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2 Claims.

My invention relates to an improvement in re-
frigerator shelves wherein it is desired to pro-
vide a removable shelf structure which is readily
.adaptable to quick adjustment and change.

Most refrigerators constructed at the present
time are provided with removable or slidable
shelves so that the shelves may be entirely re-
moved when it is desired for cleaning or the
like. While some effort has been made to con-
struct shelf supporting means which permits the
height of the shelf to be adjusted, most of these
means add considerable cost to the refrigerator,
and are therefore not widely used. It is often
desired in a refrigerator to place more tall pack-
ages in the refrigerator than the same is normal-
1y designed to admit. These can be placed in
most of the common types of refrigerators by re-
moving an entire shelf. Ordinarily, however, the
removal of an entire shelf provides too much
area for the taller packages such as bottles or the
like, and not enough area for the other goods to
be placed in the refrigerator.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a shelf construction wherein one of the
shelves of the refrigerator is formed in sections,
so that certain of the sections may be moved or
pivoted out of place in order to accommodate
taller packages withcut the necessity of remov-
ing the entire shelf. For example, the center
section of the lower shelf may be formed to sup-
port a drawer or slidable tray beneath the same,
while the two side sections of the shelf may be
formed of flat pivotally mounted members which
may be pivoted into horizontal position to form g
continuous shelf, or which may be pivoted into
a vertical position to accommodate bottles and
tall packages in this portion of the refrigerator.
These side sections may be quickly and easily re-
moved in their entirety from the refrigerator if
it is desired.

It is a further feature of my invention to pro-
vide g drawer compartment for vegetables or the
like suspended beneath a section of the lower
shelf in such a way that the drawer and the shelf
section may be quickly removed from the re-
frigerator in its entirety if it is desired for clean-
ing purposes or to make room for the tall pack-
ages. The entire drawer supporting section of
the lower shelf is merely removably secured to
the rear refrigerator wall and is supported by
legs at the front which merely rest upon the bot-
tom of the refrigerator or fit into sockets formed
on the floor or bottom of the refrigerator com-
partment.

It is an added feature of my invention that my
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construction in preferred form is extremely sim-
ple and inexpensive to manufacture or produce.
Thus this arrangement may be added to any re-

- frigerator in the manufacture thereof at ex-

tremely low cost.

These and other objects and novel features of
my invention will be more clearly and fully set
forth in the following specification and claims.

In the drawing forming a part of my specifica~-
tion:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a refrigerator
with my shelf arrangement provided therein.

Figure 2 is a front perspective view of the re-
frigerator illustrating the shelf arrangement.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a section of
the refrigerator and drawer supporting means
illustrating one manner in which the front legs
of the supporting shelf can be held in place.

Figure 4 is a bottom perspective view of the
drawer supporting shelf. :

The refrigerator A includes a food compart-
ment B which is refrigerated by the refrigerat-
ing unit C. The unit and cabinet may be of any
particular type.. The important part of the re-
frigerator to the applicant rests in a particular
shelf construction such as is illustrated in the
lower refrigerator shelf D. )

The shelf D comprises a drawer supporting
shelf section {8 for supporting the drawer 1 and
preferably a pair of side secticns 12 and 3.
While it is not essential, it is preferable to form
the central section 10 as a solid shelf to provide
a closure for the top of the drawer {§. The side
shelves {2 and 13 may be of various types, but
in the preferred form illustrated are shown em-
bodying a marginal wire frame {4 and a series
of parallel supporting rods {5 welded on the
frame 14,

The shelves {2 and i3 are secured to the side
walls {6 and {7 of the food compartment B by
means of brackets {9 which pivotally engage the
frame 14, The brackets {9 are preferably sub-
stantially hook-shaped to engage the frame 14
and to hold the shelves {2 and 13 so that they
may swing upwardly to overlie the food compart-
ment walls {6 and 17 as illustrated in dotted out-
line in Figure 1 of the drawing, or may lie down
in a horizontal plane as illustrated in Figure 2
of the drawing. o
- The shelf supporting section {8 is formed of
a frame 208 preferably constructed of g single
heavy wire or rod bent into substantially U-
shape and having legs which are designed to ex-
tend down into contact with the floor of the re-
frigerator or with the next lower shelf. This
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frame 20 is accordingly bent to provide a pair
of parallel side members 21 connected together
with an end member 22 forming the end of the
U. Legs 23 extend downwardly from the open
end of the U-shaped frame and are protected by
rubber tips 24 if it is desired.

The drawer supporting section i8 is provided
with a solid shelf 25 having downwardly extend-
ing flanged edges 26. As shown in Figure 4 of
the drawing, the frame 28 is secured to the un-
der surface of the sheet 25 to reinforce and sup-
port the same. A pair of opposed channels 27
having the cpen sides thereof in opposed rela-
tion are secured to the bottom of the sheet 25 in
sueh a manner that the front ends at least of
these channels are open. These channels are
designed to accommodate the transverse flanges
28 on opposite side edges of the drawer {1 to per-
mit the drawer to be slidably suspended from the
sheet 25.

The closed end 22 of the U-shaped frame 29
is provided with a pair of off-set portions 39 ex-
tending below the flange 26 at the rear end of
the section 18 and forming loops to permit in-
sertion of lugs 3i on the rear refrigerator wall.
In inserting the section D in place, it is only
necessary to insert the lugs 31 through the loops
30 and to properly positioh the legs 23 at the

front of the refrigerator. Sockets such as 32 may
be secured to the floor of the refrigerator to
accommodate the lower extremity of the legs 23,
or any other suitable means may be employed
to hold these legs in proper position,

On opposite sides of the center section 18, I
provide hook-shaped brackets 33 which are de-
signed to accommodate the edge of the frame
{4 opposite that engaged by the hinge brackets
19. 'These brackets 33 therefore hold the side
sections 12 and 13 of the shelf D in substantial
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alignment with the center section 18 of the same
to form a continuous shelf when it is desired.

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have
described the principles of construction and op-
eration of my refrigerator shelf; and while I have
endeavored to set forth the best embodiments
thereof, I desire to have it understood that this
is only illustrative of a means of carrying out my
invention and that obvious changes may be made
within the scope of the following claims without
departing from the spirit of my invention.

T claim: )

1, A refrigerator including a cabinet provided
with opposed side walls and a rear wall, a sub-
stantially U-shaped frame, the free ends of said
U-shaped frame being bent downwardly to form
legs on the front end thereof, means on the rear
cabinet wall supporting the closed end of said
U-shaped frame, an imperforate shelf on said
frame, drawer means suspended beneath said
shelf, and drawer suspending means on said
shelf for said drawer means.

2. A refrigerator comprising a refrigerator
body having opposed side walls and a rear wall,
a shelf section comprising an imperforate shelf,
legs on the front end of said shelf to support the
same, means on said rear wall supporting the
rear end of said shelf, a separate shelf pivotally
secured to each of said side walls of said refrig-
erator, and pivotal from upright position to a
position in substantial alignment with said im-
perforate shelf, means on said shelf section en-
gageable with said separate shelves in alinged
position thereof to support said separate shelves
along opposed side edges thereof, and a drawer
slidably supported by said imperforate shelf be-
neath the same.

ROBERT S. AHRENS.



