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(C. 224-23) 6 Claims. 

This invention relates to cartridge loading de 
vices and more particularly to Such a device hav 
ing means for conveniently storing and carrying a 
plurality of cartridges. 
This application is a continuation-in-part of 

my previously filed application, Ser. No. 39,353, 
filed July 17, 1948, and now abandoned. 

In the broadest aspects of the present inven 
tion, means for storing a supply of cartridges are 
SO formed as to permit insertion of the car 
tridges directly from the device into the cartridge 
chambers, for example, of the cylinder of a re 
Wolver. The device itself forms the inserting 
means during the loading operation, and as the 
cartridges are directly transferred to the cham 
bers from the storage means they are not sepa 
rately handled during that operation. This, as 
Will be seen, greatly increases the speed with 
which the chambers can be loaded. 
The device of the present invention, in its now 
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preferred form, comprises a rigid body member 
formed with a plurality of resilient clip elements 
for releasably holding a plurality of cartridges. 
The cartridges are so held by the clips that they 
are arranged along the one side of the device 
With the noses thereof projecting beyond the one 
edge of the device for insertion into the car 
tridge chambers. As the cartridges are but re 
leasably held by the clips, the device can be 
rocked relative to the gun after each cartridge 
has been inserted into a cartridge chamber to 
bring about the release of the inserted cartridge 
from the clip. 

In the preferred method of loading a revolver 
cylinder with the device of the present inven 
tion, the cartridge held by the clip adjacent one 
end of the device is inserted in a chamber of the 
cylinder and the device rocked to bring about re 
lease of that cartridge from its clip. After the 
first cartridge has been mounted in a chamber, 
the cartridge next in line is inserted into the ad 
jacent chamber of the cylinder and the device 
again rocked to release that cartridge from its 
holding clip. The cartridges are thus seriately 
inserted into the chambers of the revolver cylin 
der and released from the device during the load 
ing operation. 
The device of the present invention is par 

ticularly useful to law enforcing officers, who at 
resent generally carry reserve ammunition in 

Small pouches fixed to an article of clothing such 
as a belt. These pouches are generally worn with 
the open end thereof facing downwardly and the 
cartridges held thereby are prevented from drop 
ping out of the pouch by a flap releasably se 
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cured to the one wall of the pouch. Although 
these pouches are of a width just slightly greater 
than the length of the cartridges stored therein, 
it is oftentimes difficult for the officer to remove 
these cartridges, as the latter at times as they 
move downwardly through the pouch cant and 
jam within the pouch. 
Furthermore, if the cartridges freely feed from 

the pouch the entire contents of the pouch are 
discharged therefrom and unless the officer is 
careful he is apt to drop one or more of the car 
tridges during this operation. Even if the car 
tridges are retained in the hand, it is an awk 
ward maneuver to separately insert each car 
tridge into a chamber and at the same time hold 
the remaining cartridges in the hand while in 
serting the same successively into the chambers 
of the revolver cylinder. It should also be un 
derstood that it would be difficult to insure that 
the cartridges maintain their nose-first relation 
after they tumble from the pouch, which further 
complicates the reloading operation of the cyl 
inder. 
In the one form of the device of the present 

invention herein shown and described, the 
length thereof is substantially equal to the length 
of the cartridge pouches now worn by law en 
forcing officers so that the device can be conven 
iently stored therein. In this form of the device 
a handle element is provided which is pivotally 
connected to that end of the device which is dis 
posed adjacent the open end of the pouch. This 
handle element is so mounted to the device that 
it normally assumes a position in which it is 
readily engageable by the fingers of the officer as 
soon as the flap is moved to a position to expose 
the open end of the pouch. As the handle ele 
ment is pivotally connected to the device, it does 
not interfere with closing movement of the flap, 
for the latter pivotally moves the handle to a 
position in which the flap can be again detach 
ably secured to the wall of the pouch. 

In the one embodiment of the invention the 
resilient cartridge holding clips comprise sepa 
rate U-shaped elements the bows of which are 
rigidly secured along the one face of the rigid 
body member. In another form of the inven 
tion an integral strip of resilient metal material 
is bent into a configuration which forms a plu 
rality of spaced, resilient clip elements which 
perform the same function as the separate clips 
of the previously mentioned embodiment. , 
Although the device of the present invention 

has been heretofore described as one holding a 
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plurality of revolver cartridges, it is not neces 
sarily limited to such cartridges, for cartridges 
for use in other weapons can be as conveniently 
stored and loaded from the device as are re 
volver cartridges. 
Other features and advantages of the pres 

ent invention will be hereinafter apparent from 
the following description, particularly When 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 
device of the present invention at the begin 
ning of the loading operation; 

Figure 2 is a view of a cartridge pouch. With 
the one flap in its open position showing the 
device of the present invention mounted within 
Said pouch; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of one embodi 
ment of the device of the present invention; 

Figure 4 is a section taken along line 4-4 of 
Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a section taken along line 5-5 of 
Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary plan view of the 
end of the device to which the handle is 
mounted; 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary plan view of an 
other form of the device of the present inven 
tion; and 

Figure 8 is a side elevational view of a por 
tion of another form of the device of the pres 
ent invention. 

... The device of the present invention, in the 
one embodiment thereof, referring now to Fig 
ure 3, comprises a body member 8 of some suit- : 
able rigid, non-corrosive material, such as stain 
leSS Steel, having formed along one edge there 
of a laterally extending flange . A plurality 
of Substantially U-shaped clips 2 are spacedly 
mounted along the one face of the body mem 
ber 0. With the legs thereof projecting outwardly 
from the face. In the form of the invention 
shown in Figure 3 the U-shaped clips are sep 
arately formed and secured to the body mem 
ber by fastening elements such as the rivets 
3 passed through preformed apertures formed 

in the bow of the U-shaped clips and aligned 
with similarly spaced apertures in the body 
member . 
The distance between the legs of the U-shaped 

clips should be such as to permit a cartridge 
to readily Snap sidewise into the clip and to be 
resiliently held therein by the arms of the 
clip after the cartridge has been moved into 
engagement with the bow of the same. The 
length of the clips 2 is substantially less than 
the length of the cartridge to be mounted there 
in, So that a Substantial part of the cartridge 
after it is mounted in the clip extends beyond 
the edge of the body member opposite to that 
edge carrying the flange . This flange, it 
should be noted, is to prevent longitudinal move 
ment of the mounted cartridges, which are pref 
erably mounted in the clips with the end of the 
cartridge carrying the firing cap engaging the 
'flange . In this mounting attitude the nose 
of each cartridge projects a substantial distance 
beyond the edge of the body member 9. 
The body member 6, in the embodiment shown 

in Figure 3, is of a length substantially equal 
to the depth of the cartridge pouch 4 shown 
in Figure 2. This figure clearly illustrates how 
the device of the present invention is mounted 
within the pouch and is held therein by the flap 
5 formed with one element 6 of a glove type 
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4. 
fastener, the complementary element thereof 
being indicated at ff. 
To faciliate removal of the device from the 

pouch 4, a handle element 8 is provided at 
the one end Cf the body member. This han 
dle element, in the now preferred embodiment 
of the invention, comprises a length of a resil 
ient wire bent into a substantially U-shaped 
form having the free end portions thereof 
passed through spaced apertures formed in the 
body member f at the one end thereof. The 
end portions passed through the apertures are 
curled back upon themselves to form eyes or 
closed loops 9 which hold the handle to the body 
nerber and permit the same to pivotally move 
relative to the body member. 
The distance between the apertures is less 

than the distance between the free ends of the 
legs of the U-shaped handle, so that the legs 
of necessity are forced together as the same 
are passed through the apertures. When the 
free end portions of the legs are curled back 
upon themselves to form the eyes f9, the ex 
treme end portions are slightly spread apart as 
clearly Seen in Figure 6. The diverging or out 
turned end portions tend to resist the pivotal 
movement of the handle 8 to a position in which 
the Sane extends substantially normal to the 
body member 0. This is so, for movement of 
the handle to that position obviously Will com 
press the out-turned terminal portions of the 
Wile and the latter will act to move the han 
dle to a position in which this stress is relieved 
or to the position in which the handle extends 
Substantially longitudinally from the end of the 
body member 0. 
The bow of the Substantially U-shaped han 

dle 8 is arcuately formed to present a tab-like 
member 2 laterally extending from the inner 
ends of the legs of the handle. When the flap 
15 is noved to its pouch-closing position, the 
handle 8 is pivotally moved thereby to a posi 
tion Substantially normal to the body member 
it. In this position of the handle, the tab 2 
overlies the outer surface of the pouch adja 
cent the open end thereof but does not inter 
fere with the fastener elements 6 and 7, and 
the flap can be secured in its pouch-closing 
position by engagement of these elements. 
When it is desired to remove the loading device 

from the pouch 4, the fastener elements are 
disengaged and the flap 15 moved away from the 
Wall of the pouch and downwardly to the position 
shown at the left of Figure 2. The handle ele 
ment is now exposed and will, because of the 
particular construction of the eyes 9, pivotally 
move downwardly against the inner surface of 
the flap as shown in full lines in Figure 2, in 
Which position the tab 2 can be easily grasped 
by the fingers to withdraw the device from the 
pouch. With the device drawn from the pouch 
it is a relatively simple matter to load the re 
Wolver. . 

In the loading operation, referring now to Fig 
lure 1, the projecting nose of the cartridge held 
by the clip adjacent one end of the device is 
inserted into the cartridge chamber of the cylin 
der 22 of the revolver 23. The device is now 
rocked relative to the cylinder 22 to bring about 
release of the inserted cartridge from its clip. 
After this cartridge has been released from its 
clip the next adjacent cartridge is inserted into 
the next cartridge chamber of the cylinder 22 
and the device again rocked to release this car 

This operation is 
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repeated until all of the cartridge chambers of 
the cylinder are loaded with cartridges. As there 
is no fumbling with loose cartridges and as the 
cartridges are all held in the same attitude, the 
loading operation can be very quickly carried 
out. 
To re-load the device, it is merely necessary to 

urge a cartridge Sidewisely into each clip in the 
desired attitude with the noses thereof project 
ing beyond the one edge of the body member. 
A further feature of the present invention re 
sides in the fact that after the device itself 
is reloaded the cartridge inventory can be de 
termined at a glance. 
As herebefore indicated, the device of the pres 

ent invention is not limited to one for holding 
a plurality of revolver cartridges. There is shown 
in Figure 7 a modified form of the device which 
is particularly adapted to hold rifle cartridges. 
In this form of the invention the body member 
24 carries a plurality of resilient clips 25 mounted 
to the one face of the body member by fasten 
ing elements 26 Similar to the rivets 3. The 
arms of the clips 25 in this form of the inven 
tion are formed with extensions 2 longitudinally 
projecting from the edges thereof. The exten 
Sions 2 are formed to conform to the shape of 
the rifle cartridge 28 and hold the cartridge 28 
against movement relative to the body member 
24. This form of the invention may if desired 
be formed with a handle element 3 identical in 
all respects to the handle element 8 of the 
earlier described embodiment of the invention. 
There is shown in Figure 8 a further modified 

form of the present invention in which the body 
member and the cartridge holding clips thereof 
are integrally formed from a single band or 
strip 32. In this embodiment of the invention 
the band 32 is formed With a plurality of bends 
to SO configure the band as to provide a plu 
rality of spaced clips. To form each clip the 
band is reversely bent upon itself as indicated at 
33 and then bent substantially normal to the bent 
back portion as indicated at 34, and then again 
bent substantially normal to itself as indicated 
at 35 and then bent back upon itself at 36 to 
form a substantially U-shaped clip for receiving 
a cartridge in the same manner as the cartridge 
was received within the clips 2. The repeated 
bending operations, it is believed clear, will form 
a plurality of spaced clips which will perform 
the same function as the separable clips 2 of the 
earlier described embodiment of the invention. 
In this form of the invention, the one end of 

the band is formed with spaced openings adia 
cent the one end thereof for mounting a handle 
element 37 identical in all respects to the handle 
element 8. The handle element is mounted to 
the one end of the band 32 in exactly the same 
manner as is the handle element 8 connected to 
the body member (). The embodiment of the 
invention shown in Figure 8 is used in the same 
was as is the embodiment shown in Figures 1 
through 5, so that no further description of 
its use need be repeated here. 
Although the now preferred embodiments of 

the present invention have been shown and illus 
trated herein, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not to be limited thereto, for it is 
susceptible to changes in form and detail. Within 
the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a cartridge loading device of the type de 

scribed, a relatively short, Substantially thin, 
body member of non-corrosive rigid raaterial of 

75 a width less than the length of the cartridge to 
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6 
be used therewith; a plurality of open-ended re 
silient clips transversely arranged along the One 
side of said body member, each clip including a 
pair of resilient arms of a length. Substantially 
equal to the width of said body member for re 
leasably gripping the base portion of a cartridge 
Sidewisely inserted between said alms, the nose 
of each cartridge held by a pair of Said arms pro 
jecting OutWardly beyond the One edge of Said 
body neinber and insertable Within a Cartridge 
chamber after Which said body member can be 
pivotaly moved to bring about release of Said in 
Serted cartridge from the aims engaging the 
Same; and a flange coextensive With the opposite 
edge of Said body member, Said fange holding 
Said cartridges against longitudinal movement 
in one direction and forming an index raeans for 
locating the cartridges longitudinally of Said 
clips. 

2. A cartridge loading device of the type de 
scribed, comprising: a relatively short body mem 
ber of non-corrosive material; a plurality of re 
silient clips transversely arranged along the one 
Side cf said body member and each adapted to 
releasably hold a cartridge of preselected length, 
the Width of said body member being Substan 
tially less than the length of said cartridge so 
that the nose of each cartridge projecting out 
Wardly from the one edge of Said body member is 
insertable within a cartridge chamber of a car 
tridge holding member of a gun after which said 
body member can be pivotally noved away from 
Said member to bring about release of Said in 
Serted cartridge from the clip engaging the Same; 
the one end of said body member being formed 
with a pair of transversely spaced apertures; and 
a U-shaped handle of resilient material; the free 
end portions of the legs of said handie being 
passed through said apertures and reversely 
curved upon themselves to form closed loops piv 
otally connecting said handle to said body men 
ber; the terminal portions of Said legs forming 
said loops diverging to form resilient neans re 
sisting movement of said loops relative to said 
body member and operative to norinally hoid said 
handle in a predeterinined position relative to 
said body member. 

3. A cartridge loading device of the type de 
Scribed, coiaprising: a relatively short body inen 
ber of inon-corrosive material; a laterally pro 
jecting fange co-extensive With the One edge of 
said body member; a plurality of resilient clips 
transversely arranged along the one side of Said 
body neinber and each adapted to releasably 
hold a cartridge of preselected length adjacent 
the firing cap thereof with the latter engaging 
said flange, said flange holding the cartridge 
against longitudinal movement in the One direc 
tion, the width of said body member being Sub 
stantially less than the length of said cartridges 
So that the nose cf each cartridge projecting out 
wardly from the one edge of said body member is 
insertable within a cartridge chamber of a car 
tridge holding member after Which said body 
member can be pivotally moved away from said 
member to bring about release of Said inserted 
cartridge from the clip engaging the Same; the 
one end of Said body member being formed with 
a pair of transversely spaced apertures; a U 
shaped handle of resilient material; the free end 
portions of the legs of said handle being passed 
through Said apertures and reversely curved upon 
themselves to form closed loops pivotally connect 
ing said handie to said body member; the ter 
minal portions of Said legs forming said loops 
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diverging to form resilient means resisting nove 
ment of said loops relative to said body member 
and operative to normally hold said handle in a 
predetermined position relative to said body 
member. 

4. A cartridge loading device of the type de 
scribed, comprising: a relatively short, Substan 
tially thin rectangular body member of rigid, 
non-corrosive material of a width less than the 
length of the cartridges to be loaded by Said de 
vice; and a plurality of outwardly facing, open 
ended resilient clips of a non-corrosive nate 
rial transversely extending of said body member 
at one side thereof, each clip including a pair 
of spaced substantially parallel resilient arms, 
the distance between each pair of arms being 
such that a cartridge can be sidewisely urged into 
and releasably held by each clip; each clip hav 
ing a length substantially equal to the Width of 
said body member so that the nose of each car 
tridge held by a pair of said arms projects out 
wardly from one edge of said body member, the 
projecting nose of said cartridge being insertable 
within a chamber of a cartridge mounting men 
ber after which said rigid body member can be 
pivotally moved to bring about release of Said 
inserted cartridge from the arms engaging the 
same after which said released cartridge may 
be moved into a firing position within Said cham 
ber. 

5. A cartridge loading device of the type de 
scribed, comprising: a relatively short, Substan 
tially thin rectangular body member of rigid, 
non-corrosive material of a width less than the 
length of the cartridges to be loaded by said de 
vice; a flange extension to the said body member 
and normally projecting from one face of Said 
body member extensions to an edge thereof; and 
a plurality of outwardly facing, open-ended re 
silient clips of a non-corrosive material trans 
versely carried by the said one face of said body 
member, each clip including a pair of Spaced, sub 
stantially parallel, resilient arms, the distance be 
tween each pair of arms being Such that a car 
tridge can be sidewisely urged into each clip to 
be resiliently held therein, With the firing cap of 
each cartridge engaging Said flange, each clip 
having a length substantially equal to the width 
of said body member so that the nose of each 
cartridge held by a pair of said arms projects out 
Wardly from the edge of Said body member op 
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posite to said flange, the projecting nose of each 
cartridge being insertable within a chamber of 
a cartridge mounting member after which said 
body member can be pivotally moved to bring 
about release of said inserted cartridge Side 
wisely from the arms engaging the Same, after 
which said released cartridge may be moved into 
a firing position. Within Said chamber. 

6. A cartridge loading device of the type de 
scribed, comprising: a relatively short, Substan 
tially thin rectangular body member of rigid 
non-corrosive material; a plurality of resilient 
Substantially U-shaped clips, each clip including 
a pair of Spaced apart resilient arms, a Web ele 
ment interconnecting Said arms, and an exten 
Sion longitudinally projecting from each arm 
shaped to conform to the shape of the cartridge 
to be mounted therebetween to hold the cartridge 
against longitudinal movement; and means for 
mounting the Web element of each clip to the 
One face of Said body member, said clips being 
transversely arranged on Said body member in a 
side-by-side relationship and facing outwardly 
of Said one face. So that cartridges of a preselected 
length may be sideWisely inserted into said clips 
for resilient retention thereby, each clip having 
a length substantially equal to the width of said 
body member, the Width of Said body member be 
ing substantially less than the length of said car 
tridges so that at least one end of each cartridge 
held by a clip projects outwardly from the one 
edge of Said body member. 

AUSTN JOSEPH GROGAN. 
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