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CUSTOMER TO SUPPLIERFUNDS 
TRANSFER 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

0001. The present application claims priority to United 
Kingdom Patent Application Number 08 09 383.3, filed on 
May 23, 2008 and entitled “Customer to Supplier Funds 
Transfer the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by 
reference. 

FIELD OF THE TECHNOLOGY 

0002. At least some embodiments of the disclosure relate 
to apparatuses for performing customer to Supplier funds 
transfer. 

BACKGROUND 

0003 Systems for ordering products and/or services over 
the Internet and then making payment via the Internet are 
known. Many of these conventional systems involve identi 
fying credit or debit card numbers such that funds may be 
obtained from a bank in a manner Substantially similar to 
conventional credit card transactions. 
0004. A system for instructing payment to be made via 
mobile telephone text messages is described in United States 
patent application publication No. 2007/020383.6 A1, pub 
lished Aug. 30, 2007. This provides an alternative method of 
payment that may be considered more secure than entering 
credit card details into a networked computer system, but it 
has a disadvantage in that it requires a set up procedure in 
order for the method to be deployed. 
0005. An alternative approach is described in United 
States patent application publication number 2009/0006217 
A1, published Jan. 1, 2009, which was filed Jun. 29, 2007 and 
assigned U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/824,607. This 
process has been Successfully deployed and is trading under 
the Service mark “MOBILLCASH. The MOBILLCASH 
system allows an order to be placed over the Internet and for 
funds to be transferred by transmitting a plurality of premium 
rate mobile terminating text messages to a mobile telephone 
held by the customer. Thus, by this method, a customer is only 
required to enter their telephone number, resulting in a charge 
being made to their mobile telephone account, from which it 
is then possible for funds to be transferred to the supplier. 
0006. However, a problem with effecting transfers using 
mobile telephone technology is that charges for using the 
service tend to be grouped together with other mobile tele 
phony charges, and therefore a user may be persuaded to 
revert back to using a credit card so as to identify these 
charges separately. 

SUMMARY OF THE DESCRIPTION 

0007. Apparatuses and methods to facilitate customer to 
Supplier funds transfer via premium messages are described 
herein. Some embodiments are Summarized in this section. 
0008. In one aspect, there is provided a system for the 
electronic transfer of funds from a customer to a Supplier, 
including: a customer browser component connected to a 
network; a Supplier browser component connected to the 
network; a server component connected to the network and 
having a database component; a mobile cellular telephone 
with a telephone number operable by the customer; a mobile 
cellular operator providing mobile cellular services to the 
mobile cellular telephone; wherein: the server component is 
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configured to transmit a plurality of premium rate mobile 
terminating text messages to the mobile cellular telephone to 
effect a payment from the customer to the supplier after a 
customer has placed an order with a Supplier, the server 
component is configured to populate the database with an 
identification of each the customer's telephone number; the 
server component is configured to populate the database with 
respect to each transaction implemented by the transmission 
of the premium rate text messages; and the server is config 
ured to facilitate the accessing of transaction records for a 
requesting customer by receiving details of the customer's 
telephone number. 
0009. In a preferred embodiment, the server is configured 
to facilitate the accessing of transaction records from a 
requesting customer only after the customer has supplied 
personal details and become a registered user. 
0010. In a second aspect, there is provided a method for 
providing customer to Supplier funds transfer, including: 
transmitting a plurality of premium rate mobile terminating 
text messages to a mobile cellular telephone to effect a pay 
ment from a customer to a Supplier after the customer has 
placed an order with the Supplier, populating a database at the 
server with an indication of each customer's telephone num 
ber, populating the database with respect to each transaction 
implemented by the transmission of the premium rate text 
messages; and facilitating the accessing of transmission 
records from a requesting customer by receiving details of the 
customer's telephone number. 
0011. The disclosure includes methods and apparatuses 
which perform these methods, including data processing sys 
tems which perform these methods, and computer readable 
media containing instructions which when executed on data 
processing systems cause the systems to perform these meth 
ods. 
0012. Other features will be apparent from the accompa 
nying drawings and from the detailed description which fol 
lows. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013 The embodiments are illustrated by way of example 
and not limitation in the figures of the accompanying draw 
ings in which like references indicate similar elements. 
0014 FIG. 1 shows a representation of the Internet. 
0015 FIG. 2 shows components forming a preferred 
embodiment working within the environment of FIG. 1 con 
ducted within the environment of FIG. 2. 
0016 FIG.3 shows procedures conducted within the envi 
ronment of FIG. 2. 
0017 FIG. 4 shows an example of a browser. 
(0018 FIG. 5 details the visual display unit identified in 
FIG. 4. 
0019 FIG. 6 details graphical user interfaces displayed by 
the visual display unit identified in FIG. 5. 
0020 FIG. 7 shows procedures implemented by a service 
SeVe. 

0021 FIG. 8 details procedures for confirming a payment 
identified in FIG. 7. 
0022 FIG.9 details procedures for the allocation of mes 
sages identified in FIG. 7. 
0023 FIG. 10 shows an example of a constraints file of the 
type identified in FIG.9. 
0024 FIG. 11 shows various use types. 
0025 FIG. 12 shows an environment substantially similar 
to that of FIG. 2, implementing one embodiment. 
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0026 FIG. 13 shows an example of an invitation of the 
type identified in FIG. 12. 
0027 FIG. 14 shows a graphical user interface for receiv 
ing information. 
0028 FIG. 15 shows a database table for recording infor 
mation. 
0029 FIG. 16 shows the generation of a report. 
0030 FIG. 17 details a table in database 208. 
0031 FIG. 18 shows an example of procedures for the 
transfer of information. 
0032 FIG. 19 illustrates the transfer of information to a 
user's browser. 
0033 FIG. 20 shows the display of information at a user's 
mobile cellular telephone. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0034. The following description and drawings are illustra 
tive and are not to be construed as limiting. Numerous specific 
details are described to provide a thorough understanding. 
However, in certain instances, well known or conventional 
details are not described in order to avoid obscuring the 
description. References to one or an embodiment in the 
present disclosure are not necessarily references to the same 
embodiment; and, Such references mean at least one. 
0035 A representation of the Internet 101 is illustrated in 
FIG. 1 in which potential customers are provided with cus 
tomer browsers 101 to 108 and a plurality of suppliers are 
provided with supplier browsers 111 to 115. The environment 
therefore allows customers to place orders with suppliers for 
the delivery of products and/or services and for the customers 
to transfer funds to the suppliers in order to effect payment for 
the goods and/or services. 
0036. It is known practice for a transaction to be initiated 
by a customer, Such as customer 102, by the customer making 
a request for a web page to be served, which provides details 
of a Supplier's products, allows product selections to be made 
and facilitates payment for these products. 
0037 FIG. 2 shows components forming a preferred 
embodiment working within the environment of FIG. 1 con 
ducted within the environment of FIG. 2. 

0038. Within the environment identified in FIG. 1, a pre 
ferred aspect of one embodiment provides an apparatus for 
the electronic transfer of funds from a customer to a supplier 
as illustrated in FIG.2. A customer browser component 102 is 
connected to the Internet 101 and a supplier server component 
111 is also connected to the Internet. A service server com 
ponent 201 is connected to the Internet 101 and a mobile 
cellular telephone 202 is operable by the customer, that is to 
say, the same customer who is using browser 102. 
0039. A mobile cellular operator 203 provides mobile cel 
lular services to the mobile cellular telephone 202. The ser 
Vice server component 201 is configured to transmit a plural 
ity of premium rate mobile terminating text messages 204 to 
the mobile cellular telephone to effect a payment from the 
customer (at 102) to the supplier (at 111) after the customer 
has placed an order with the Supplier. 
0040. The mobile terminating premium rate messages are 
included in telephone bills received by the mobile telephone 
owner, resulting in payment 210 being made to the mobile 
operator 203. Thereafter, the mobile operator 203 effects the 
appropriate transfer 211 to the supplier 111. The supplier 111 
has now received funds and is therefore prompted to perform 
delivery 212 of the purchased product or service. 
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0041 Procedures conducted within the environment of 
FIG. 2 are detailed in FIG. 3, in the form of a telecommuni 
cations protocol diagram. The diagram of FIG.3 includes the 
browser 102, the cellular telephone 202, the supplier server 
111 and the service server 201. 
0042. Initially, the browser issues a signal 301 to request a 
page to be Supplied from the Supplier server 111. In response 
to receiving this request, a page of data 302 is returned to the 
browser 102, resulting in a page being displayed to the cus 
tomer at the browser 102. 
0043. In response to reviewing the served page, a request 
303 for an order is conveyed to the supplier server 111. In 
response to receiving this order, the product server 111 makes 
an invitation 304 for a payment to be made. In response to 
receiving an invitation for a payment to be made, the browser 
makes an instruction 305 in order to effect the payment. Thus, 
in accordance with one embodiment, payment is made by 
issuing premium rate text messages to the mobile telephone. 
0044) The supplier server 111 issues an instruction 306 to 
the service server 201. The service server 201 issues a request 
307 to the mobile cellular telephone 202 for a confirmation to 
the effect that the payment is to be made. Thus, in order to 
achieve payment by the mobile telephone mechanism, it is 
necessary to enter a telephone number and it is also necessary 
for the purchaser to be in possession of the mobile telephone 
so that the purchaser may effect that confirmation. 
0045. The mobile cellular telephone therefore issues a 
confirmation 308 back to the service server 201 (via the 
cellular telephone network) to the effect that the purchase has 
been confirmed. 
0046. Upon receiving the request confirmation 308, the 
service server schedules and issues a plurality of premium 
rate mobile terminating text messages 309. Thereafter, the 
product, virtual product or service is sent from the Supplier to 
the purchaser, as illustrated by arrow 310. 
0047. An example of a browser 201 is illustrated in FIG.4, 
in which a visual display unit 401 is provided to allow web 
pages to be displayed. In addition, user input is facilitated by 
a keyboard 402 and a mouse 403. The applicant has become 
aware that browser environments are particularly attractive 
for displaying catalogues of goods and receiving orders for 
goods. However, problems arise in terms of effecting pay 
ment over the Internet due to security concerns. The mobile 
telephone system described herein thereby provides an alter 
native mechanism for payment. 
0048 Generally, the relationship between customers and 
mobile providers is a strong relationship builton mutual trust. 
Within the Internet environment it is unlikely for this level of 
trust to exist. Furthermore, it is not necessary for the user to 
have access to a credit card or to even possess a credit card. 
0049. In the example shown in FIG. 4, the browser takes 
the form of a desktop computer but equally it could take the 
form of a laptop computer or similar device. It is also envis 
aged that the browser and mobile telephone text messaging 
services could be constrained within a unified product, Such 
as a high level mobile device. 
0050 FIG. 5 details the visual display unit 401 identified 
in FIG. 4. The visual display unit 401 in FIG. 5 shows an 
image relevant for initiating the process of making a payment. 
Display 501 includes a field 502 in which the current price is 
displayed. The user is then prompted to identify a means of 
payment, which in this example shows a credit card link 503, 
a debit card link 504 and the mobile telephone account link 
505. In practice, many of these links may be repeated for 
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different credit card types, for example, and often each credit 
card link would include its associated logo or graphical rep 
resentation, etc. 
0051 FIG. 6 details graphical user interfaces displayed by 
the visual display unit identified in FIG. 5. 
0052 Having clicked through on link 505 (as shown in 
FIG. 5) screen 601 is displayed, that also includes a field 602 
identifying the required payment. Having clicked through for 
this type of payment, it is possible that the total payment 
figure may have increased so as to include an additional 
charge for effecting payment via the mobile cellular tele 
phone network. Thus, assuming a user wishes to continue, the 
user is invited to enter their cellular telephone number in a 
field 603 and the user may be asked to confirm this number in 
a further field 604. After confirming the payment, a further 
screen 605 may be displayed, subject to the particular imple 
mentation of the application. 
0053 Screen 605 includes a field 606 again identifying the 
total payment. The screen then continues to say that this 
amount will be deducted from the telephone account and a 
user is invited to accept the transaction by clicking button 607 
or declining the transaction by clicking cancel button 608. 
0054 Procedures implemented by the service server 201 
are identified in FIG. 7. The service server provides for the 
operating of a payment via the Internet in which details are 
received, of a transaction, from a product server 111 identi 
fying a price to be paid by the customer. Details of the cus 
tomer's mobile telephone are received at the service server 
and thereafter a plurality of premium rate text messages are 
transmitted to the mobile telephone to effect that payment. 
0055. In response to receiving instructions 306, the service 
server 201 seeks confirmation from the mobile cellular tele 
phone in operation 701 to the effect that payment is to be 
made. 
0056. Upon receiving confirmation 308, messages are 
allocated in operation 702, and in operation 703 the premium 
rate messages are transmitted with confirmation to the Sup 
plier being provided in operation 704. 
0057 FIG. 8 details procedures for confirming a payment 
identified in FIG. 7. 
0058. The result of procedure 701 for confirming the pay 
ment is illustrated in FIG. 8, in which the mobile cellular 
telephone 202 receives a message displayed on the mobile 
telephone display 801. In this example, the message states 
“please confirm your payment of and the amount to be paid 
is displayed in field 802. In this example, it is possible to 
confirm the payment by operating the central navigation but 
ton 803. Alternatively, the transaction may be cancelled by 
the operation of a cancel button 804. 
0059. The confirmation of the payment creates a mobile 
originating message. This message may incur a modest 
charge for transmission over the mobile network. In this 
example, a dedicated mobile telephone is shown. However it 
should be appreciated that the mobile telephone designation 
also includes other devices with mobile telephony function 
ality. 
0060 FIG.9 details procedures for the allocation of mes 
sages identified in FIG. 7. 
0061 Procedure 702 for the allocation of messages is 
illustrated in FIG.9. In operation 901 a file 902 of data is read 
that identifies appropriate local constraints for the transac 
tion. Alternatively, these details may be supplied from an 
appropriately configured database. The local constraints are 
relevant for the particular country in which the financial trans 
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action is taking place, including appropriate currency for the 
transaction and other regulations relating to the use of pre 
mium rate messages. 
0062. The constraints contained within file 902 identify 
the specific examples of premium rate messages that may be 
deployed, along with a level of payment that is associated 
with each of these messages. In addition, the constraints also 
specify maximum transaction values, usually restricting the 
total level of transactions that may occur during a day and 
often also identifying a maximum level of transactions that 
may take place over a month, given that many customers are 
billed on a monthly basis. 
0063. In this example, an operator may specify that total 
transactions for a day must not exceed 30 dollars and total 
transactions for the month must not exceed 400 dollars. Typi 
cally, these constraints are applied across an operator's net 
work and are not allocated on a customer-by-customer basis. 
0064. In operation 903 the total value of the transaction is 
divided into a plurality of messages such that in combination, 
the value of the messages adds up to the total value of the 
transaction. 
0065. In operation 904 an allocation is made over a num 
ber of months. If the total value of the transaction exceeds a 
monthly limit, it is necessary to spread the transmission of the 
messages over two or more months. 
0066. In operation 905 an allocation is made over a num 
ber of days. Again, if either total transactions or monthly 
transactions exceed the total transactions allowed, the actual 
transmissions must take place over a number of days, with a 
plurality of messages being allocated for each individual day 
within the batch. 
0067. It is possible for the maximum transmissions to 
occur within, for example, three days over a particular month. 
It is possible that the transactions could occur over more days, 
until the allocation for the month is reached. If the allocation 
for the month is reached, it is then necessary to continue 
making transmissions upon entering the next month. 
0068. In operation 906 the transmissions are scheduled, 
resulting in the generation of a transmission schedule 907. 
0069 FIG. 10 shows an example of a constraints file 902 
of the type identified in FIG. 9. This defines a total transmis 
sion value for the day and a total transmission value for the 
month. In addition, it identifies valid premium rate message 
codes. Thus, in this example, at line 1001 a code 86.1000 
effects a charge of 50 cents, as shown at line 1002. Similarly, 
a code of 861 100 effects a charge of 1 dollar and as illustrated 
at line 1003, a charge of 1.50 dollars is effected as a result of 
transmitting code 86.1110. A code of 861 111 results in a 
charge of 3 dollars and similarly a five dollar charge results 
from the transmission of code 861112. 
0070 An example of a displayed field 802 is also shown in 
FIG. 10 which, for the purposes of this illustration, indicates 
a charge of 25.50 dollars. 
0071 FIG. 11 shows various use types. 
0072 The present preferred apparatus performs a method 
of transferring funds electronically in which a plurality of 
premium rate mobile text messages are transmitted from the 
server to a mobile cellular telephone to effect payment from 
the customer to the Supplier after the customer has placed an 
order with a supplier via a network connected browser. A 
database is populated at the server with an identification of 
each customer's telephone number. It is then possible for 
customers to make purchases via this mechanism in a non 
registered mode of operation. However, in accordance with a 
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preferred aspect of one embodiment, the customer is 
prompted to Supply additional personal data. Thus, as illus 
trated in FIG. 11, nonregistered use of the system is illustrated 
at 1101. After this nonregistered use, a question is asked at 
1102 of a customer as to whether they wish to register their 
use of the system. Thus, when answered in the negative, 
further nonregistered use may occur at 1101. 
0073) If, however, the customer agrees to the registration 
process (the question asked in operation 1102 being answered 
in the affirmative), a registration process is performed in 
operation 1103. 
0074 Thereafter, registered use occurs in operation 1104, 
and thereafter in operation 1105, transaction information may 
be transferred to suppliers and third parties. 
0075 FIG. 12 shows an environment substantially similar 

to that of FIG. 2, implementing one embodiment. Multiple 
premium rate mobile terminating text messages 204 are 
shown being issued from the server 201 to the mobile cellular 
telephone 202. However, in addition, the mobile cellular tele 
phone 209 also receives an invitation or a prompt 215 to 
Supply additional personal information. 
0076 FIG. 13 shows an example of an invitation 215 of the 
type identified in FIG. 12. In the example of an invitation 215 
to a browser illustrated in FIG. 13, the browser receives a 
message 1301 which states “would you like to receive a 
discount?” In response to receiving this, it is possible for the 
user to press a cancel button 1302. Alternatively, pressing an 
“OK” button 1303 results in an affirmative response being 
returned to the server 201. 

0077 FIG. 14 shows a graphical user interface for receiv 
ing information. In a preferred embodiment, personal infor 
mation is received from the user via the user's browser 102. 

0078. When the user makes use of browser 102 to effect 
payment via this method again, the user is presented with a 
screen of the type shown in FIG. 14. At the browser, the user 
selects fields within the graphical user interface using mouse 
403 and enters the text by keyboard 402.The user then applies 
a mouse click to the 'send' link 1401. 

0079. In this example, a first name is received at field 1402 
and a family name is received at field 1403. These are text 
boxes allowing any text entry to be made. Further fields 1404 
to 1407 are provided in the form of pull down boxes from 
which predefined selections can be made. Thus, in field 1404 
the user is invited to identify their gender and at field 1405 
they are invited to identify their city of residence. Similarly, 
pull down box 1406 invites the user to identify a favorite 
entertainment and a similar pull down box at 1407 allows a 
favorite hobby to be identified within the field. As previously 
stated, the user then selects link 1401 and the information is 
transmitted over channel 215 to the database 208 within 
Server 201. 

0080 FIG. 15 shows a database table for recording infor 
mation. Within database 208 a table is created so as to record 
the information received from each user. At column 1501 a 
unique identification is given for the user which is then 
recorded against the user's telephone number at column 1502. 
For nonregistered use, only columns 1501 and 1502 are popu 
lated. Alternatively, it would be possible for telephone num 
bers to be recorded in a separate linked table. 
I0081 Columns 1503 to 1508 only become populated after 
a registration process. Thus, a given name and a family name 
are recorded at columns 1503 and 1504 respectively in 
response to receiving free text entries 1402 and 1403. 
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I0082 Gender is recorded at 1505 (from entry 1404), with 
city, entertainment and hobbies being recorded at 1506,1507 
and 1508, in response to entries from 1405, 1406 and 1407. 
I0083 FIG.16 shows the generation of a report. It is envis 
aged that personal data will be collected over a period of time 
and a plurality of tables may be included within a database of 
substantially similar configuration to that shown in FIG. 15. 
Registered users are identified as such, and in a preferred 
embodiment the user is provided with a discount each time 
the service is used. As previously described with respect to 
FIG. 10, the possibility of providing an additional charges for 
the service was described, and in a preferred embodiment this 
charge may be made against nonregistered users whereas 
registered users may be able to make use of the service for 
free. 
I0084. Similarly, suppliers, such as supplier 111, may be in 
a position to make use of the service effectively for free, but 
a charge may be required if they wish to obtain user transac 
tion data, essentially for marketing purposes. In a preferred 
embodiment, it is possible for a Supplier to receive transaction 
data relating to the specific transactions made with them. 
Alternatively, average data may be of greater assistance Such 
that specific telephone numbers are not required, whereupon 
it will be possible to provide a broader range of data, includ 
ing data obtained from transactions relating to other Suppli 
CS. 

I0085. Furthermore, in an alternative preferred embodi 
ment, given that the personal nature of the data has been 
removed, it would be possible for this accumulated data to be 
made available to external parties not actually themselves 
registered as a supplier. Furthermore, the availability of this 
data may encourage Suppliers to make this service available 
to their customers. 
I0086. In a first embodiment it is possible for suppliers to 
gain access to database 208. Alternatively, it may be possible 
for the Suppliers to receive designated reports, such as report 
1601 of the type shown in FIG. 16. 
I0087. In the example shown in FIG. 16, a supplier is inter 
ested in advertising entertainment packages and therefore 
wishes to know which type of entertainments are preferred by 
their existing customers. Thus, by referring to the information 
collected within column 1507, for a number of users, it is 
possible to perform calculations to determine percentages. 
Thus, in this example, the Supplier receives information to the 
effect that 40% of their users prefer playing computer games, 
compared to the other options of watching movies, watching 
plays, watching sports or watching comedy. Thus, with this 
information on hand, the Supplier may make an educated 
decision to the effect that further website promotions would 
best be directed at computer games in preference to DVDs 
and movie downloads, etc. 
0088 FIG. 17 details a table in database 208, which 
includes a table for recording each financial transaction. Non 
registered use as indicated at 1101 and registered use as 
indicated at 1104 result in the table shown in FIG. 17 being 
populated. 
0089. Table 1701 includes a first column 1702 for record 
ing the identity of the user. Thus, in this example, each user is 
given a unique number. 
0090 The supplier from whom the user is purchasing 
product/service is identified in column 1703, followed by an 
indication of the product 1704. Column 1705 records a net 
price and column 1706 records a discount from the net price. 
This discount represents a discount given for being a regis 
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tered user and does not relate to any discounts given by the 
Supplier themselves; these being included in the net price 
figure. Thus, thereafter, column 1707 records an actual price. 
0091. In this example, user 4781 has purchased product 
from supplier Smith, Jones and Big Inc. Thus a total of three 
products have been purchased, identified in this example as 
P2, P4 and P5. 
0092 FIG. 18 shows an example of procedures for the 
transfer of information, as indicated in operation 1105. 
0093. In operation 1801, information is transferred to a 
supplier over channel 209, for example. This may result in the 
Supplier receiving customer related information Such as that 
illustrated in FIG. 16. 
0094. In operation 1802 information is supplied to third 
parties. This information is aggregated and does not identify 
specific customers. The third party does not necessarily make 
use of the service but it is possible for the third party to obtain 
this information for a price. 
0095. In operation 1803 details of the user's transactions 
are transferred to the user's browser. Thus, in a preferred 
embodiment, it may be possible for registered users to obtain 
this information without additional charge. 
0096. In operation 1804 the transfer of user information to 
a user's mobile cellular telephone is illustrated. This may be 
available without charge, or a predetermined number of trans 
missions per month may be available without charge, after 
which a charge will be made to the user. 
0097. Operation 1803 for the transfer of information to the 
user's browser results in data being displayed at the user's 
browser as shown in FIG. 19. 
0098. User 4781 logs on to the appropriate website and 
Supplies appropriate information to allow the log on proce 
dure to be completed. Thus, for example, it is likely that a user 
would identify their telephone and a password. Thus, having 
entered this information, details of recent transactions are 
Supplied to the user. 
0099. In the example shown, a statement takes the form of 
a table. This includes a first column 1901 for identifying the 
name of the supplier, a second table 1902 for identifying the 
product, a third table 1903 for identifying the net price and a 
fourth table 1904 for identifying the actual amount paid. 
0100. As it can be seen from FIG. 19, the totality of the 
data available in table 1701 has been filtered so as to show 
only the transactions for user 781. Furthermore, in this 
example, the actual discount figure (from column 1706) is not 
included. However, the system does identify the actual price 
paid and at 1905 a total is included, possibly for all transac 
tions up to transactions included on the last mobile telephone 
statement. Thus, a payment is made for mobile telephone 
services as illustrated at 210, resulting in the transactional 
data being recorded as paid. Thereafter, in the preferred 
embodiment, only unpaid transactions are included. In this 
way, it is possible for a user to be kept up to date as to where 
they stand in anticipation of the next mobile cellular bill. 
Furthermore, in an alternative embodiment it is possible for a 
user to obtain historical records, possibly on a monthly basis. 
0101. In response to the transfer of data to the user's 
mobile telephone, as identified in operation 1804, informa 
tion is displayed on the mobile cellular telephone 202, as 
shown in FIG. 20. In this example, the information is shown 
in a table having a first column 2001 and a second column 
2002. In this example, column 2001 identifies the product 
(P2, P4, P5 etc) and column 2002 shows the actual price paid 
AP2, AP4 and AP5 etc. The mobile telephone display may 
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also include a total, shown at 2003, which would be of par 
ticular use to users given that it would indicate how much they 
have spent in a particular month so as to assist them with 
budgeting. 
0102. In the foregoing specification, the disclosure has 
been described with reference to specific exemplary embodi 
ments thereof. It will be evident that various modifications 
may be made thereto without departing from the broader 
spirit and scope as set forth in the following claims. The 
specification and drawings are, accordingly, to be regarded in 
an illustrative sense rather than a restrictive sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus to electronically transfer funds from a 

customer to a Supplier, the customer having a mobile cellular 
telephone with a telephone number, a mobile cellular opera 
tor providing mobile cellular services to the mobile cellular 
telephone, a customer browser component connected to a 
network, the apparatus comprising: 

a server component connected to the network; and 
a database coupled to the server component, wherein the 

server component is configured to: 
transmit a plurality of premium rate mobile terminating 

text messages to the mobile cellular telephone to 
effect a payment from the customer to the Supplier 
after the customer has placed an order with a Supplier; 

populate the database with an identification of the tele 
phone number of the customer, 

populate the database with at least one transaction 
record related to the premium rate text messages; and 

facilitate access to the transaction record by the cus 
tomer via the telephone number of the customer. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the database includes 
a data table storing details of transactions. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the server component 
is configured to facilitate the transfer of transaction records to 
the customer browser component or to the mobile cellular 
telephone of the customer. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the server component 
is configured to transmit the premium rate mobile terminating 
text messages in a scheduled order over a number of days. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the server component 
is configured to schedule transmission of the premium rate 
mobile terminating text messages to avoid exceeding a pre 
established maximum daily limit. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the server component 
is configured to prompt the customer to Supply additional 
personal data and populate the database with the additional 
personal data, wherein the access to the transaction record is 
facilitated only after the additional personal data is recorded. 

7. A method to provide customer to supplier funds transfer, 
the method comprising: 

transmitting a plurality of premium rate mobile terminat 
ing text messages, from a server computer to a mobile 
cellular telephone at a telephone number of a customer, 
to effect a payment from the customer to a Supplier after 
the customer has placed an order with the Supplier, 

populating a database at the server computer with an indi 
cation of the telephone number of the customer; 

populating the database with a transaction record related to 
the transmitting of the premium rate text messages; and 

facilitating access to the transmission record by the cus 
tomer via the telephone number of the customer. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the database includes a 
table of transaction records. 
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9. The method of claim 7, wherein the access to the trans 
mission record is facilitated by transmitting details to a 
browser of the customer or to the mobile cellular telephone at 
the telephone number of the customer. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the details identify a 
total value of sales made over a period of time. 

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the details show a total 
of sales that have not been cleared from a telephone account 
of the customer. 

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the transmitting of the 
premium rate mobile terminating text messages is according 
to a schedule over a number of days. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the schedule is deter 
mined to avoid exceeding a pre-established maximum daily 
limit. 

14. The method of claim 7, wherein the customer is 
prompted to Supply additional personal data and the access to 
the transaction record is facilitated only after the additional 
personal data has been received. 

15. A computer-readable medium having computer-read 
able instructions, the instructions causing a computer to per 
form a method, the method comprising: 

transmitting a plurality of premium rate mobile terminat 
ing text messages, from the computer to a mobile cellu 
lar telephone at a telephone number of a customer, to 
effect a payment from the customerto a supplier after the 
customer has placed an order with the Supplier, 
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populating a database at the computer with an indication of 
the telephone number of the customer; 

populating the database with a transaction record related to 
the transmitting of the premium rate text messages; and 

facilitating access to the transmission record by the cus 
tomer via the telephone number of the customer. 

16. The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
the access to the transmission record is facilitated by trans 
mitting details to a browser of the customer or to the mobile 
cellular telephone at the telephone number of the customer. 

17. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein 
the details identify a total value of sales made over a period of 
time. 

18. The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
the details show a total of sales that have not been cleared 
from a telephone account of the customer. 

19. The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
the transmitting of the premium rate mobile terminating text 
messages is according to a schedule over a number of days 
determined to avoid exceeding a pre-established maximum 
daily limit. 

20. The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
the method further comprises prompting the customerto Sup 
ply additional personal data; and wherein the access to the 
transaction record is facilitated only after the additional per 
Sonal data has been received. 
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