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7o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Josepu STRATINSKY,
a citizen of the United States of America,
and resident of Chicago, Cook county, Tli-
nois, have invented a certain new and nseful
Improvement in Portable Scaffolds, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to portable scaffolds
and the like, and has more particular refer-
ence to improvements in scaffolds or plat-

forms for window washing purposes.

One of the objects of my invention is to
provide a portable scaffold or platform
which will be light in weight, yet strong
and durable, and which will be adjustable to
fit various sizes of windows and will be
“knock-down” in construction, so that it may
be readily folded when not in use and for
shipping purposes.

Other objects of my invention will appear
hereinafter.

My invention consists in the particular
features of novelty exemplified in the con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter described, shown in the ac-
companying drawing, and more particularly
pointed out in the accompanying claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawing
Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of a
structure embodying my invention and in
operative position relative to a window; Fig.
2 is a side elevation thereof; Figs. 3 and 3°
are detail views of the locking device used
for holding the railing members in place.
Fig. 4 is a detail view of one of the clamps
for detachably fastening the structure in po-
sition. Fig. 5 is a detail plan view of one of
the supporting strap members which forms
part of the clamp.  Figs. 6 and 6* are detail
views of one of the side supporting bars for
the floor bars of the structure. Figs. 7 and
7* are detail views of one of the telescoping
front railing members. Fig. 8 is a detail
showing the hinge connection between one of
the railing uprights and the: frame.

The structure which I have shown in the
drawings is intended more particularly,
though mnot necessarily, for household use
and 1s designed to provide a compact port-
able scaffold or platform which any house-
wife may conveniently attach in position to
wash windows and at the same time provide
a perfectly safe structure capable of with-
standing strains imposed upon it and capable

5 of preventing a person from falling. In the
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structure which T have shown, I provide two
triangular frames ‘A, each of which com-
prises a horizontal member 1, vertical mem-
ber 2, and a diagonal member 8. These
three members of each frame portion are
preferably made of angle or strap iron so as

to be light and still durable and strong, and -

are rigidly fastened together in any suitable
manuner, as, for instance, by riveting. The
horizontal members have their inner ends
downwardly turned at 4 so that they may be
riveted to the upper end of the vertical

members 2. The diagonal members have

their ends turned at an angle so that they
may be firmly riveted to the ends of the
horizontal and vertical members. The floor
or horizontal portion of the structure is
preferably composed of a plurality of tele-
scoping rods or pipe members 5, so that they
may be extended or collapsed into lengths to
accommodate the various widths of windows
. connection with which the structure may
be used. These floor pipes or members, as
shown more clearly in Fig. 1, simply consist
of two sections, one of which telescopes with-
in the other a sufficient distance to provide
rigidity throughout the range of extensi-
bility of the member. The ends of these
floor members loosely rest in mnotches 6 so
that they may be removed or replaced, as de-
sired, when the device is to be knocked
down, the notches being formed in an up-
standing flange or member 12 on each of the
horizontal members 1. of the supporting
frames. In order to prevent displacement
of these rods with respect to their support-
ing frames A, while-the structure is in use,
I provide a locking means which in this case
consists of a long pin or rod 7 adapted to be
inserted through transverse holes adjacent
the ends of the floor bars 5. These locking
rods 7 also extend through upstanding ears
or lugs 8 on the horizontal members 1, as
shown more clearly in TFig. 6. This ar-
rangement positively locks the floor bars in
position yet permits their ready disassem-
bling when desired. '

The structure is preferably attached in
position by clamping members which are
arranged to engage the window sills, the
sills being represented by the numeral 10,

and the ‘wall of the building by the numeral

11. These clamping members are preferably
in the form of two metal straps 13 substan-
tially horizontally disposed and somewliat
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conformed to the contour of the surface of
the window sill ledge so that they will rest
flat upon the window sill, as shown clearly
in Fig. 2. Their outer ends ave securely
fastened at 14 to the upper inner corners of
the triangular supporting frames A. These
strap supporting ov suspending members
have elongated slots 15 (see Fig. 5), through
which the clamping bolts 16 pass and in
which the clamping bolts 16 arve longitudi-
nally movable when loose so that the struc-
ture may be adjusted to different deptlis of
window sills. The other members of the
clamps are in the form of strap metal hook
members 17 having a flat portion 18 which
lies flat and is clamped against the under

side of the members 13 by the clamping.

bolts 16. These clamping members 17 also
have vertically disposed portions 19 which
bear against the inner side of the wall below
the window sill and are padded to prevent
marring of the woodwork.

When the parts have been adjusted and
the clamping bolts, which ave provided with

wing nuts 20 for convenience, are set up:

tight, they will properly take all the strains
tending to pull-the structure away from its
mounting. In positioning the structure care
should be taken. of course, that the verticals
2 of the frames A wwill lie close against the’
face of the wall 11. These verticals, at
their lower ends, have foot plates 2* which
bear against the wall and distribute the
pressure over a larger area. This arrange-
ment will allow for variations in the iall
and will always insure the triangular frame
contacting with the wall at the lowest possi-
ble point, and it is to this point that the
members 3, which serve as braces, extend.
Rising from each corner of the floor portion
are the uprights or rail posts, the inner ones
of which I have numbered 21 and the outer
ones 22. These are preferably formed of
angle iron so as to be light and still rigid
and are adapted, in conjunction with the
horizontal 1ail members, to form complete
walls or railing around three sides of the
structure to prevent the person from falling
out. The side railing members 23 are pref-
erably pivoted at 24 to the inner uprights
or post members 21, and their outer ends are
provided with notches 25 which hook on to
pins 26 on the corresponding outer uprights
or posts 22, so that they may be unhooked
from the outer posts and swing into a folded
position to carry out the idea of a knock-
down structure. While they are in use, how-
ever, I provide means by which the knocked
ends are lockéd against becoming acciden-
tally detached. These locked members are
preferably in the form of latches 27 hinged
at 28 to the posts 22 and carrying outstand-
ing pins 29 which areé adapted to be swung
into or out of the path of movement of the
ends of the horizontals 23. In this manner,

1,189,884

after the horizontal railing members 23 are
hooked into position, the latches may be
swung down to lock the railing members
into position. The inner verticals or posts
91 are hinged at the points 30 on the sup-
porting strap members 13 from which they
rise, so that the posts 21 may be folded down
against the floor members 5. In like manner
thie outeir posts or uprights 22 are pivoted
or hinged at 31 to upstanding members on
the outer ends of the horizontal frame mem-
bers 1, so that these posts 22 may also be
folded down upon the floor members, thereby
providing a collapsing structure. The front
railing is formed by a number of horizontal
bar's or pipes 32 which, like the floor rods 5,
are made in twotelescoping sections whereby
to permit varviation in tlie width of the
structure to adapt it to varying widths of
windows. These railing members 32 are
provided with notches at both of their ends,
so that tliey may be hooked on to pins 33
ot the uprights off posts 22. This enables
them to be readily detached when the strue-
turé is to be folded or collapsed.

Tt will be obvious to one skilled in the art,

after having obtained an understanding of
my invention from the disclosures herein
made, that the structure is capable of vari-
ation and modification” without departing
from the scope and spirit of the invention,
and I wish it so understood.

What T claim as my invention is:

1. In a knockdown structure of the class
described, the combination of a pair of side
frames, a floor member comprising a plu-
rality of telescopitig members removably
mounted at their ends on said frames to per-
mit the frames to be moved toward and
from' each other. and a lock on each side
frame coinmon to said telescoping members
for maintaining said members in position.

2. In a knotkdown structiure of the class
described, the combination of a pair of side
frimes, a floor membeér comprising a plu-
rality of telescoping members removably at-
tached at their ends to said frames to per-
mit the frames to be moved toward and
from each other. a clamping member for
each side frame for mounting the structure
in position, a front railing for said platform
comprising foldable uprights on each of said
frames, and telescoping railing members de-
tachably connected to said uprights.

3. The combination of a pair of side
frames, a floor member comprising a plu-
rality of telescoping members attached at
their ends to said frames to permit the
franies to be moved toward and from each
other, a clamping member for each side
frame for mounting the structure in posi-
tion upon a support, a front railing for said
platform comprising foldable uprights on
said frames, telescoping railing members
detachably connected to said uprights, in-
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ner foldable uprights on said side frames,
and side. railing members hinged on said
latter uprights and detachably connected to
the front railing uprights.

4. In a structure of the class described,.
the combination of a pair of triangular side -

frames, a plurality of floor members de-
tachably mounted on said triangular frames
and each comprising telescoping sections to
permit the width of the structure to be va-
ried in accordance with the place where it is
to be used, a common locking member on
each side frame for locking said telescoping
members to said frame, and foldable rail-
ings on said side frames.

5. In a structure of the class described,
the combination of a pair of triangular side
frames, a plurality of parallel floor mem-
bers detachably connected to said triangular
frames and comprising telescoping sections
to- permit the width of the structure to be
varied in accordance with the place where it

is to be used, front and rear uprights hinged

on said frames, telescoping railing mem-
bers detachably connected at their ends to
said front uprights and forming an ad-
justable front railing and railing members
hinged to the inner uprights and detachably

connected to the outer uprights on corre-
sponding sides to form side rails.

6. In a portable knockdown platform of
the character described, the combination of
a pair of side brackets having horizontal
reaches on their upper sides, said reaches
having a plurality of notches spaced apart,
a plurality of parallel floor members having
their ends resting in said notches, and means
for removably locking said members in
their notches. ,

7. In a portable knockdown platform of
the character described, the combination of
a pair of side brackets having horizontal
reaches on -their upper sides, said reaches
having a plurality of notches spaced apart,
a plurality of parallel floor members having
their ends resting in said notches, and a

locking bar movably mounted on - each

bracket and extending transversely above

said floor members for holding the floor

members in position. '
Signed by me at Chicago, Illinois, this

'25th day of September, 1915.

JOSEPH STRATINSKY.
Witnesses: R
Tenace Izsaxy,

Davip L. NEUHAUSER.

Copies of this patent may be obtaimed for fve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
) Washiagton, D.0.” )
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