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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN A. NOLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
Crory, in the county of Woodruff and State of
Arkansas, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Bridles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in the connecting parts used to unite
the bands or strapsof the bridletogether and
to the bit and from the latter to the reins, and
the objects of my improvement are to pro-
vide an inexpensive bridle possessing great
strength and durability. I attain these ob-
jects by the construction illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bridle
constructed in accordance with my invention.
Tig. 2 is a perspective view of the brow-band,
showing at the ends thereof sheet-metal con-
nections to unite it to the head-band and
throat-latch. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of
thebridle-bit slightly modified in form.

In said drawings, A designates the throat-
latch, which is provided at one end with a
buckle ¢,in which the other'end is adjustable.

B designates the brow-band having secured
{o its ends the wire clips b, which are twisted
at intervals to form oblong front loops b?and
oblong rear loops 0% the latter receiving the
throat-latch, the twists between said loops
uniting the portions of the clips between the
loops and retaining the throat-latch A and the
head-band C apart from each other at these
points. Thelength of the head-band is regu-
lated by passing one end thereof through a
buckle ¢, secured to its opposite end, said
head-band being doubled upon itself to form
about the middle of its length a loop to re-
ceive the upper end of one of the cheek-bars,
while a second loop is formed adjacent to its
buckle to receive the other cheek-bar. The
throat-lateh being a strap distinet and inde-
pendent from the head-band, each one can be
adjusted independently of the other.

In Fig. 2 the brow-band has its ends pro-
vided with flat loops attached thereto; but
each loop is provided with two openings re-
sembling the loops b b° of the brow-band in
Fig. 1, said openings being formed by a di-

viding-washer 0, that is riveted thereto and
takes the place of the twists in the wire be-
tween sald loops b® b

The cheek-bars on each side consist of a
pair of oblong wire links D and D? whichare
connected together by means of sheet-metal
links @.. The lower links D? are provided on
the inner side thereof with leather pads K,
that have theirlower portion secured to sheet-
metal links d?, embracing thelower end of said
links D? by means of rivets d’, passing through
gaid links d? and the upper end of said pads
is secured to the links d by rivets passing
through them.
are embraced by the ends of bentsheet-metal
clips f,riveted thereto, and said clips also em-
brace the front bars of the lower links D? of
the cheek-bars. To complete the nose-band
and retain its rear portion horizontal,angular
wire bails G are provided. The upper end of
said bails terminates in eyes g, that encircle
the rear side barsof the wire links D,and the
lower ends with eyes ¢% encireling the corre-
sponding barsof thewire links D% Said wire
bails G have their angularly-bent portion con-
nected together by a double-bowed wire G
that completes the chin-band. This bowed
wire G* is connected to the throat-lateh by
means of alink H, having its twosides twisted
together adjacent to its Iower looped end and
its springy upper ends incased in a sleeve 7,
that rests upon and embraces the throat-latch.
A hitching-strap I is connected to the bowed
wire G, or it may be to the lower loop of the
link H by a snap-hook %, formed of wire bent
substantially in the form of the figure 8.

At the lower ends of the cheek-bars the bit-
bars are secured. Each bit-bar consists of a
wire loop K, the gides of which loops bave
their middle portion or the porticn above said
middle connected by sheet-metal plates or
guards k. The rear bars of the loop K have
loops m pivoted thereto by means of eyes
formed on the ends of said loops, said eyes
passing through perforations in the rear edge
of the guards k. The front bars of the loop
Kare connected together byaflat bit L, formed,
preferably, of sheet metal bent and folded
upon itself. Said bit is provided at its center
with an upwardly-disposed fatplate LA formed
of sheet metal bent to embrace the bit and
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having its ends riveted together above said
bit. The guard-plates % are also formed of
sheet metal wrapped around the wire loop of
the bit-bar and having thelr folds riveted to-
gether. v

In the slightly-modified form of bit shown
in Fig. 5 the endsof the sheet-metal bitL* in-
stead of being connected to the front bars of
the bit-bars, have their looped ends. ] slightly
narrower than the bit and made to project
through slots in the guard % of the bit, and to
said looped endsare pivoted the loopsor rings
m7, to which the reins R can be promptly at-
tached by means of snap-hooks S, asshown in
Fig. 1.

The bit-bars are connected to the lower
ends of the links D? of the cheek-bars of the
bridle by means of snap-hooks N, as shown.

Iaving now fully described my invention,
I claim—

1. In a bridle,the combination of the head-
band, the throat-latch, and a brow-band hav-
ing at each end two loops separated by a wire
connection with the wirecheek-bars D and DY
closed at both ends and the sheet-metal link
d, uniting them, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a bridle, the combination of the head-
band, the throat-latch, the brow - band, the
wire cheek-bars D and D? closed at both ends,
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and the sheet-metal link d with the angular
wire bails G, having an eye at one end con-
nected with the upper cheek-bars D and an
eye at the opposite end connected to.the lower
cheek-bars D? and the link G? substantially
as described.

3. In a bridle, the combination of the head-
band, the throat-latch, the brow - band, the
wire cheek-bars D and D? and the sheet-metal
link d with the angular bent wire bails G,
thelink G% uniting them, and the link H, hav-
ing the form of a fignre 8, one loop of which
embraces the link G*® and the other loop em-
bracing the throat-latch, substantially as de-
scribed.

4. In a bridle, the combination of the head-
band, the throat-latech, the brow-band, the
wire cheek-bars D and D? closed at both ends,
and the sheet-metal link d with the bit, con-
sisting of wire loops, bit-bars K, sheet-metal
guards % encircling them, links m, doubled
sheet-metal bit L, and plate L2 centrally em-
bracing said bit, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

STEPHEN A. NOLEN.

Witnesses:

L. A. JELKS,
FLECTHER LEWIS.
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