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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LERoY J. ELLIS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Fanwood,
in the eounty of Union and Stateof New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Fasteners for Shutters and the -

Like; and I do hereby declare the following
to be afull, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relatesto certain new and use-
fal improvements in locks or fasteners espe-
cially intended for securing shutters against
being opened from without, but which may be
employed as well for other analogous uses.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a plan view of a portion of a win-
dow frame shown partly in section and illus-
trating the applieation of my improved fas-
tener thercto, the relative position of the shut-
ter being indiecated in dotted lines. Fig. 2

represents a vertical section of the parts

shown in Fig. 1, together with the shutter and
window sash. Fig. 3 represents a perspec-
tive view of the fastener itself; and Fig. 4
represents a perspective view of the bent re-
taining plate or keeper for the latch.

Similar letters of referenceindicate similar
parts throughout the several views.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates the
base piece of a window frame; B, the sliding
sash thereof, and C one of the pair of shut-
ters adapted to be secured by means of the
fasteners and .consequently to secure or fas-
ten the co-operating shutter.

The main or catch portion of the fastener,
which is shown apart in Fig. 8, consists of a
casting d baving a longitudinal recess, as
shown. Within the casting d, a lateh o is
pivoted by means of the pin », said latch be-
ing provided at its forward end with a catch
¢ and at its opposite end with a recess e, for
the engagement of the bend of a wire spring,
whose coiled portions, £, are on opposite sides
of the lateh and whose ends enter into re-
cesses formed for their reception in the body
of thecastingd. Thetendency of this spring
iy to throw the cateh ¢ normally into the po-
sition shown in Figs. 2 and 8 of the drawings,
and to restore it to that position after it has
been depressed.

At the end opposite to the cateh ¢, the lateh
lever is provided with an operating pin or
post &, which is slotted at its lower end for
the reception of the end of the latch lever.

The operating pin 7/ is provided with a head,

as indicated, so that it may be readily raised
by the fingers in releasing the cateh.

The base board A is suitably recessed to re-
ceive the fastener, as clearly shown in Figs.
1 and 2, and the bottom rail of the sash is also
recessed so as to fit over the headed end of
the operating pin. The shutter C is also re-
cessed as indicated at n, to afford space for
the reception of the catch ¢, and in the front
and rear respectively of the recess n are ar-
ranged the plates m, m’, which are the down-
wardly extending projections of asingle plate
of metal bent on itself as shown in Fig. 4 so
as to practically form two opposite plates. A
serew ¢ passes through the plates and shutters
from the inside, said screw engaging within a
serew threaded aperture in the outer plate
m, thus binding the two opposite plates m m/
rigidly together as well as holding them firmly
fixed to the shutter.

The operation of the invention will be read-
ily understood.

The position of the latch lever, under the
influenceof the spring, is normally thatshown
in Figs. 2 and 3, with the catch ¢ projecting
above the casting d. When the shutter is to
be closed, it springs inwardly, and the plate
m’ strikes theinclined edge of the catchcand
depresses the catch against the tension of the
spring. When the plate m’ has passed the
catch ¢, thespring throws the catch upwardly,
thereby engaging it within the recess n and
securing the shutter in place. The window
sash is then slid down and covers the oper-
ating pin' %, sothat the fastener cannot be re-
Jdeased without first raising the window, which,
of course, can only be done from the inside
of the house.

It is to be noted that the casting d extends
above the outer plate m of the shutter, and
by reason of this fact, it is impossible to in-
gsert a knife blade or the like beneath the
plate = in such manner as to act upon the
cateh, and even if this were done, the catch
could not be moved for the reason that itg
movement would be resisted by the bearing

of the head of the operating pin against the
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sash. Tt -is also to be noted that the inner
plate m’ is located immediately above a solid
portion of the casting; so that evenif theshut-
ter were cut through, it would be impossible
to insert a knife blade or thelike from within
S0 as to act upon the catch or the lateh lever.

While in most cases I prefer to use the con-
struction shown in Fig. 3, I may in some in-
stances, instead of having the operating pin
h, or in addition thereto, prolong the latch
lever so that it will extend entirely through

" the window frame, as indicated by the-dotted
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lines sin Figs.1 and 2, and in such caselI pro-
vide a suitable slotindicated by thelines ¢, #,
within which the prolongation of the latch
lever can be operated.

It is evident that the :employment of the
spring is not absolutely essential to the op-
erativeness of the fastener, provided that the
weight of the end of the latch lever carrying
the operating pin is sufficient to normally
project the catch ¢ above the casting d in the
same manner that said eatch is held normally
in operative position by the spring.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. Afastener for shutters and the like, con-
sisting of a pivoted latch, a recess in the win-
dow frame within which the lateh is arranged,
said latch having at its forward end a catch
adapted to fit into a recessin the bottom edge
of the shutter, and a vertically arranged op-
erating post loosely connected to the opposite
end of the lateh and extending upwardly be-
neath the lower rail of the window sash; sub-
stantially as described.

2. A fastener for shutters and the like, con-
sisting of a pivoted latch, a recessin the win-
dow frame within which the latch is arranged,
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said latch having at its forward end a catch
adapted to fit into a recess in the bottom edge
of the shutter, means for normally holding
the cateh within the shutter recess; and a ver-
tically arranged operating post loosely con-
nected to the opposite end of the latech and
extending upwardly beneath the lower rail
of the window sash; substantially as de-
scribed.

3. A fastener for shutters and the like, con-
sisting of a pivoted latch having a catch at
one end and an operating projection at the
other, a recessed housing in the window frame
within which the lateh is pivoted, and a spring
for normally projecting the catch above the
housing, said spring consisting of a piecs of
wire having coils on opposite sides of the
latch, the free ends of the spring rigidly se-
cured within the recessed housing, and the
bend of the spring engaging within a notch
in the top of the operating end of the latch;
substantially as described.

4. In a fastener for shutters ard the like,
the combination with a pivoted latch and its
housing, constituting one part of the fastener,
of a keeper constituting the other part of the
fastener, and consisting of the plates m, m’,
the former of said plates extending below
the top surface of the housing, and the latter
of said plates being opposite a solid portion
of the top of the housing, whereby the catch
cannot be tampered with by the insertion of
a knife blade or the like; substantially as de-
seribed. :

LEROY J. ELLIS.

‘Witnesses:
- LINCOLN A. STUART,
WiLLiAM IF. TURNER.
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