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1

This invention relates to a clock, and without
being limited thereto, is particularly applicable
to an electric wall clock. In the past one of the
problems connected with wall clocks was the
necessity of supplying them in several colors so
that the purchaser could select a color to suit
the decorative scheme of the room in which the

clock was to be used. The manufacturer was.

also faced with a second problem, namely the
length of the electric cord. If the cord were made
long enough to reach the electrical outlet in cer-
tain locations, it was sure to dangle when hung
in a location nearer to an outlet.

Therefore, one of the objects of the present
invention is to provide a clock having a case part
that is removable without tools so that the con-
sumer can change the color scheme of said clock
by merely replacing said case part.

A second object is to provide a clock having
means to support a cord on the clock so that the
consumer may select the length of cord that
hangs from said clock or he may conceal the en-
tire cord.

Another object is to provide an improved clock
that may be manufactured for low cost and is ex-
ceptionally simple to assemble.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent
from the following description of a preferred em-
podiment of the invention taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a clock
embodying the invention;

Pig. 2 is a back elevational view of said clock;

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on the
line 3—3 of Fig. 2, with the cord not shown;

Fig. 4 is a front elevational view of a detach-
able case part removed from the clock case;

Fig: 5 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line
55 of Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is an elevational view of the back plat
removed from the clock; and :

PFig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken on the
line T—T1 of Fig. 6.

Referring now to Pig. 1, reference numeral 10
designates a clock case preferably moulded of
plastie, but which may be made of other suitable
madterials, such as wood or metal.

The case 10 includes a central portion {1 gen-
erally hemispherical in shape; a series of cut-out
numerals or other indicia 12 surrounding said
central portion; and a ring portion 13 surround-
ing said numerals. A series of cut-outs or open-
ings 14 in the case are defined by the outer border
of the central portion 11, the inner border of the
ring portion 13 and the spaced numerals {2. A
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removable ring 15 is positioned behind the nu-
merals 12 so that portions of the ring can be seen
through the openings 14.

Turning now to Pigs. 2 and 3, three bosses i6
are moulded in the rear of the central portion {1
of the case. A back plate #7 is secured to said
bosses by self-tapping screws 98. As will be fur-
ther described, the back plate 17 performs several
functions including supporting the movement,
providing a receptacle for the electric cord, and
providing fastening means for the removable
ring {5.

The back plate |7 may be made of any suitable
material, but steel or aluminum is preferred.
The back plate is formed with a raised central
portion (8 generally circular in outline except for
a sector 9. The sector |19 and a flange 20 are
in the same plane. As shown in Fig. 2, when the
back plate (1 is assembied in the clock case an an-
nular channel 21, having a U-shaped cross-sec-
tion, is formed by the raised portion 18, the flange
20 and the inside of the central portion i1 of the
clock case.

Two series of fingers are formed on the pe-
riphery of the flange 20. In one series, four
fingers 22 are bent toward the center of the back
plate so that they project over the channel 21
and almost touch the raised portion 18. The
purpose of these fingers is to retain an electric
cord 23 in said channel.

A second series of fingers 24 project from the
flange at right angles, and are bent over out-
wardly at their ends. The fingers 24 should be
resilient or spring-like. Therefore, if the back
plate 17 is made of a material such as aluminuimn,
it may be preferable to fasten steel fingers 24 to
the back plate by suitable means. When the re-
movable ring (5 is pressed into the back of the
case, the fingers 24 are bent slightly inward so
that their resiliency serves to hold the ring {5 in
place by pressure on the inner periphery.

The clock movement 25 is conventional and
may be either synchronous motor driven or spring
driven. In this example a synchronous motor
type is shown. The movement 25 is supported by
three screws 26 that pass through rubber grom-
mets 27 to secure the movement to the back plate
17. The movement 25 drives three hands 30 by
means of co-axial shafts 31.

The electric cord 23 passes from the movement
25 through a grommet 28 and is coiled in chan-
nel 21 where it is held in place by fingers 22. If
the clock is to be used with a standard receptacle,
just enough cord to reach the receptable is un-
wound from the channel, Thus there need by no
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long loop of cord left dangling, as with the ordi-
nary electric clock.

If the clock is to be placed directly over a
special clock receptable, then no cord need be
unwound. In this case, the electrical plug 29
will be positioned in the depression {8 so that
the clock W’ll set ﬂat agamst the wall.,

An opening 39 inh the éése is provided 61 hang+
ing the clock.

It is contemplated that the above described

clock will be sold to the consumer with one of-
more rings 5. Bach ring will be furnished with:

one color on the front and another on the back.

Thus to change the color ‘scliemé of “the clnck;,
the consumer need merely Hiishi-6A the: front 6f-

the ring releasing it from the spring fingers 24.

The ring could then be reversed: and replaced in -

the clock case by pressing on the back of the ring.

The spring fingers would then hold it in pigee:

If the customer is not satisfled with the colors
furnished, he may purchase other rings or color
his own ring. It will be'seeil that béth thHeé mianu=
facturer’s and the dealer’s stock may be reduced
sihce only ‘oné thédel heed be stocked with a
variety of rings to be offered to the customer to
give Him his choice of color.

Ohviously, the ihvention is not lirited: to the
details of the described erdibodimert, §ince these
may bemodifiéd. Moreover, it is not iridispenisible
that all of the féatures of the invention bé used
cohjointly since ceitain featurés may be used to
advantage in different combinations.

What is claimeéd.is:

1. A clock comprisinig & caSe having &4 move=
ment portion and a fiange portioh with a plurality
of openinhgs thereii surroundifig said movenient
portion, a- réversible member positioned. behind
said flange portich so-that parts of sdid mhember
afe visible through said opeéniiigs ‘and-méans to
frictionslly support said ‘iember behind. sHid
flange portion, solély by c¢oiitaét between. the
periphery ‘of said réversible métnbei ahd:a portién
of said case so that said member can bérénisved
from the case by pressure oh its frént siirfacs.

2. A clock comprising a- ¢iife REVing a ‘move-
ment holding portioii and an ihdic¢ia Portien” sur—
rounding said -movément Kolding ‘periion - Wwith
openings ih said case petween the indicia, a Te=
movable member and meahs'to6 support said-hiem=
ber behind said indicia portion'séthat it is visible
through said openings, §aid thefaber 'béing: sup-~
ported solely by frietional contaét betweeh its
periphery and a portion of §4id ‘caSe $6 that it
can be removed froin-said case:by pressure on the
front of said member.

3. A clock comprising a movement a-case Hav-
ing a flange por t1on and a movement portion’ pro—
jecting from said fiange portlon sald flaige ' por«
tion having a plurahty of Gpeningstheérein, a re=
movable mémber; a back plate secutred 6! sald case
and supporting said ‘moverdent, a blurahty of
fingers p1 <33ect111<r ‘ from the perlphery of sald

able membel béhind said openmgs 50’ that: “por-

tmns of said member are visible through said ..

pcnmgs
4, A ‘clock comptising a' movement, a-case ‘hiy-
ing ‘a rnovémeht holding portich: and a p01t10n
having openings therein ST ndmg Said move-
ment holdihg portlon a back plate For
ment holdityg portion and a- plurahty of‘sprmg
fingers ‘on said back plate adapted to hold a Te-
movable enibér in ‘position behind said “open:
ings.
5. A-clock ‘comprising-4 ¢asing Naving o 1move-
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ment holding portion at the back and a second
portion having openings therein surrounding said
movement holding portion, a back plate secured
to said movement holding portion, a plurality of
spring fingers positioned around the periphery
of said back plate and adjacent said second por-
tion and a removable member held in position
béhind theopetiings of sdid Secoiid portiot by said
8pring members.

6. A clock comprising a casing having a move-

‘friént portion and an annular portion surround-

ing said movement portion and having a series of
openings therein, an annular plate adapted to be

‘positionied behind said annular portion and ad-
- jaeent $aid ‘openings and resilient means to hold

said-annuliar platé in position.

7. A clock comprising a casing having an
openmg at the back, a time movement positioned
in gaid easing, a back plate secured to said cas-
ing and closing said opehing, one series of bend-
dblefingérs positioned arournid the periphery of
sdifl back: pldate and adapted to hold a removable
meiiber - in - position behind sdid. casing; and a
setond series -of fingers positioned around said
periphery and-adapted to hold a coiled electrical
cord oh the back-of said casing.

8. ‘A'elock ‘comprising a one piece-case having
a: gentral portion geénerally hermisbherical in
shipe; 4 ring: shaped portion -surreunding and
spaced:-from said ‘eéiitral portion; a -plurality -of
spaced meinbers connectihg said eentral pertion
to said ring ;portion with openings 'in the casihg
between adjacent méinbers, a detachable anriulay
blate adapbed to bepositioned inside of said ring
portion: and means to support said pldte -on said
case and behingd said members so that it is -visible
threugh said openings.

9. In a clock‘having a movement and a clock
éase with a- movement Holding ‘portion and a
portion - having - spaced openings' therein, the
éombination: comprising a back plate for said
cloek ¢ase; a first series of résilient fingers spaced
around the periphery of said back plate and
adaptéd to hold a member in position by spring

- beision dhd a second Seriss of fingers hént toward

the center of said back plate to form elamping
means for-holding an electric cord in position.:

10. A'eldek comprising a movement; an electrie
¢ord eonnectéd ‘to said movement, - clock case
enclosifig: said Moverent, a -plate attached: to
the- batk of said 'case having a :portion raised
from the plane of said plate-around which said
electric cord is adapted to be: coiled, and a -séries
of cldinping members spaced around the’ outside
of said ‘platé and adapted to hold a coiled ¢6rd
to said back plate.

11. A clogk comprlslng a one piece case -having
a central portion, an annular portion surround-
ing'and spaced from said central portmn a: plu-~
rality of spaced members connecting said central
portien to said annular portion with openings in
said casing between adjacent members, and a-de=
tachable plate:positioned within the periphery of
Said ~annular ‘portion -and behihd said sphced
members so that portions of said plate ave-visible
through said opéhings.

12, A clock ‘cotaprising a - movement ‘4 ¢ase
BAVIRE & Mibvement poftion and 2 flatige portioh
with a pl‘urahtbf of openings therein Surrounding
said movement portion; and a plate positiviied
behind said Hange portion so that’ portions of
sid plate-are visible ‘through ‘said openings, said
cdse havihg meats Lo’ hold said plate in position
by frictional contict With the periphery of said
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plate so that said plate may be removed from
said case by pressure on its front surface.

13. A clock comprising a case having a move-
ment portion and an annular portion surround-
ing said movement portion, said annular portion
having a plurality of openings therein, and an
annular plate positioned behind said openings,
said case having means to contact the periphery
of said plate and hold said plate in position by
frictional contact with its periphery.

14. A clock comprising a one-piece case having
a movement holding portion, a series of spaced
numerals surrounding said movement holding
portion, and a ring portion surrounding and con-
necting said numerals; and a removable plate
positioned behind said numerals so that it is
visible through the spaces between said numerals,
said plate being held in position solely by friction
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between its periphery and a portion of said case
so that it is removable from the case by pressure
on its front surface.

MAX E. SCHLENKER.
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