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This invention relates to hobby horses, and particularly 
to a supporting means therefor which resists overturning 
and tendency to creep. 

In a popular, modern embodiment of the hobby horse, 
the animal figure is suspended from four tension springs 
which are anchored on the uprights of a supporting frame, 
an arrangement which permits bucking movements of 
the horse in a manner which is variable in direction and 
extent, as controlled by the rider, and which is therefore 
superior in its action to the old-time rocking horse, which 
was capable of only a bobbing movement, offixed period. 
Obviously, the modern type is more suited to the skill 
and energies of the very young, especially males, but such 
devices also have objectionable features, among which is 
a tendency on the part of the users to overwork the device, 
resulting in painful upsets, and marred or broken furniture 
and other household effects. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide a 
mount for hobby horses which will afford a secure anchor 
age. Another object is to provide a means for preventing 
overturning hobby horses, and also for preventing creep 
ing movement. More particularly, it is an object to ac 
complish the foregoing without permanent type fastening 
CaS 
These and other objects, which will be apparent, are 

attained by the present invention, a preferred form of 
which is described in the following specification, as illus 
trated in the drawing, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a hobby horse, with 

rider up, and mounted on a stand, or supporting frame, 
having anchoring means according to the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a bracketed view, in perspective, of the 

anchoring means, with the parts exploded, and shown 
on an enlarged scale over that of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view through the anchoring 

means, taken on the line 3-3 of FIGURE 1, and 
FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3, taken at 

right angles thereto, and showing a modified form of 
mounting for the anchoring means. 

Referring to the drawing by characters of reference, 
there is shown, in FIGURE 1, a hobby horse 10, with 
four, laterally protruding pins 12, which respectively 
secure the inner ends of four, heavy duty tension springs 
14, the outer ends of which are attached to the top ends 
of four uprights 16 of the supporting framework. As 
shown, the framework, which is conventional, and there 
fore forms no part of the present invention, of itself, is 
formed from two lengths of tubular material, joined in 
a central segment 18, with the tubes diverging in Sec 
tions 20 at each end, and bent upwardly to form the up 
rights 16. In conventional usage the sections 18 and 20 
of the framework would dwell directly on the floor or 
ground, a situation which leaves the device quite vulner 
able to sliding about, tipping and overturning. To over 
come these tendencies, I have provided a set of four 
suction cups 22, each mounted on one of the divergent 
sections 20, in strategic location for counteracting over 
turning movements. 
As seen in FIGURE 3, the suction cups are of the usual 

form, with a bell-form cup 24 having an internal, domed 
cavity 26, and a protruding, central, cylindrical shank 
28. The shank has a blind, axial bore 30, with a recess 
in its wall to receive a nut 32, and hold it against rotation 
and withdrawal. Nut 32 threadedly receives a bolt 34, 
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which serves to connect the suction cup to a coupling 
means which engages the supporting framework of the 
hobby horse. The coupling means comprises a split 
strap having a flat base 36 with a central bore 38 to pass 
the shank of bolt 34, arcuate sides 40, of generally horse 
shoe form, with spaced, parallel, flat, terminal sections 
42, suitably bored to receive a clamping bolt 44, equipped 
with a nut 46. The clamping strap is designed to be 
slipped over the divergent base sections 20 of the frame 
work and clamped in place at selected positions thereon, 
preferably near the outer ends. In order to avoid metal 
to-metal contact, and thus minimize wear and distortion, 
a cushioning sleeve 48 of rubbery material is first mounted 
on the tubular sections 20, and the coupling strap then 
clamped in place on the sleeve. This not only protects 
the metal parts, but provides a thorough, frictional en 
gagement, which prevents sliding and rotation with only 
moderate clamping pressures. The sleeves may be slipped 
over the uprights and around the curves at the bottom 
corners, in which case they will be sized for a clearance 
affording an easy, sliding fit, or they may be provided in 
split form, for direct attachment to the sections 20. 
With the suction cups in place, the weight of the hobby 

horse and its supporting framework will press the cups 
downward, exhausting air from the cavities, whereby pres 
sure conditions strongly resist withdrawal and, therefore, 
any tendency of the framework to overturn, or even to 
rise from the supporting surface is defeated. In addi 
tion, due to the particular combination of a plurality of 
strategically placed cups in a system which is subject to 
forces directed in all three dimensions, it follows that the 
mounting is rarely, if ever, subject to a preponderance 
of force in a horizontal direction, and therefore sliding 
movement, or "creep' of the system is also eliminated. 
While the system can be released, without great difficulty, 
for movement about to different locations, yet the prob 
lem of releasing all four cups is attended with sufficient 
expenditure of time and effort to discourage wanton 
handling and juvenile vandalism, and therefore conducive 
to good order and preservation of property. 
In the modification shown in FIGURE 4, sections 20 

of the framework are provided with permanent, reinforc 
ing, outer, metallic sleeves 50, which are put on during 
manufacture, and prior to bending of the upright sections 
6 of the framework. A common, lateral bore is pro 

vided through sleeve 50 and section 20, to receive a long 
bolt 52, which is adapted to engage the captive nut 32 
in the suction cup shank. If desired, the suction cups 
may be provided with lifting tabs for easy relief of 
preSSure. 

While certain, preferred embodiments have been shown 
and described, various modifications will be apparent, in 
the light of this disclosure, and the invention should not, 
therefore, be deemed as limited, except insofar as shall 
appear from the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination with a tubular, hobby horse frame 

work of the type having a base with two sets of divergent 
segments, a sleeve of rubbery material carried on each 
of said segments, a split clamping strap having arcuate 
sides engaging each said sleeve, a pair of terminal tabs 
with aligned bores receiving a clamping bolt, and a flat 
base section with a bore receiving an attaching bolt, and 
a suction cup having a shank with a blind bore holding 
a captive nut, engaging said attaching bolt. 

2. In combination with a tubular, hobby horse frame 
work of the type having a base with spaced segments, a 
sleeve of rubbery material carried on each of said seg 
ments, a split clamping strap having arcuate sides en 
gaging each said sleeve, a pair of terminal tabs with 
aligned bores receiving a clamping bolt, and a flat base 
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section with a bore receiving an attaching bolt, and a 2, 193,991 
suction cup having a shank with a blind bore holding a 2,375,513 
captive nut, engaging said attaching bolt. 2,696,389 

2,758,632 
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