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(57) Abrégé(suite)/Abstract(continued):
leg may further include a peeling blade in the form of a protrusion having reduced thickness, with the peeling blade having utility in

peeling the rind from fruit.
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
A combined vegetable peeler and fruit peeler includes a handle and at least one leg
extending from the handle. A slotted blade is mounted to the handle for peeling vegetables. The
leg includes a citrus slicer having a cutting edge for slicing the rind of fruit. The leg may further
include a peeling blade in the form of a protrusion having reduced thickness, with the peeling

blade having utility in peeling the rind from fruit.
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COMBINED VEGETABLE AND FRUIT PEELER
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
[0001] This application is related to co-pending attorney reference number 132075 — D200,
which is incorporated by reference herein.
STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH
[0002] Not applicable.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
[0003] The present invention relates in general to manual peelers for vegetables and fruits.
[0004] It is well known to provide vegetable peelers having a slotted blade mounted for
restricted pivoting to remove the skin or outer layer of vegetables. These are commonly formed
as horizontal peelers or vertical peelers. It is also well known to provide a citrus peeler having a
first section with a citrus slicer in the form of a protrusion having a cutting edge along its length,
and a peeling blade in the form of a reduced thickness portion suitable for insertion under the
rind for peeling. These have been separate implements, requiring separate purchase and separate
effort to locate each one in the kitchen when needed.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
[0005] An object of the present invention is to provide a combined vegetable and fruit peeler.
[0006] Another object of the present invention is to provide a combined vegetable and fruit
peeler with a slotted blade for vegetables and a citrus slicer for fruits.
[0007] A further object of the present invention is to provide a combined vegetable and fruit
peeler in which a portion of the peeler body forms a peeling blade.

[0008] These and other objects are achieved by a combined vegetable and fruit peeler.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The objects and features of the invention noted above are explained in more detail with
reference to the drawings, in which like reference numerals denote like elements, and in which:
[0010] FIG. 1 is a top, front, right perspective view of a first embodiment of the combined
vegetable and fruit peeler according to the present invention in the operative configuration;
[0011] FIG. 2 is top, rear, left perspective view of the peeler of figure 1;

[0012] FIG. 3 is an exploded top perspective view thereof;

[0013] FIG. 4 is a top view;

[0014] FIG. 5 is a bottom view;

[0015] FIG. 6 is a rear view;

[0016] FIG. 7 is a right side view;

[0017] FIG. 8 is a detailed cross-sectional view along line 8 — 8 of figure 6;

[0018] FIG. 9 is a detailed cross-sectional view along line 9 — 9 of figure 6; and

[0019] FIG. 10 is a top perspective view of a second embodiment of the combined vegetable
and fruit peeler according to the present invention in the operative configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0020] With reference to FIG. 1, a combined vegetable and fruit peeler according to the present
invention is generally designated by reference numeral 10. The peeler 10 generally includes a
handle 12, sized and shaped to be manually grasped by a user. The handle 12 has a free end 14
and an implement end 16. A blade 18 is mounted to the implement end 16. As is known in the
art, the blade 18 is elongated and typically a slotted blade. Further, the blade 18 has first and

second ends 20 and 22, respectively. While not required, it is preferred that the blade 18 be
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mounted for partial pivoting about its longitudinal axis as is known in the art, to allow the blade
18 to conform to the irregular surfaces of a vegetable.

[0021] In the embodiment shown in Figs. 1-9, first and second legs 24 and 26 extend from the
implement end 16 in a general U-shaped configuration. Each of the legs 24 and 26 include
appropriate apertures to receive and mating one of the first and second ends 20 and 22 of blade
18. In this embodiment, the blade extends transversely to the handle 12 and thus creates what is
typically known as a horizontal peeler.

[0022] In the embodiment shown in Fig. 10, only the first leg 24 is employed. Here, the first
leg 24 extends in a general C-shaped configuration. Each end of the curved first leg 24 includes
an aperture to receive the first and second ends 20 and 22 of the blade 18. In this embodiment,
the blade extends parallel to the handle 12 and thus creates what is typically known as a vertical
peeler. While not shown, other configurations known in the art are possible, such as use of first
and second legs 24 and 26 of unequal lengths such that the blade 18 is mounted at an angle to the
handle 12.

[0023]  Asis known in the art, the second leg 26 may mount a notching member 28. These
typically take the form of an annular extension having relatively sharp front and back edges. The
notching member 28 is well known for removing the eyes from potatoes or other vegetable
imperfections.

[0024] The inventive feature of the present peeler 10 is the inclusion of citrus implements as
well. In particular, the first leg 24 mounts a citrus slicer 30 in the form of an protrusion
extending from the first leg 24 and having a tapered portion leading to a pointed end forming a
relatively sharp edge 32 extending parallel to the longitudinal axis of the citrus slicer 30. In the

preferred form, the citrus slicer 30 is formed as a monolithic extension of the first leg 24. As is
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known in the art, the sharp edge 32 is inserted into the peel of a citrus, such as an orange, and the
citrus slicer 30 is then manually drawn along the periphery of the citrus to create a long
continuous slice.

[0025] While the inclusion of the citrus slicer 30 expands the use of the peeler 10 from the
usual vegetables-only to also include fruit, it is preferred that the peeler 10 provide more utility
with regard to fruits. To achieve this, the first leg 24 is modified to form a peeling blade 34. As
shown, this peeling blade is comprised of an area of leg 24 which has a greater width than the
remainder, so as to form a protrusion 36. This protrusion is preferably tapered on each side to
blend smoothly into the remainder of leg 24, but this is not required. Further, the peeling blade
has a reduced thickness leading to a sharpened edge along the protrusion 36. This is best
illustrated in the cross-section of Fig. 9. In the embodiment shown, the peeling blade is formed
monolithically with the first leg 24, but if desired could be formed as a separate element mounted
thereto. Further, in the embodiment shown the protrusion extends from both the front and rear
faces, but could be present on only one or the other face. The peeling blade 34 may be manually
inserted through the rind of the fruit, or preferably, inserted through the rind of the fruit as a cut
previously formed by the citrus slicer 30. The peeling blade 34 may then be moved along the
periphery to cut beneath the rind and thus help with removing the rind.

[0026] In the embodiment of Figs. 1-9 using first and second legs 24 and 26, the second leg
26 mounts the notching member 28, while the first leg 24 mounts the citrus slicer 30 and peeling
blade 34. In the embodiment of Fig. 10 only one of the legs is employed. As shown in Fig. 10 it
is possible to mount all three of the notching member 28, citrus slicer 30, and peeling blade 34
all on this one leg 24. As shown these elements are mounted in the order shown and described,

but different placement would be possible. Similarly, in Figs. 1-9 all three elements could
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alternatively be mounted on a common one of the legs 24 or 26, or could be mounted in different
combinations.

[0027] From the foregoing it will be seen that this invention is one well adapted to attain all
ends and objects set forth above together with the other advantages which are inherent within its
structure.

[0028] It will be understood that certain features and subcombinations are of utility and may be
employed without reference to other features and subcombinations. This is contemplated by and
is within the scope of the claims.

[0029] Since many possible embodiments may be made of the invention without departing
from the scope thereof, it is to be understood that all matter herein set forth of shown in the

accompanying drawings is to be interpreted as illustrative, and not in a limiting sense.
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What is claimed is:
1. A combined vegetable and fruit peeler, comprising:
a handle;
at least one leg extending from said handle;
5 a slotted blade mounted to said at least one leg; and
a citrus slicer extending from said at least one leg, said citrus slicer including a sharp
edge extending outward from said at least one leg.
2. A combined vegetable and fruit peeler as in Claim 1, wherein said at least one leg includes a
peeling blade including a protrusion with reduced thickness toward the edge thereof.

10 3. A combined vegetable and fruit peeler as in Claim 2, wherein said at least one leg comprises
first and second legs, and wherein said slotted blade includes first and second ends; said first end
mounting to said first leg, and said second end mounting to said second leg.

4. A combined vegetable and fruit peeler as in Claim 2, further including a notching member
mounted to said at least one leg.
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FIG. 4
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