and player under certain con-
ditions, a dummy object representing a ball

© 1,102,954

adapted to seat in any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, and
means to determine by chance the position
of said ball and said player under a certain
condition of play. B

©9, In -a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis

court, thereon, provided with a plurality of

rows of openings arranged in staggered re-
lation and representing respective positions
of a ball or player under certain conditions,
a dummy object representing a ball adapted

'to seat in any of said openings, dummy ob-
jects to represent players also adapted to

seat in any of said openings, and means to
determine by chance the position of said ball
and said player under a certain condition
of play. : ' '

10. In a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court thereon, provided with a plurality of
rows of openings arranged in staggered re-
lation and representing respective positions
of a ball or player under certain conditions,
a dummy object representing a ball adapted
to seat in any of said openings, dummy ob-
jects ‘to represent players also adapted to

seat in any of said openings, a dial suitably
sub-divided and provided with means for

indicating the openings in which said ball
and player are to seat under a certain condi-
tion of play, and an arrow or pointer ro-
tatably mounted on said dial adapted to
select by chance one of said sub-divisions to
determine the respective openings to be used.
11. In a device of the character stated, a
base having . a representation of a tennis
court thereon, provided with a plurality of
openings suitably disposed throughout the
court area and representing respective posi-
tions of a ball and player under certain con-
ditions, a dummy object representing a ball
adapted to seat in any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, a
dial divided into a plurality of fields, one
of said fields being provided with means for
indicating the opening in which said ball is
adapted to seat under a certain condition of
play, and the remaining field or fields being
adapted to indicate the opening in which
said player is adapted to seat under a certain
condition of play, said fields being suitably
sub-divided and provided- with Indicating
means, and an arrow or pointer rotatably
mounted on said ‘dial adapted to select by
chance a sub-division of each field to de-
termine the respective openings to be used.
12. In a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court thereon, provided with a plurality. of
openings suitably disposed throughout the
court area and Tepresenting the respective
positions of a ball and player under certain
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conditions, a dummy object representing a
ball adapted to seat n any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, a
laterally disposed member on each dummy
object of sufficient length to pass over one
or more of said openings in a field developed
by rotating said player object, and means to
determine by chance the position of said
ball and said player under a certain condi-
tion of play.

18. In a device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis
court thereon, provided with a plurality of
openings suitably disposed throughout” the
court area and representing the respective
positions of a ball and player under certain
conditions, a dummy object representing a
ball adapted to seat 1n any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, a
laterally disposed member on each dummy
object of suflicient length to pass over one or
more of said openings in a field developed by
rotating said player object, a dial snitably
sub-divided and provided with means for
mdicating the respective openings in which
said ball and player are to seat under a cer-
tain condition of play, and an arrow or
pointer rotatably mounted on said dial
adapted to select by chance one of said sub-

S

divisions to determine the respective open-
ings to be used.

14. In device of the character stated, a
base having a representation of a tennis 35
court thereon, provided with a plurality of
openings suitably disposed throughout” the
court area and representing the respective
positions of a ball and player under certain
conditions, a dummy object representing a 40
ball adapted to seat In any of said openings,
dummy objects to represent players also
adapted to seat in any of said openings, a
laterally disposed member on each dummy
object of sufficient length to pass over one 45
or more of said openings in a field developed
by rotating said player object, a plurality of
dials suitably sub-divided and provided re-
spectively with means for indicating the re-
spective openings in which said ball and 50
player are to seat under a certain condition
of play, and an arrow or pointer rotatably
mounted on each dial adapted to select by
chance one of said sub-divisions to determine
the respective openings to be used.

In testimony of which invention, we here-
unto set our hands.

HARRY W. RIES.
LANDY B. BROWN.
Witnesses : .

R. M. HonTER,
Epna W. Saara.
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Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
. Washington, D, ¢.”



