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To all whom it ey concern:

Be it known that I, IIENRY H. FREEMAN, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Pittsburg, in the county of Alle-
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Playing-Card Holders and Seore-Cards, of
which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had therein to the accompanying’

drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in card-holders, and re-
lates more particularly to that classemployed
to retain or hold playing-cards.

It is a well-known fact that when playing
cortain games of cards—such as whist, dupli-
cate whist, skat, hearts, and like games,
where the players are required to hold a large
number of cards—it is qnite a difficult task to
hold the cards in such a manner that they
will be exposed to view and to retain them in
such position when playing a game that not
one of them will be overlooked.

It is the object of the present invention to
overcome such difficulties and provide a card
holder or rack that may be easily held in the
hand and the cards arranged therein insuch
a manner that the same may be easily read
by the players.

Another object of the present invention is
to provide a holder or rack with a counter or
indicator for the purpose of scoring points or
games as the play progresses.

The presentinvention furthercontemplates
to provide a card holder or rack that will be
extremely simple in construction, strong, du-
rable, and comparatively inexpensive to man-
ufacture; furthermore,one that may securely
retain the eardsand allow same to be readily
removed therefrom as the various tricks are
played.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel combina-
tion and arrangement of parts to be herein-
after more fully described, and specifically
pointed out in the claim.

In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forminga partof thisspecification, and where-
in like numerals of referene indieatec like
parts throughout both views, in which—

Figure1isafront elevation of my improved

card holderor rack,showing anumber of cards

secured therein. Fig. 2 isa vertical sectional
view thereof with the ecards removed.

In the drawings the reference-numeral 1

represents the base, which is preferably, al-
though not necessarily, formed in a semieir-
cle, and 2 represents a front portion of the
rack or holder, which is also preferably semi-
cireular and is formed in a manner that will
allow the base 1to extend above the front
portion 2. The said base and front portion
are rigidly secured together by means of riv-
ots 3, carrying heads 4, upon said rivets be-
ing rotatably secured indicators 5, carrying
pointers 6. These pointers 6 operate upon
the dial 7, whiclimay be printed or otherwise
marked upon the front portion 2. The dial
7 has graduations marked thereon in order to
indicate the different pointsor games, as the
case may be.

The reference - numeral 8 represents the
playing-cards.

The base and the holder are suitably spaced
apart by means of a washer 9, secured over
the rivets 3, and by a spacing-strip 10 at the
lower ends of the base and holder, the latter
being secured in any well-known manner.

For the purpose of illustrating the opera-
tion of my device we will assume that the
hand of whist is played, the thirteen cards of
each player being arranged in one of the hold-
ers or racks and may be arranged therein so
that each card will be sufficiently exposed to
view that a mistake is not apt to ocecur when
certain suits are called for by the player play-
ing lead.

In case duplicate whist is played the card
holders or racks may be used in lieu of the
ordinary racks that are now employed for
duplicate whist. By this arrangement ad-
vantages are obtained, such as retaining the
cards for the players and indicating upon the
dial the score of the opponents.

It will be noted that the holders may be
made of any suitable material, such as card-
board, pasteboard, fiber, or any other mate-
rial suitable for the purpose; furthermore,
that the base and front portion of the holder
may be formed of one piece of material dou-
bled over upon itself.

By the above arrangement the racks will
retain the scores of both the opposing parties
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and the turning-points of the games may be
readily -calculated. It will be noted when
playing the game of duplicate whist much
time is saved and the separate card that is
usually kept is entirely dispensed with, the
counters effectually serving this purpose.
The many advantages obtained by the use
of my improved holder will be readily ap-
parent from the foregoing description, taken

in connection with the accompanying draw--

ings.

It will be noted that various changes, such
as the shape of the holder and the manner of
securing the base and front portion together,
may be made in the details of construction
without departing from the general spirit of
my invention.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A card-holder comprising a base flat, a flat

]
front portion of less width than the said base:
portion secured thereto, a spacing-strip inter-
posed between the lower portions of the said
base and front, securing-rivets located above
the said spacing-stripand passing through the
said base and front, washers of approximately
the same thickness as a card mounted upon
the rivets therebetween, dials on the said
front portion encireling the said rivets, and:
an indieator rotatably mounted upon each of
the rivets, and heads carriéd by the said riv-
ets for retaining the indicators in their re-

Spective positions, said boards held rigidly

together, and adapted to frictionally engage
the cards inserted therebetween.
. In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
HENRY H. FREEMAN,
Withesses:
JOHN NOLAND,
K. E. POTTER.




