| 16
July 12,1927. . F. PAGEL ET AL 1,635,902

TUB BENCH

Filed Jan. 25, 1927

|- 10

ATTORNEY.




5

10

-
=

20

o
[

30

e
P

40

65

Patented July 12, 1927.

UNITED STATES

11,635,902

PATENT OFFICE.

FRED F. PAGEL AND CARL E. KLAWITTER, OF LA CROSSE‘,F WISCONSIN.
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The invention relates to a bench, and more
particularly to the class of foldable angu-
lar wash tub benches. :

The primary object of the invention is
the provision of a bench of this character,
wherein on the setting up of the same for
use the supporting sections for wash tubs
will be disposed at right angles to each

other, whereby on the placing of the wash

tubs thereon, these will ‘be located con-
venient to the user thereof and freely acces-
sible at both sides of said user without ne-
cessitating the latter walking from ohe point
to another as would be-the case should the
tubs be distributed upon separate benches
located at different distant points.

Another object of the invention is the
provision of a bench of this character,
wherein the legs and props thereof are read-
ily foldable to lie between the top sections
constituting the rest for wash tubs, when
said bench is completely folded and in this
manner when the bench is not in use it can
be stored in the least possible space and ren-
dered compact for the easy handling thereof.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a bench of this character,
wherein the same when set up ready for use
will be strong and firm to sustain the load
of wash tubs, which will be conveniently
located for a user.

A still further object of the invention is
the provision of a bench of this character,
which is simple and novel in construction,
thoroughly reliable and efficient in its pur-
pose. strong, readily and easily folded and
unfolded at the option of a user, readily
portable, and inexpensive to manufacture. -

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the features of con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed in detail, illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, showing the preferred
embodiment of the invention, and pointed
out in the claim hereunto appended.

In the accompanying drawing:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a foldable
bench, set up ready for use, and constructed
in accordance with the invention.

Tigure 2 is a bottom plan view, with the
prop shown in section..

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken approx-

imately on the line 3—3 of Figure 1.
Figure 4 is a side elevation of the ben~h
when folded for disuse.

Similar reference characters indicate cor-

responding - parts throughout  the several

‘views in the drawing.

Referring to the drawing in detail the
bench comprises generally the top tub sup-
porting sections A and B, respectively, in-
termediate prop C and end legs D, these be-
ing hereinafter more fully described.

The top section A ig preferably of greater
length than the top section B and 1t com-
prises a pair of spaced parallel side rails 10
and 11, respectively, joined by -end rails 12
and ~13, respectively, and an intermediate
cross strut’ 14, these rails and strut being
united in ‘any suitable manner to assure
rigidity to the section A. "The section B

‘comprises spaced parallel side rails 15 and

16, respectively, joined with end rails 17 and
18, and an intermediate cross strut 19. The
end rails 12 and 17 of the sections A and B
arve disposed at a corresponding :angle and
are connected together through the medium
of hinges»20 -mounted upon-the underfaces
of said rails at the two points shown -in
Figure 2 of the drawing, whereby .the sec-
tions A and B can bhe swung in parallel re-
lation to each other on the folding of the

“bench as will be clearly apparent-in Figure
‘4 of the drawing. :

The rails 12 and 17 are substantially twice
the thickness of the sections. A and B, so that
when said sections are folded on to each
other they will be properly spaced apart for
the purpose presently described.

The section A has joined medially with
the strut 14 and its end rail 12 a brace 21
which is in parallelism with the side rails
10, 11 of said section, while connected be-
neath this brace 21 and with the adjacent
rail 12 is a hanger bloek 22 to which is con-
nected a hinge 23 the same being also con-
nected with the prop C. The prop C in-
cludes a standard 24 and a foot 25 connected
therewith. The hinge 23 connected with the
standard 24 of -the prop C, permits the lat-
ter to be folded inwardly between the sec-
tions' A and B, when the latter are folded
toward each other as will be apparent in
Figure 4 of the drawing. The prop C sup-
ports the bench at a point intermediate the
ends thereof.

Fach leg D is provided with side members
96 and cross rungs 27, while secured to the
outer faces of the side members 26 of each
leg D are plate hinges 28 having goose-neck
like extensions 29, which at their ends are
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ball-like snap engagng keeper 32

connected to the side rails of the sections A
and B through the medium of pivots 30, so
that the lews D can fold inwardly ag(unst
the underside of the sections A and B to
assume the position as shown in Figure 4
of the drawing, whereby the said legs D and
prop C will be dispesed betieen “the said
fo]ded sections A and B.

The standard 24 of the prop O has

mounted thereon sprm<r latching element

31, which carries ab 1t frec vesilient end a
the lat-

ter being designed to snap into enoa«rement
in a socket 33 formed in the hdloer block
22 in . its e\posed face, so_as to “Jock the
standard 24 of the prop C in supporting
position and against folding movement,
when the bench *s set up for use. The block
22 has formed theren a way or channel 34

opening into the socket 33 to guide the

keeper 32 or to permit the latter to friction-
ally engage in or disengage from said socket
33 in the foldmm and unfolding of the prop
C as will be apparent.

‘When the legs D are unfolded or swung to
supporting posmon, the top of each leg will
contact with the side rails of the sections
A and B as is clearly obvious from Figure
3 of the drawing. The prop. C and the Iems
D will support t the bench in set up condlmon,

“whereby it will sustain the load of wash tubs

or other articles when placed thereon.
When the bench is not in use the same is
folded by swinging the sections A and B
toward each othcr to bring the same into
folded parallel relation as 1s shown in I*Lfr-

1,635,002

ure 4 of the drawing. It is of course under-
stood that prior to the swinging of the sec-
tions A and B toward each other the prop C
is unlatched and folded and lhkewise the
legs D are folded inwardly against the under
or inner faces of the sections A and B of the
bench.

From the f(nefrolnrr it is thought that the
construction and manner of use of the fold-

able bench will be clearly understood,
Therefore, 1 more extended explanation or

detailed descnptxon has been omltted for
the sake of brevity. It will be apparent that
when the bench is set up for use the sections
A and B are disposed. at right angles to
each other, but constitute a continuity of
supporting surface for wash tubs or other
articles to be placed thereon.

What is claimed 1s:—

The eombination with a bench having
foldable sections = hingedly connected to-
gether at their inner ends, legs for the outer
ends of sa’d sections, a suppmt for the inner
ends of said sections eomprising a standard
provided with a relatively wide foot, a sock-
eted hanger block en the bench, a hinge
connecting the standard to the block, and a
snap spring hinge latching element on the
standard hawnfr a ball engaging  keeper
adapted to enter the socket in tho hanger
block for lecking the standard in suppmt~
ing relation to the bench,

In testimony whereof, we affix our signa-
tures hereto.

FRED F. PAGEL.
CARL E. KLAWITTER.
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