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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERBERT G. AVERY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Al 
bany, in the county of Albany and State of 

5 New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Ink-Wells for Desks; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 

Io it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the figures of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
The object of my invention is to provide an 

ink-well for desks, &c. 
Figure 1 shows a vertical sectional view of 

a desk-top, a pen-hole through the same, a 
spring-retaining device, and an ink-well, the 

20 retaining device and the ink-well being ar 
ranged to slide back and forth, so as to cause 
the ink-well to approach and pass under the 
pen-hole, and to recede therefrom, this figure 
showing the ink-well closed. Fig. 2 shows a 

25 similar view, but showing theink-well open 
i. e., its mouth directly under the pen-hole. 
Fig. 3 shows a plan view of the retaining de 
vice, which consists of a flat spring, formed as 
shown, having an opening through the same 

3o to receive the ink-well, and slots in one end 
thereof to receive screws or pins or other 
fastening devices, allowing of the spring and 
ink-bottle to be slid back and forth. 
A full description is as follows: The desk 

35 top 1 has a pen-hole 2 through it. Under the 
desk-top the holding device 3, which prefer 
ably consists of a flat spring, but which may 
not be a spring, if desired, is placed and is 
attached to the desk-top by screws or pins or 

4o other holding devices 6, said screws or pins 
preferably passing through slots 9 and hold 
ing the spring in engagement with the desk 
top, but loosely enough so that the spring may 
be slid back and forth on the pins, and to ac 

45 complish this sliding I form a finger-catch. 7 
on the end of the spring. Near one end of 
the spring I form an opening 8 to receive an 
ink-bottle, said ink-bottle preferably having 
a flange around its top, as shown, and I form 

5o an offset in the spring just beyond the bot 
tle, as shown at 5, so that the upper surface 
of the end 5 will lie level with the mouth of 
the ink-bottle, but the ink-bottle may not 

5 

have a flange if desired, and its mouth may 
not rise above the surface of the spring, in 
which case the forward end 5 of the Spring 

| need not be bent up as shown. The ink-bot 
tle 4 is placed in position preferably by bend 
ing the spring down until the bottle can be 

I slipped into the opening 8, and the bottle is 
preferably removed the same way; but in case 
the holding device 3 is not a spring then 
the screws or pin 6 may have oblong heads, 
and by turning the heads lengthwise of the 
slots 9 the heads will slip through the slots 
and the holding device 3, and the bottle 4 
may be removed and put in place again and 
retained there by turning the heads of the 
screws or pins crosswise the slots 9; but I do 
not confine myself to this method of fasten 
ing the holding device 3 to the desk and 
causing it to slide back and forth thereon, as 
any other means of fastening may be used, 
if desired, that will produce the same effect 
without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention, as I claim, broadly, a movable fasten 
ing device as substantially herein described. 
The operation is as follows: The apparatus 

being in position as shown in Fig. 1, the 
mouth of the well lies under the desk-top and 
away from the pen-hole and is covered by the 
desk-top, and the forward end 5 of the hold 
ing device 3 covers the lower end of the pen 
hole 2, and it is thus closed. When it is de 
sired to open the well to use the same, the 
hand is placed under the desk, the finger 
piece 7 is seized, and the retaining device 3 
and bottle 4 are pushed forward until the 
bottle 4 lies under the pen-hole 2, as shown in 
Fig. 2. When it is desired to close the well, 
the holding device and bottle 4 are pulled 
backward until they assume the position 
shown in Fig. 1. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim is 
A desk-top having a pen-hole through it 

and an ink-well and holder for the same re 
tained under the desk-top, the holder being 
arranged to move and carry the ink-well to or 
from the pen-hole, for the purposes described. 
In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
HERBERT G. AVERY. 

Witnesses: 
J. F. HARRIS, 
J. MUNHOLLAND. 
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