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This is a continuation application of co-pending ap 
plication entitled Dress Strip, Serial No. 272,270, filed 
April 11, 1963, now abandoned, which was a continua 
tion-in-part application of the application entitled Up 
holstery Attachment, Serial No. 84,917, filed January 25, 
1961. 

This invention relates to furniture, and more particu 
larly to an upholstery assembly with a protective decora 
tive edge strip assembly on upholstered, pre-formed chair 
shells. 
Modern style furniture commonly incorporates a pre 

formed contoured shell of fiber reinforced plastic, metal, 
laminated wood or plastic, or related structures. The up 
holstery material for such chair shells is conventionally 
drawn over the peripheral edge of the shell and secured in 
the back by inserting a wire through a peripheral loop on 
the edge of the cover sheet. The tightly drawn portion 
of the cover sheet extending over the edge of the shell 
regularly protrudes beyond the remainder of the chair. 
Consequently, when chairs are pushed against each other 
or against a wall, these edges become scuffed and worn. 
Moreover, the sharp edges mar walls readily. 
The attachment of a protective edging to prevent this, 

however, has presented a considerable problem hereto 
fore, especially when the edging is adhered in place on the 
article of furniture. If only a slight amount of adhesive 
is employed, the strip is readily pulled loose after a rela 
tively short period of time because users usually grasp 
this edging to pull the chair around. On the other hand, 
if a substantial amount of adhesive is employed, the ad 
hesive oozes out from under the strip to permanently soil 
and discolor the decorative upholstery cover sheet. Alter 
nate methods such as stitching are not always possible and 
are often impractical, especially with thick plastic edging 
material. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide an 
upholstered chair edge assembly having protective, decora 
tive, and wear resistant qualities. It prevents scuffing of 
the upholstery cover sheet, and substantially eliminates 
wall marring. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an ad 
hered edge-protective strip on a pre-formed furniture shell, 
capable of being securely anchored without any oozing of 
the adhesive from under the strip and without being readily 
pulled loose during use. 

These and other objects of this invention will be ap 
parent upon studying the following specification in con 
junction with the drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a chair employing the 
novel strip; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary, perspective, enlarged view of 

a section taken on plane II-II of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, enlarged, sectional, perspective 

view of the assembly illustrated in FIG. 2, shown prior to 
attachment of the strip; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a complete typical strip; and 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, sectional, elevational enlarged 

perspective view of a modified form of the assembly. 
Referring specifically to the drawings, the novel article 

of furniture is shown on a chair 10 including a base sub 
assembly 14 and a seat subassembly 12. 
The base or support Subassembly 14 may be composed 
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of a plurality of interconnected legs 15 mounted to the 
seat subassembly. 
The seat Subassembly 12 includes a rigid, pre-formed 

contoured shell 16 of any suitable material having suffi 
cient strength. Examples are fibrous-glass reinforced 
plastic, laminated wood, and metal. The shell is con 
toured to form a large seating concavity by having a bot 
tom 17' and an upstanding back 6a extending around the 
rear of the bottom 17' and along the sides thereof to form 
Opposite sides 16b. The shell includes a continuous flange 
19 (FIGS. 1 and 2) around its entire periphery, with the 
flange terminating in a continuous peripheral edge 19'. 
The flange extends generally rearwardly from the shell 
back (FIG. 1), extends laterally outwardly in opposite 
directions from the shell sides, and extends generally 
downwardly from the front of the shell bottom. Cover 
ing the shell is upholstery material 18 and the novel edge 
protective strip 24. The upholstery material 18 covers 
both the bottom portion 17 and the back portion 15 of 
the seat, and may include a seamline along the juncture 
32 between the bottom and the back. It preferably in 
cludes both a cover sheet 20 of plastic, cloth, woven textile 
material, or some other equivalent flexible, decorative 
sheet, and a resilent pad 22 of foam material such as plas 
tic or rubber. The foam material is tapered towards the 
edges of the chair to form a smooth contoured edge. 
The pad and the cover sheet both have a contoured con 
figuration to match that of the shell. 
The foam pad 22 is adhered to shell 16 with a suitable 

adhesive which forms a permanent bond therebetween. 
Likewise, the decorative cover sheet 20 is preferably 
bonded to the foam material 22, either with an adhesive or 
With heat fusion. The peripheral edge portion 23 of 
cover sheet 20 overlaps the edge of foam material 22 and 
is adhered directly to shell 16 by an adhesive. Thus, the 
upholstery material is securely anchored in place on the 
shell prior to attachment of the protective decorative 
strip 24. 
The protective bumper strip 24 is a flexible resilient strip 

material ordinarily formed of a thermoplastic material 
Such as a polyvinyl plastic. The strip may be extruded 
continuously and severed in lengths usable for each par 
ticular chair or other article of furniture. It is generally 
U-shaped in cross section and the U has specially con 
figurated legs. More specifically, it has been found that 
if a conventional U-shaped strip is adhered to the chair, 
either the adhesive tends to ooze out onto the visible cover 
ing material out of the confines of the strip, or else suffi 
cient adhesive to retain the strip firmly in place cannot be 
applied. It will be realized that when a chair has a 
decorative strip Such as this, if the chair is pulled about 
the floor at all, the person pulling the chair ordinarily 
grasps the slightly bulging protective strip since it forms 
a convenient handle. Thus, unless the strip is securely 
anchored, it will readily pull loose from the remainder of 
the chair. The novel strip enables a substantial amount 
of adhesive to be used to firmly anchor the strip, while yet 
retaining all of the adhesive within the confines of the 
Strip. It also provides an interlocking action to the 
bonded joint, rather than a mere shear effect between 
flat Surfaces. The inner walls of each of the legs 25 of the 
U-shaped strip 24 include elongated grooves that form 
adhesive retention cavities. In the form of the inven 
tion illustrated, these grooves include a deep groove 27 
in each Wall near the center thereof, and an adjacent 
shoulder 29 adapted to contact the cover sheet on the one 
side and the shell on the opposite side. The terminal 
portions of the legs include a pair of lips 31 from the 
respective edges which protrude inwardly toward each 
other. Therefore, normally shoulders 29 and lips 31 
abut the sides of the cover sheet 20 and the shell 16 
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leaving a recess portion adjacent thereto for adhesive 33. 
When the strip is applied so that the inner end of the U 
abuts the edge of shell 16, slight recessed areas 35 also 
remain between the shell and the strip to receive adhesive 
(see FIG. 2). The adhesive is thus retained in these 
cavities and recess portions and is prevented from oozing 
out of the confines of the strip by the terminal lips 31. 
Thus, the novel strip construction enables a considerable 
amount of adhesive to be incorporated to anchor the 
strip without messiness. Moreover, the undulated con 
figuration of the cured adhesive and cooperating strip 
create an interengagement that firmly resists removal ef 
the strip with a mere sliding action. 

If desired, the strip may also be stitched to the up 
holstery material in addition to the adhesive as illus 
trated in FIG. 5. In this modified form, edge 123 of the 
chair shell and the edges of the upholstery material which 
includes a base sheet 150, a foam pad 122 and a cover 
sheet 120, are enveloped with protective strip 124. The 
textile or plastic base sheet 150 may be adhered to the 
shell and to foam pad 122 to anchor it in place. Addi 
tionally, cover sheet 120 may be bonded to foam pad 
122. The novel strip 124 is adhered to the upholstery 
cover sheet edges and chair shell with a suitable adhesive 
that is retained within the confines of the strip as ex 
plained above. Additionally, supplemental stitching 128 
is applied through leg 126 of the U-shaped strip and 
through the two upholstery sheets 120 and 150. This is 
done prior to attachment of the strip and upholstery to 
the shell by first adhering this leg to the sheets, then 
stitching and then attaching the entire assembly over the 
shell by deformation of leg 130. Alternatively, the leg 
126 need not be adhered to the cover sheets, but only 
stitched while adhering the lower leg 130 of the strip to 
the shell with adhesives. This latter form of the inven 
tion is not preferred. 

Certain additional advantages will be 'apparent to those 
in the art upon studying the foregoing form of the inven 
tion and the principles involved. Also, certain minor 
structral modifications to suit a particular purpose, 
article of furniture, or type of shell may be made. These 
obvious modifiactions are deemed to be part of this 
invention if practicing the principles thereof. Therefore, 
the invention is to be limited only by the scope of the 
appended claims and the reasonably equivalent structures 
to those defined therein. 
We claim. 
1. An upholstered chair construction comprising a con 

toured supporting shell forming a large seating concavity, 
said contoured supporting shell having a bottom portion 
defining a seating surface, having an upstanding back 
portion extending around the rear of said bottom por 
tion to form a back and forwarding along the sides of 
said bottom portion to form sides, said shell having a 
continuous flange around its entire periphery, with said 
fiange terminating in a continuous peripheral edge; said 
flange extending generally rearwardly from said back, 
extending laterally outwardly in opposite directions from 
said sides, and extending generally downwardly from the 
front of said bottom portion; base support means for said 
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shell; an upholstery pad over the seating surface of said 
shell, having a contoured configuration to match that of 
said shell, the outer edge portions of said pad having a ta 
pered configuration toward said peripheral edge but termi 
nating short of said edge to leave a marginal edge area of 
shell exposed; a cover sheet over said pad, having a 
contoured configuration to match that of said shell and 
said pad, and extending over said marginal edge area to 
said shell peripheral edge; at least the edge areas of said 
pad being adhesively bonded to said shell; said cover sheet 
being adhesively bonded to said shell in said marginal 
edge area, and being adhesively bonded to said pad in 
at least the edge areas of said pad; a flexible, decorative, 
protective U-shaped strip enveloping the edges of said shell 
and cover sheet; said strip having one leg overlapping 
and secured to said cover sheet in said marginal edge 
area, and the other leg overlapping and adhesively bonded 
to said shell opposite said marginal edge area, whereby 
even though said shell has a large concavity area nor 
mally subject to extensive use, said pad and cover re 
main securely retained thereon. 

2. The upholstered chair in claim 1, with said strip 
having elongated grooves in the inner walls of both legs 
of the U, defining adhesive retention cavities; and ad 
hesive within said cavities, forming a generally undulated 
interengagement between the cured adhesive and the strip 
to securely bond said strip to said shell and cover sheet. 

3. In the chair of claim 1, wherein the legs of said U 
each have a terminal lip projecting toward the opposite 
leg to retain adhesive within the confines of said strip. 

4. In the chair of claim 2, wherein said strip has 
shoulder projections adjacent said grooves, and said pro 
jections and lips comprise spaced contact areas against 
said shell and cover sheet. 

5. The chair construction in claim 1 wherein said pad 
is adhesively bonded to said shell over substantially the 
entire back surface of said pad. 

6. The chair construction in claim 5 wherein said cover 
sheet is adhesively bonded to said pad over substantially 
all coincident area thereof. 
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