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To all, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WALTER, S, MENDEN 

HALL, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Covington, in the county of Kenton and 

5 State of Kentucky, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Pen-Racks, of 
which the following is specification. - 
My invention relates to a pen rack, the fea 

tures of which are fully set forth in the de 
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Io scription of the accompanying drawings mak 
ing a part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view. Fig. 3 is 
a section on line ac, ac, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a re 
verse sectional elevation of Fig. 1, showing 
the parts in position for taking apart and put 
ting together. Fig. 5 is a modification of the 
pen clamp. 

1 represents a rectilinear frame cast inte 
gral, and adapted to rest upon a table, or to 
be secured to any vertical support, such as a 
window frame or the back of a desk. It is 
provided with a rectilinear oblong opening 
between the end posts 7. 

2 represents slots at the foot of each of the 
end posts 7 opening downwardly. - 
4 represents a coiled wire the free ends o 

which are preferably provided with an eye 
to pass loosely around the rod 3; this rod is 

3o flexible for the reasons hereinafter explained; 
it is held in position upwardly in the slots 2 
by the coiled spring 4. . 
The parts are put together as follows: The 

spring is coiled and compressed, as shown in 
35 Fig. 4, and held against one of the posts 7; 

the rod 3 is then passed through the coils or 
convolutions of the spring and seated at one 
end in the slot 2 of the end post 7, as shown 
in Fig. 4. When the spring is released the 

4o coils spread apart into the position shown in 
Figs. land 2, and, being seated on the edges 
of the frame or casting (see Figs. 3 and 5). 
operate to lift up the rod B, and seat the 
same in the slots 2. It is desired to have the 

45 coils, or any desired number of them, slipped 
laterally on the rod 3 so that it may accom 

modate any number of pens in the adjoining 
coils without unduly straining the spring; the 
spring holds the rod 3 in place by its upward 
strain, resting upon the sides of the frame 
for vertical support. The rod 3 being elas 
tic allows the spring to slip on the rod, yield 
ing to the strain upwardly without unduly 
drawing the spring down upon the frame; 
this elasticity also allows the rod 3 to be bent 
downward in inserting or removing it, as 
illustrated in Fig. 4. Thus the spring is al 
lowed to be readily inserted and taken out, 
the spring holding the rod 3 upward in posi 
tion, and yet because of the flexibility of 
both of the parts allowed to move freely lat 
erally along the supporting base and over the 
rod. 

6 represents a recess formed in the upright 
posts; the object of which is to extricate a pen 
from the holder; the pen is inserted in this 
recess and then moved laterally until the op 
posite corners of the recess bind against the 
pen forming a clutch to hold the pen and al 
low strain to be exercised on the holder to 
extract the pen therefrom. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim is 
A pen rack consisting of a rectilinear open 

frame 1 formed in one piece and provided at 
its opposite ends with downwardly opening 
slots 2, the outer side of each slot being in 
closed a coiled spring 4 resting upon said 
frame, and a rod 3 passing through the con 
volutions of said spring and seated in said 
slots and held therein by the tension of the 
spring, said rod being elastic whereby the 
spring and rod may be readily taken out, and 
put in place, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand. 
WALTER, S, MENDENHALL. 

Witnesses: 
T. SIMMONS, 
C. W. MILES. 
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