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This invention relates generally to tents and more par-
ticularly to a novel and portable ‘frame “for tents which
exhibits ‘all- of ‘the ‘advantages desired by campers and
other users thereof.

‘One of the 'primary. considerations ‘in ‘the design -of
tents is that of weight, Since a fent is designed to be
portable, its weight is of fundamental ‘importance. to the
user, The size of a unit in its portable state is also a
primary. consideration which is largely due to and' de-
pendent upon -the weight. These.problems of excessive
weight. and large size of the portable unit result from a
multiplicity of structures in an effort'to provide a stable
and easily erectable frame. - However, in the prior known
tent constructions, simplicity of parts was not attained
to the optimum degree without sacrifice to the stability
of the unit and the protection offered.

Furthermore, such prior structures were not easily
erected at a camp site because of the complexity of the
erecting structures. As a general rule, .the simpler: prior
structures no only did not provide the stability. and pro-
tection necessary in. a camping. structure, but were diffi-
cult to erect. Furthermore, such simplified structures did
not provide the optimum in roominess.

It is, therefore, a primary.object of-this invention to
provide a tent frame for supporting a covering which is
simple in design .and:configuration.

It is another object of this invention to provide a tent
frame for supporting a covering thereon and which is of
light weight for easy portability.

Another object of this invention is to provide a tent
frame which is easily constructed and erected.

Still another object of this invention is to provide a
tent and tent frame which is stable and provides maxi-
mum protection to the elements.

These and other objects of the present invention will
be more fully realized and understood from the following
detailed description when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective exploded view of the fent
frame; ‘

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view, partially broken, of
the tent structures in assembled form;

FIGURE 3 is a broken sectional view showing some
details of the frame construction;

FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken through the center
uppermost portion of the tent shown in FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of one end portion
of a space bar showing a clip thereon; and

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of another embodi-
ment of the corner brackets.

Like reference numerals throughout the various views
of the drawings are intended to designate the same or
similar structures,

With reference to the drawings in detail and in par-
ticular to FIGURE 1, there is shown the frame structure
of the present invention generally designated with the
reference numeral 10. Corner posts 12 consist of hollow
pipes having locking wing nuts 14 extending therefrom.
Anchor members 16 are disposed for receiving one end
of a respective one of the corner posts and each includes
a flange 18 for engaging the ground surface and a spike
20 for anchoring into the ground.
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At each upper corner of the frame is disposed a corner
bracket 22 having an extended portion 24 which is re-
ceived in.the upper end of a respective corner post 12.
Each corner bracket includes a pair of upturned flanges
26 and pins 28 for reeciving the respective space bar ends
thereon. Corner- bracket 22 also includes an eye mem-
ber 30 for receiving. a rope or cable therein for connec-
tion with the ground.

A pair of space bars or tie beams 32 are disposed at the
ends of the .frame and each includes at each end thereof
a hole 34 and a slot 36 therein for receiving pin 28 and
flange 26 respectively. -Secured to the under side of each
tie beam is-a resilient clip member 38 which is disposed
for. engaging the bottom surface of a respective corner
bracket. A space bar 40 is disposed on each remaining
side of the frame and also'includés at each end thereof a
hole 34, slot 36, and clip 38 thereon for cooperating with
respective ‘corner, brackets.

Tie beams 32.include-a pair:-of holes 42 at the centers
thereof. A pair of pitch brackets 44 are disposed at
either end of the frame and include a pair of pins 46
which are received in holes 42. A semi-cylindrical flange
48 engages a portion of each tic beam, Bracket 44 fur-
ther includes an upturned flange member 50 and pin 52
thereon. A ridge pole 54 includes a hole 56 and solt 58
therein for engaging pin 52-and upturned flange 50 respec-
tively. The ridge pole also.includes a resilient ¢lip mem-
ber 60 for engaging an under surface of bracket 44,

Also shown in FIGURE 1 is a roof ¢lip 62 including a
cylindrical portion 64 which is received in one end of the
ridge pole and a resilient clip 66 for engaging the roof
member against the ridge pole. The roof clips are also
employed at each corner of the frame for engaging the
ends of the roof as illustrated in FIGURE 2.

With reference to FIGURE 2, the tent is shown in its
constructed condition with the sides and roof members
thereon. It is to be understood that the sides and roof
may be constructed of a metal such as aluminum, plastic,
canvas, netting, or any suitable material for the desired
protection. ‘The illustration of FIGURE 2 shows the
siding and roof members to be of a sheet material such as
alaminum or plastic. Siding members 68 include slots
70 therein for receiving wing nuts 14. A window 72 and
door- 74 may be provided in the side members at any
convenient location for the desired purposes. Roof mem-
bers 76 may be provided with overlapping portions 78
which conform in shape to the ridge pole. A rope 80 is
disposed in eye 30 for securing the corners of the frame
to the ground.

As shown in FIGURE 3, wing nuts 14 extend through
each corner post and terminate on the opposite side in
a flanged or washer portion 82. A spring 84 is disposed
between the washer 82 and corner post for maintaining
a bias on wing nut 14. The wing nut is aligned with slots
70 in the side members during insertion thereof, and ro-
tated 90 degrees to bear against sidemembers 68 and
hold them in place on the posts.

As shown in FIGURE 3, the corner anchor members
16 are disposed within the opened end of each corner
post for securing the frame to the ground. Clips 38 are
shown more clearly in FIGURE 3 as retaining the space
bars in position with respect to the corner brackets. FIG-
URE 4 illustrates more clearly the cooperation. of the ele-
ments at the center top of the frame. As shown there-
in the pitch bracket may include threaded pins extending
through the holes and the tie beam and engaged by a
nut 86.

FIGURE 5 illustrates more clearly the clip member
for retaining the corner brackets in their proper loca-
tion. As shown therein, clip 38 is pivotally disposed for
easy disassembly of the frame.
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FIGURE 6 illustrates a second embodiment of the
corner brackets and includes a plurality of threaded pins
88 extending orthogonally from the upper surface of
the corner bracket. Respective nuts 90 engage the
threaded ends for securing the end of each space bar
or tie beam thereto.

The principles of the invention explained in connection
with the specific exemplifications thereon will suggest
many other applications and modifications of the same.
It is accordingly desired that, in construing the breadth
of the appended claims they shall not be limited to the
specific details shown and described in connection with
the exemplifications thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A tent frame for supporting a covering thereon
comprising a plurality of corner posts, anchor means re-
ceived in one end of each of said corner posts, a plurality
of corner brackets each including a pin and an upturned
flange thereon, said corner brackets each disposed for be-
ing engaged by the other end of a respective one of said
corner posts, a plurality of space bars disposed between
respective corner brackets and each including a hole and
a slot therein for receiving said pin and upturned flange
respectively, a pair of tie beams, a pitch bracket secured
to each of the centers of a respective tie beam and in-
cluding a pin and flange thereon, and a ridge pole dis-
posed between each of said pitch brackets, each end of
said ridge pole having a hole and a slot therein for en-
gaging respectively a pin and an upturned flange, and a
resilient clip member for engaging each end of said ridge
pole to said pitch bracket adjacent thereto.

2. A tent frame for supporting a covering thereon com-
prising a plurality of corner posts, a plurality of wing
nuts secured to said corner posts and disposed for en-
gaging the covering, anchor means received in one end
of each of said corner posts, a plurality of corner brackets
each including a pin and an upturned flange thereon, said
corner brackets each disposed for being engaged by the
other end of a respective one of said cormer posts, a
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therein for receiving said pin and upturned flange respec-
tively, a pair of tie beams, a pitch bracket secured to
each of the centers of a respective tie beam and including
a pin and flange thereon, and a ridge pole disposed be-
tween each of said pitch brackets, each end of said ridge
pole having a hole and a slot therein for engaging respec-
tively a pin and an upturned flange, and a resilient clip
member for engaging each end of said ridge pole to said
pitch bracket adjacent thereto.

3. A tent frame for supporting a covering thereon com-
prising a plurality of corner posts, a plurality of wing
nuts slidably and pivotally secured to said corner posts
and disposed for engaging the covering, anchor means re-
ceived in one end of each of said corner posts, a plurality
of corner brackets each including a pin and an upturned
flange thereon, said corner brackets each disposed for be-
ing engaged by the other end of a respective one of said
corner posts, a plurality of space bars disposed between
respective corner brackets and each including a hole and
a slot therein for receiving said pin and upturned flange
respectively, a pair of tie beams, a pitch bracket secured
to each of the centers of a respective tie beam and in-
cluding a pin and flange thereon, and a ridge pile dis-
posed between each of said pitch brackets, each end of
said ridge pole having a hole and a slot therein for en-
gaging respectively a pin and an upturned flange, and
a resilient clip member for engaging each end of said
ridge pole to said pitch bracket adjacent thereto.
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