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REQUESTING PRIOR ART FROM THE PUBLIC IN EXCHANGE FOR A REWARD

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/933,343, filed

October 31, 2007 which claims the benefit of Provisional U.S. Application Serial No. 60/920,395, filed

March 28, 2007 and this application also claims priority to U.S. Patent Application Serial No.

11/933,362, filed October 31, 2007, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference in their

entirety.

Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a computerized method and system for requesting prior art

in exchange for compensation based on the value of information about at least one of the

responses.

Related Applications

This application is related to an application entitled "Method and System for the

Requesting Receipt and Exchange of Information" (Attorney docket No. 21233/0208249-US0)

filed concurrently herewith, the contents of which are incorporated herein in their entirety.

Background of the Invention

The technology explosion worldwide, particularly in e-commerce, and the value of

patents in securing ownership of technology have caused the number of United States patents to

grow dramatically.

An important public policy basis for the patent system is the advancement of

technology by requiring inventors to enrich public knowledge through the publication of their

inventions in a patent in exchange for a monopoly. The public thereby applies its increased



knowledge to develop further inventions. A counterpart to this policy is that the Patent Office will

not grant patents for inventions which are already publicly known. Evidence of public knowledge

is found in "prior art," such as U.S. or foreign patents, published patent applications, published or

unpublished but publicly available articles, textbooks, drawings, photographs, printed or

handwritten documents or references, brochures, advertisements or other references, commercially

available products or other evidence of publicly known technology or technology which has not

been abandoned, suppressed or concealed, such as models, prototypes, commercial products or

testimonial evidence of prior use, sale or knowledge, etc. (hereinafter called "prior art references").

Patentability involves analyzing prior art reference(s) in order to determine whether it explicitly

or implicitly teaches an invention, for example, as described in a claim of a patent or patent

application. If multiple prior art references contain relevant teachings, there is a further

determination as to whether teachings from one or more documents can be combined to teach the

claim.

The Patent Office's grant of a patent does not afford guaranteed patent protection.

U.S. courts can further review a patent. This review involves the same analysis as the patentability

determination performed by the Patent Office on a patent application. However, it is referred to as

a validity analysis because it relates to an issued patent rather than a patent application. Courts

review the patent when its validity arises during patent infringement litigation, i.e., when a patent

owner charges a party with infringement, or during a declaratory judgment action, i.e., when a

party threatened with infringement asks a court to declare a patent invalid. Therefore, even if the

Patent Office has determined that the claims of an application are patentable so that a patent issues,

a court may later determine that one or more of the patent claims are invalid.

When a court reviews a patent during litigation, it analyzes the prior art that was

considered by the Patent Office and may also review additional evidence of prior art presented by

the parties to the litigation. Parties gather evidence in the fact-finding stage of litigation, called

discovery, during which they generally do extensive searches for prior art. The search for such

evidence by litigants is normally very expensive. As a result, they generally find prior art that the

patent Examiner did not have at his disposal during the Patent Office examination. New prior art

at the litigation stage is less desirable for the patent owner than during Patent Office examination



because the patent owner cannot tailor the claims to avoid the prior art. Rather, the claims stand

or fall as presented in the patent. On the other hand, this stage is helpful for a potential infringer

because new prior art in litigation gives the court additional bases to find the patent invalid. Also,

it is easier to invalidate a patent in litigation based on new prior art than on prior art that was

considered by the Patent Office.

The courts are the final arbiters of patents. As a result, when the courts ultimately

determine that a patent is invalid, the patent owner loses his legal rights to the protections of the

patent. In addition, when a patent is invalid, it cannot be used as a basis for a patent infringement

complaint. Therefore, with rare exceptions, patent validity is a key issue in litigation because a

finding of invalidity requires a dismissal of an infringement complaint for a product or process that

could otherwise be found to infringe the patent.

Patent applicants, patent owners and alleged infringers are not the only parties

interested in the validity of patents. Most importantly, members of the public benefit from patents

having strong bases for validity. This is because patent owners can charge a premium for products

or processes covered by patents. This premium is based on the patent right of excluding others

from commercializing (among other things) technology covered by the patent claims. The public

cannot recover premiums paid based on a patent which a court later finds to be invalid.

Also, the financial community is interested in the validity of patents in making

investment decisions. Companies can also benefit from greater knowledge about the validity of

third party patents in determining whether they must design around a competitor's patent or

commercialize a potentially infringing product based on one or more competent opinions from

individual attorneys that the patent is invalid. In addition, patent owners who consider

commercializing a product covered by their patent benefit from greater information about whether

competitors can be excluded from their market based on strong patent protection. Similarly, the

validity of patent portfolios for public companies can affect stock prices, and knowledge about the

validity of patents is applicable to valuing the company that owns the patents.

Therefore, there are myriad scenarios in which the validity of patents is important to

the general public, patent applicants, owners, competitors and the financial community.

Consequently, comprehensive prior art with which to evaluate patentability and validity increases



the strength of the patent system by decreasing the number of invalid patents, narrowing the claims

during Patent Office examinations to define valid inventions in view of more comprehensive prior

art and, for applications which issue as patents, increasing the number of meritorious patents such

that the cost to the public of monopoly pricing is better justified.

In addition, since Examiners' resources for identifying prior art during examination

can be limited, additional or more relevant prior art is generally presented during litigation. As a

result, a large percentage of patents litigated are found to be invalid. This means that during the

period between patent issuance and the outcome of litigation, patent owners have legal rights to the

patented technology, including the potential for monopoly pricing. Moreover, only a very small

percentage, determined historically to be about 1.5% of issued patents are actually litigated. As a

result, for the remaining about 98.5% of patents, validity is never analyzed by a court.

As a result, there is a need for increasing the amount and quality of prior art that is

found. Common methods of finding prior art are computer searches of patent or technical

databases and hand searches of paper copies of prior patents, publications and foreign patents at the

Patent Office. Members of the public also hire third party researchers, for example, technical

experts or consultants, patent researchers or general researchers to conduct searches for them;

Examiners perform their own searches. Third party researchers are paid a fee for providing search

results, whether the results are relevant or not. Other common methods of finding prior art for

members of the public are to subpoena companies or individuals for such prior art. These

approaches are general research techniques well known to those of ordinary skill in the art and will

not be described further herein.

There was an instance in which members of the public were requested to send

relevant prior art to a central source, in this case, a company, which was sued for patent

infringement. More particularly, Netscape presented a request on a web site which it hosts called

mozilla.org (the text is available as of February 10, 2000 at

http://www.mozilla.org/legal/wangsuit.html) for prior art to defend against a patent infringement

action by Wang (based on U.S. Patent No. 4,75 1,669). The request was therefore made available

to visitors of Netscape's mozilla.org web site. Visitors were asked to respond by providing prior

art to invalidate the patent claims on a gratuitous basis. As of February 10, 2000, Netscape



reported that the case settled.

Another company, BountyQuest, had a web site offering payments to those who can

prove or disprove patent claims and providing a means to settling patent disputes between

companies. The company hoped to exploit the concerns of those who felt that the US Patent Office

was failing to serve the new economy. BountyQuest encouraged scientists, engineers, professional

researchers or any people with specialised knowledge to find evidence critical to issues of patent

validity. BountyQuest essentially created a human search engine of knowledgeable "Bounty

Hunters" who track down this type of fugitive information for cash rewards. BountyQuest rewards

started at $10,000 and were a fixed monetary amount included in the announcement of the bounty.

The understanding on Wall Street is that there are two ways to acquire patent

information to accurately value stocks, acquisition or litigation, both of which are unpredictable as

to timing (these activities take years) and the result. For example, Local.com announced patents

covering the "industry standard for local search" in June/July 2007. On June 29, a Yahoo Finance

analyst picked up a posting from a financial blog about the patent announcement. Local.com went

from a sleeper to being ranked among the 20 most active U.S. stocks on July 2n with an increase

of 70% to $8.96. The stock price as of July 17 was maintained at $8.85. Wall Street clearly

identified it as an event with extraordinary impact on the stock. It was reported in a Barron's

article entitled "Local.com Shares In A Patent-Driven Frenzy." Commentators went further,

offering that further stock valuation/correction is based on a wait and see approach. "[H]ow these

new patents will affect the stock is hard to determine. 'The patents make it more attractive but how

much is anybody's guess... ' 'You don't know if other people are infringing on the patent. You

don't know how broad the patent is. You don't know if they're going to fight it and demand money

from company's [for patent infringement], and you don't even know if the patent is valid until it

gets tried in court. .. ' " said Jon R. Hickman, an analyst at MDB Capital Group.

There is a need to improve the comprehensiveness of prior art for patent

applications and issued patents generally. There also is a need to enable the public to recover some

of the premiums paid for patents later found to be invalid. Further, there is a need for a forum in

which prior art can be requested for a broad variety of patents or other technical or non-technical

subject matter and the public can view the multiple and varied requests and submit responses.



With a broad range of prior art requests, such a forum can attracts a large audience, which increases

the chance of receiving relevant prior art in response.

Summary of the Invention

There is disclosed a system and method for patent owners and interested members

of the public to post prior art requests (also hereinafter sometimes referred to as finder's fee

searches and the individuals who respond to them are referred to as searchers) for a variety of

inventions for access by at least one member of the public in exchange for a reward for at least one

closest response. For example, in one embodiment of this invention, patent applicants, their

competitors or other interested public members can prepare prior art requests, have them posted on

a web site and submit the closest responses to the Patent Office or courts. Requests also can be

generated without third party initiation but rather by the hosting web site or organization. Such

requests can also be made anonymously on the web site. In addition, such requests can be made

without an offer of a reward. In another embodiment, the reward can be any one or a combination

of a fixed monetary amount, a variable amount based on the value of information concerning the

responses and/or transactions, such as for example, investments and/or auctions, involving the

response(s), including the response(s) which invalidate a patent or request subject matter and/or

the response(s) which do not invalidate a patent or request subject matter.

There is also disclosed a systematic method of informing members of the public

about requests for prior art regarding pre-selected inventions. In an embodiment of this invention,

the prior art requests can be organized for display according to predetermined technology

categories to which the requests are assigned. As a result, users can have the option of viewing

only those prior art requests that match their technical interests.

In another embodiment of this invention, a request can be combined with one or

both of an investment strategy and/or an auction process. With the present invention, requests and

related investment strateg(ies) can be controlled in a finite time period for a specific outcome. The

identification of invalidating prior art or the absence of it, provides concrete information about

patent valuation. Rather than a company press release starting a patent frenzy, the system operator

can provide a controlled and authoritative result for informing Wall Street of more predictable



valuations. In addition, the reward can include a variable component equal to a percentage of

profits from a specific investment based on the request, the profits of the host of the request or

more generally the organization which supports the request forum, the profits from any auction

proceedings etc. For example, the system of the present invention can include combining the

request(s) with transactions to gain value from the result. For example, the entity which hosts the

requests can sell the result prior to or after the announcement of the outcome of the request to Wall

Street investors. The hosting entity also can execute its own investments, for example, by a hedge

fund operating component of the host. In effect, the operators of a system according to the present

invention can sell subscriptions to provide the information to hedge fund/investors and the hedge

fund can offer investment opportunities. Further, if the winning response is publicly disclosed, the

non-winning responses also can be valuable for auction or investment transactions.

The auction process can be either a single auction or a multi-tiered process timed to

correspond to stages in the request process. The request submissions and/or results can be

auctioned as a separate process from the request by implementing a request and then auctioning the

results. This can be done on an individual basis or a group can be formed of one or more requests

for which an auction process is implemented, whether or not there is an announcement regarding

an individual or a group request implementation of an auction.

The foregoing has outlined, rather broadly, the preferred feature of the present

invention so that those skilled in the art may better understand the detailed description of the

invention that follows. Additional features of the invention will be described hereinafter that form

the subject of the claims of the invention. Those skilled in the art should appreciate that they can

readily use the disclosed conceptions and specific embodiments as a basis for designing or

modifying other features for carrying out the same purposes of the present invention. Further

elements of one embodiment may be combined with elements of other embodiments. Those

skilled in the art should also realize that equivalent features do not depart from the spirit and scope

of the invention in its broadest form.



Brief Description of the Drawings

Other aspects, features, and advantages of the present invention will become more

fully apparent from the following detailed description, the appended claim, and the accompanying

drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows an overall environment in which the present invention can be used;

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart of high level operation of a web site for carrying out a

single prior art request;

FIG. 3 shows a database which contains data for prior art requests;

FIG. 4 shows a web page for a prior art request;

FIG. 5 shows a database that contains data for multiple users of the web site;

FIGS. 6A to 6D illustrate web pages for the registration of a user of the web site;

FIG. 7 shows a database which contains data for responses to prior art requests;

FIGS. 8A to 8C illustrate web pages for a form for responding to a prior art request ;

FIG. 9 shows a database that contains data for closed prior art request notices;

FIGS. 1OA to 1OC show flow charts of a detailed processing flow for users

accessing the web site;

FIGS. 1IA to H B show flow charts of detailed processing flows for the web site for

a single prior art request;

FIGS. 12A, 12B and 13 show flow charts of detailed processing flows at the web

site for offering requests and executing transactions with various timing related to the processing

steps of the request, sequences and combinations based on the value of information concerning the

requests and/or response(s) to the request;

FIG. 14A and 14B show flow charts of detailed processing flows for the web site

for offering requests and executing investment transactions with various timing related to the

processing steps of the request, sequences and combinations based on the value of the information

concerning the request and/or response(s) to it; and

FIG. 15A and 15B show flow charts of detailed processing flows for the web site

for offering requests and executing auction transactions with various timing related to the



processing steps of the request, sequences and combinations based on the value of the information

concerning the request and/or response(s) to it.

Detailed Description of the Invention

Overview of System

FIG. 1 shows an example of an overall environment 10 in which this invention can

be used. Environment 10 includes a network 12, such as the Internet, Intranet, "Future Net" or any

other network known or later developed which connects computers. Consumer computers 14 are

connected to the network 12. Computers 14 are shown as 14(1), 14(2) to 14(N) and they can be

operated by users 15(1), 15(2), 15(3), 15(4) to 15(N). N as used herein denotes an unlimited

quantity of the object to which it relates and the value of N can change for each object. Therefore,

any number of computers 14 can be connected to network 12 and each computer 14 can be

operated by any number of users 15.

Also connected to network 12 is web site 16, in which an embodiment of this

invention is implemented. Web site 16 posts one or multiple prior art requests 60 such as that

shown in Fig. 4. Each request 60 is for one or more prior art references that describe a technology

in exchange for at least one closest response 120. An exemplary request 60 is shown in FIG. 4 and

a form for response 120 is shown in FIGS. 8A to 8C.

Since web site 16 is also connected to network 12, users 15 can access web site 16

from any computer 14 throughout the world having appropriate network access and software, such

as a web browser. In alternative embodiments, users 15 can gain access to web site 16 or the

business supporting it, including web site 16 employees, from other mechanisms, such as E-mail

outside web site 16, facsimile or telephone.

Various hardware devices can operate web site 16. Such devices are a design

choice which are well known to those of ordinary skill in the art and do not limit this invention.

For example, a web server 17 can service users 15 of web site 16, including storing and operating

the applications, screen displays and images for web site 16 as well as the sub-systems for

operating web site 16, etc. Also, a database server 19 can store databases for prior art requests 60,



users 15, responses 120, rewards and all other programs and data to support web site 16, etc. A

mail server 18 also can be included in order to communicate E-mail between users 15 and web site

16 . Additional web servers, database servers and mail servers can be added to support an increased

load on web site 16.

Also, web site 16 can be generated, operated, updated and administered by a

computer 20 that connects to servers 17, 18 and 19 supporting web site 16. Computer 20 operates

based on a processor 22 under the control of a program. For ease of reference, such processing will

hereinafter be indicated by the use of the term "Computer 20." Computer 20 also includes memory

24 (including one or more storage elements, such as a hard disk or RAM; additional memory can

be added). Computer 20, processor 22 and memory 24 are used to access servers 17, 18 and 19 and

run the software necessary for generating and maintaining web site 16. Computer 20 can also

process communications between user 15 and employees of web site 16, such as, for example,

E-mail using mail server 18, facsimile or telephone, etc. In addition, computer 20 can be

implemented in one or more computers such as, for example, computers 14. Other alternative

communications between users 15 and the employees of web site 16 such as, for example, postal

mail, facsimile, outside computer 20, etc. are also contemplated as within this invention. In

addition, many other hardware configurations known in the art can be used to implement this

invention.

Overview of Web Site 16

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart of a high level operation 40 of web site 16 according to

an embodiment of this invention. This flow chart shows the processing for a single prior art

request 60 (also referred to as a finder's fee search). Initially, web site 16 receives and posts prior

art request 60 (as shown in Fig. 3) (steps 41, 42 and 44). Prior art request 60 can be a description

of technology for which prior art is sought from members of the public. Technology descriptions

can derive from, for example, issued U.S. patents, foreign patents, U.S. or foreign patent

applications, publications, trade secret or non-public products or processes, commercialized

products or processes, business models or a portion or combination of any of these, etc. Where

request 60 relates to the claims of a patent or patent application, the technology description can be



derived specifically or generally from all or a portion of one or more claims, an edited version

understandable to those outside the patent law field of one or more claims, the exact text of one or

more claims or a portion or combination of any of these. For example, where a part of the

invention described in a claim is already known, the known part can be excluded from request 60

so that only a portion of the claim is the subject of request 60. The breadth and abstraction level

of the technology description do not limit this invention.

Prior art request 60 can also include a date by which any prior art references must

be dated (called "the latest date for prior art"), a date when request 60 is posted, a date when

request 60 expires (or is closed so that no further responses 120 will be accepted) and a date by

which a reward will be paid. Further, the type of reward, for example, a monetary amount, can be

provided in request 60. This information is shown in FIG. 3. The latest date for prior art can be the

latest date that documents qualify as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102 and the case law which

interprets it or another arbitrary date set forth in request 60. Also, requests 60 can originate from

web site 16 or from third party sponsors, such as parties to a litigation or patent owners. More

particularly, a third party can prepare a prior art request 60 and hire web site 16 to post it and

process responses 120. Also, in alternative embodiments, requests 60 can be streamlined or

customized by the third party or web site 16 so that less or different information is provided

depending on the objectives of the sponsor. For example, a latest date for prior art can be omitted

or can be an arbitrary date based on knowledge of the sponsor that a particular date is necessary.

In another embodiment, web site 16 can post requests 60 which do not include an offer of a reward

for the closest response(s). In this case, responses 120 (Figs. 8A - 8C) to requests 60 are gratuitous.

Once prior art request 60 is posted on web site 16, it is available for display to

multiple users 15 who access web site 16 (step 44). In one embodiment, web site 16 can provide

a forum for posting prior art requests 60 organized by the subject matter of the technology (called

technology categories), terms pre-selected by user 15, inventors, assignees or other customized

searches as specified by user 15. User 15 can select technology categories and have the option of

setting-up such customized searches in a registration form on web site 16 (as shown in FIG. 6B).

Technology categories are also assigned to each request 60. In this way, user 15 can view only

those requests 60 which relate to technology categories that he has selected. In addition, where



requests 60 are based on patents or other searchable documents, web site 16 can apply a

customized search to display only those requests 60 based on patents or other documents which are

identified by the search.

The next event that triggers processing by web site 16 is submission by a user 15 of

a response 120. For ease of discussion, a single response 120 submitted in step 46(1) is used as an

example for the description of steps 46(1) to 51(1). Multiple steps (1) to (N) for steps 46 to 5 1 are

shown because multiple responses are expected for each request 60 and steps 46 to 5 1 are

performed for each such response 120.

The response 120 can take any form or content which provides information related

to the request 60. For illustration purposes and without any limitation on the scope of the claims,

in one embodiment, response 120 can include two parts: First, response 120 can be an electronic

form in which user 15 provides general information about the response (as shown in FIGS. 8A to

8C; step 46). This form includes the following information: the identification of user 15 (for

example, user's 15 log in); an identification number for prior art request 60 to which response 120

is directed; the total number of prior art references submitted for response 120; and, for each prior

art reference, citation information (including the publication or effective date) as well as a

description of the relevant teaching of the document. This can be treated as a first phase 122 of

response 120.

The second part of response 120 can be a full copy of each prior art reference

identified in first phase 122 with the text and/or figures of each document marked to indicate the

portions which are relevant to response 120 (step 48; this is hereinafter referred to as "second phase

124" and it includes a full version of marked prior art references). A document can be marked in

various ways to focus attention on selected text and/or figures, such as by electronic word

processing edits or manual markings with, for example, a pen or highlighter, etc. The marking

approach does not limit this invention. Second phase 124, in this embodiment, can be transmitted

electronically as an attachment to first phase 122 (as referenced in FIG. 8C) or by any other

transmission method, such as facsimile, E-mail, postal mail, etc. In addition, in order for response

120 to be eligible for a reward or to be considered complete, second phase 124 must be received

within a predetermined period of time from the actual date of submission of first phase 122 (step



48). The predetermined period of time can be provided in request 60 or standardized and provided

in a general instruction section of web site 16 for responding to requests 60. The particular time

frame does not limit this invention. For example, the time frame could be 5 days, 14 days, 3 or 4

weeks or any other time frame. Further, to facilitate processing the timely receipt of second phase

124, a period of time without any exclusion for holidays or weekends can be applied. In addition,

the first phase 122 actual submission date can be the date of transmission of first phasel22 through

web site 16 or the date of receipt of such first phase 122 of response 120 if it is transmitted outside

web site 16. As set forth in request 60, an example of a time period is 14 days from the actual

submission date of response 120 with no exclusions for weekends or holidays. Therefore, in this

embodiment, if the full version marked documents are sent by postal mail and the fourteenth day

is a Sunday, they must be received by the Friday prior to the Sunday to be timely. In this

embodiment, if is the document or documents are not received within the time period, response

120 is rejected and is ineligible for a reward.

In alternative embodiments, the time requirement for receipt of documents can be

excluded so that the first phase 122 is a complete response 120. In further alternative embodiments,

the documents in second phase 124 of response 120 can include non-marked and/or portions of

documents rather than full versions. In addition, in further alternative embodiments, the form for

the first phase 122 of response 120 can be streamlined so that users 15 are not required to provide

as much information. For example, the first phase of response 120 can omit an explanation of the

relevance of the prior art references and the citation information can be kept to the minimum

necessary for web site 16 employees to obtain the prior art reference(s). In another embodiment,

the response simply can be one or more prior art references or identification of such reference(s)

with minimal identifying information about the user 15. In one embodiment, multi-phase

responses 120 are not implemented.

The transmission method of the phases 122, 124 of the responses 120 can vary in

alternative embodiments of this invention. For example, they can be electronically transmitted or

E-mailed through web site 16 or outside of web site 16, or sent by postal mail or a combination of

any of these or any hereinafter discovered transmission method. Where document 124 is sent

outside web site 16, web site 16 can merely display information about how to send such response.



Also, methods of transmission can be different for each phase of the general information response .

The methods of transmission do not limit this invention.

Web site 16 can send notifications to user 15 to confirm the receipt (steps 46 and

48) of the phases of responses 120, i.e., phases 122 and 124, respectively. Web site 16 then

receives data about the completeness and accuracy of the phases 122 and 124 (step 50). The

analysis to determine whether response 120 is complete and accurate can be conducted by, for

example, an employee or affiliate of web site 16. Employees or affiliates of web site 16 include

employees or consultants of web site 16 and any third parties affiliated with web site 16 on a

permanent or temporary basis, such as a third party sponsor of request 60 or a law firm or other

attorneys or professionals. In alternative embodiments, computer 20 can include software

applications to perform part of this analysis or the complete analysis. However, in this

embodiment, since the document 124 data can arrive by postal mail or otherwise outside web site

16, data about the document 124 may have to be separately entered into computer 20. In addition,

the analysis can include a subjective evaluation of publication dates, etc., which may not be

suitable for a software application. More particularly, the analysis of documents 124 can include

verifying the identification number of request 60 and ensuring the receipt of the prior art references

cited in the first phase 122 of response 120. Also, the publication dates of the prior art references

can be compared to the latest date for prior art set forth in request 60 to ensure that the documents

predate the latest date specified. Response 120 may not be complete, for example, where the

citations in the first phase 122 do not match the full version marked prior art references sent in the

second phase 124 or one or more of such prior art references postdates the latest date for prior art.

As another example, if document 124 is not received within the predetermined period of time from

the actual submission date of the first phase 122 of the response, it can be deemed to be too late.

In both examples, response 120 can be rejected and ineligible for a reward. In further

embodiments, the first phase 122 can also be analyzed for dates and the completeness and accuracy

of citations before receipt of the second phase 124. Web site 16 can then notify user 15 of either

the acceptance or rejection of response 120 (step 51).

The process in steps 46 to 5 1 of reviewing and confirming responses 120 continues

for the duration that each request 60 of step 44 is open. In addition, the same process applies to



each request 60. When the close date for request 60 arrives, closed prior art request notice 160 can

be posted on web site 16 (shown in FIG. 9). Notice 160 can include prior art request 60, a notice

that request 60 is closed so that no further responses will be accepted (step 52) and the status of

processing responses 120 for one or more winners.

During the time frame from the date that request 60 is closed to the date on which

any rewards are paid out, the processing in steps 47 to 5 1 can be completed for each response 120.

After each response 120 is analyzed to determine its completeness and accuracy, the accepted

responses 120 can then be further analyzed to select one or more winners (depending on the reward

specified in request 60).

In an embodiment, one or more winning responses 120 can be determined based on

the completeness and accurate of responses 120 and prior art references which come closest to

explicitly or implicitly teaching the technology described in request 60 based on application of 35

U.S.C. 102 and 103 and the case law which interprets them. Although selecting a winning

response 120 can include analysis under 35 U.S.C. 103, the form for first phase 122 can include

only a request for a description of the teachings of each prior art reference, rather than a request for

an argument for combining multiple prior art references. Such further argument can be too

burdensome for user 15 and, rather, can be best made by an attorney or other person who analyzes

responses 120 in order to select the winning response 120. In alternative embodiments, user 15 can

be required to present a complete analysis under 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103. In addition, in an

embodiment of this invention that includes a subscription option 94 (as shown and described

regarding FIG. 6C), user 15 who is a subscriber can have a submission date which is predated from

his actual submission date for the purposes of determining winners(s). This predated submission

date is called a reward submission date. Therefore, for determining winners, actual submission

dates can be used for non-subscribing users 15 and reward submission dates can be used for

subscribing users 15. The completeness of the first phase 122, including the description of the

prior art references and their teachings, can also be taken into account.

The determination of winning responses 120 is preferably conducted by attorneys

because they satisfy one of the standards of competency required under U.S. Patent Law for

validity opinions. However, for preliminary analyses for validity opinions or where there are other



bases for requesting prior art, attorneys need not determine the winners. Web site 16 can employ

attorneys on its staff or outsource the analysis to law firms or other sources, including

non-attorneys. For example, where a request 60 is sponsored by a third party, such as a party to a

litigation, responses 120 can be given to the third party for selection of the winning responses 120

based on their own criteria. The identity or profession of individuals who perform the analysis to

select winners does not limit this invention. In addition, in order for users 15 to register so that they

are able to submit entries, they can be required to agree to contractual provisions, including an

acceptance of the method of analyzing and determining winning responses 120 as preferably based

on 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103 and an acknowledgment that the method has a subjective component

such that two persons applying the same analysis can produce different results. However, the

contractual provisions can also include a guarantee that the reward listed in request 60 will be paid

to the closest responses 120, regardless of whether or not the winning responses 120 invalidate the

subject matter of requests 60.

Once the winning responses 120 have been selected, data about the winning users

15 can be entered for receipt by web site 16 (step 54). Web site 16 can then notify the winning

users 15 (step 56). Monetary rewards can be paid from web site 16 to users 15 or, in alternative

embodiments, payment can be made to users 15 from a third party, such as, for example, a third

party sponsor of request 60.

The processing for a given prior art request 60 can be completed when web site 16

posts a closed prior art request notice (step 58), including public information about the winning

entries and the winners. In additional embodiments, including the processing steps and systems

described in Figs. 12A, 12B, 13, 14A, 14B, 15A and 15B, additional information about

transactions executed based on the request 60 and/or response(s) 120, can be announced, including

information about financial transactions, disclosures and statements to satisfy any relevant U.S. or

International laws concerning such transactions, legal standards and compliance therewith,

compliance statements, auctions and where such exemplary transaction impact the reward amount

(e.g., a variable portion of the reward is based on a percentage of value gained in a transaction),

information about the reward etc. Where the web site 16 or organization hosts at least one of the

requests 60, the host can determine the information to disclose about request 60 on an individual



basis or generally (subject to individual transactions with third party hosts where the third party

hosts enter into a contract accepted by the host to control a portion or the entirety of the request 60),

including identifying winners, making available winning response(s) 120 in whole or in part,

combining portions of response(s) to provide an analysis of invalidity regardless of whether the

response(s) are from one or more multiple sources, other non-winning responses or the identity of

any of the response(s) 120.

Public availability of information about winning responses 120 can depend on the

source of request 60. For example, where request 60 is based on a litigation, specific information

about winning responses 120 can be precluded from being published based on the terms of the

litigation or the interest of the sponsor. In addition, the winner may not wish to have his identity

made public. Therefore, permission from each of the winners and sponsors can be required before

any information is posted about the reward and the identities of the winners. Where none of the

information can be made public, the closed notice can include a date that the reward was paid out

and the fact that the information is otherwise private or confidential. Preferably, the contractual

provisions which users 15 can be required to sign before submitting responses 120 can include an

acknowledgment and acceptance of the fact that information about winning responses 120 and

winning users 15 can be confidential and, therefore, inaccessible on web site 16. And disclosure

of request 60 and/or response(s) 120 or the absence of a disclosure, even that a request 60 is closed,

is within the scope of this invention.

One model for profitability of site 16 or the sponsoring organization is to use the

information from the response(s) 120 in transactions such as financial or auctions to produce

revenue streams for the site 16, which can be shared with the searchers who provide response(s)

120. Other models for profitability for web site 16 are based on fees from users 15 and from

sponsors. Regarding users 15, access to web site 16 and prior art requests 60 can be free pursuant

to the culture of the Internet. However, there can be a nominal fee, such as $5 for each prior art

reference up to 5 documents and $25 for each additional document submitted in response 120. The

purpose of this nominal fee would be to subsidize costs for processing responses 120 and, more

importantly, to discourage responses 120 which include a "dump" of any prior art reference that

may be relevant or that user 15 may be aware of, regardless of its relevance. This shifts the



responsibility for initially reviewing the relevance of prior art references to users 15 instead of to

web site 16 or to sponsors of requests 60. This profitability model is enhanced by web site 16

supporting a large audience with diverse technical interests based on providing a broad variety of

technologies upon which requests 60 are based. With a large audience, the chances of receiving

responses 120 with relevant prior art are increased.

In addition, optional features can be included in web site 16 for users 15 in order to

build a fee base. For example, users 15 can be given the option of subscribing to web site 16. A

subscription can provide several benefits: First, prior art requests 60 can be sent directly to users

15 by E-mail (in addition to their availability on the web site 16) in order to provide immediate

notification of requests 60. Second, a subscribing user 15 can have a submission date for purposes

of determining winner(s), i.e., a reward submission date, which is predated from his actual

submission date. The amount of predating can be based on a schedule of subscription fees. For

example, in order to have a reward submission date that is predated from the actual submission

date by one week, user 15 can pay $25 per year. Similarly, user 15 can pay $50, $75 or $100 (or

any other amounts) for a reward submission date that is predated from the actual submission date

by two weeks, three weeks and four weeks, respectively. The time frames and amounts shown are

merely examples and do not limit this invention. Other time frames and amounts can be used. As

described below regarding FIG. 6C, the subscription request should be implemented after a time

delay in order to reduce the incentive for user 15 to become a subscriber only when he has a

valuable response 120 to a request 60.

In one embodiment in which third parties sponsor requests 60, all or portions of

rewards can be funded by sponsors in exchange for copies of the responses 120 to prior art requests

60. An exemplary reward can be $10,000, including $5,000 for each of the two closest responses

120. In addition, web site 16 can contract that the sponsor selects the winning responses 120

before the reward date. In this way, the processing cost by web site 16 can be reduced to the

administrative cost of processing the accuracy and timeliness of responses 120, rather than the

analysis of responses 120 to select the winners. Also, web site 16 can charge a transaction fee for

each prior art request 60 posting from a sponsor. An example of a transaction fee can be $5,000.

The amounts of fees and rewards shown are examples for an embodiment of this invention and do



not limit this invention.

Detailed Description of Web Site 16

FIGS. 3 to 1IB provide embodiments of this invention which include alternatives to

the embodiments described in the overview of web site 16 or shown in FIGS. 1 or 2 . FIG. 3 shows

a database which contains data for prior art requests 60(1), 60(2) to 60(N) according to an

embodiment of this invention. Prior art request 60 can include information to give user 15

guidelines for identifying prior art. The information can be as follows: an identification number 6 1

for prior art request 60; the "subject patent" 62; technology subject matter category(ies) 63; a

technology description 64; a date by which responsive prior art must be dated 66 (called the "latest

date for prior art"); a post date 68 or a date that request 60 is posted; a close date 70; a reward date

(i.e., a date by which a reward will be paid) and a reward amount 72; and, a sponsor 74 if

applicable, for example, a third party sponsor. The information shown in FIG. 3 for request 60 is

exemplary. In alternative embodiments, additional data can be included in request 60 or one or

more of the information 61, 62, 63, 66, 68, 70, 72 or 74 can be excluded so that only a technology

description 64 is included. Therefore, the particular information presented in prior art request 60

does not limit this invention.

Where an identification number 6 1 is used, it can be any reference numeric or

alphanumeric characters which designate request 60. In alternative embodiments, there need not

be any identification number or the identification number can be the patent number, or there can

be a variety of identification approaches for requests 60. Number 6 1 can be used, for example, to

organize requests 60 on web site 16. The subject patent 62 can be an issued U.S. patent. Moreover,

it can also include a U.S. published patent application (after November 29, 2000), a foreign or

international patent or published application, a non-published patent application (based on

authorization by the owner) or any other technical or non-technical subject matter, such as a

description of a commercial product or a business model, etc. Once the Patent Office publishes an

application, it is made public so that posting a related prior art request 60 on web site 16 does not

lose secrecy. Then, prior art submitted in response to requests 60 can be provided to the Patent

Office under 37 CF. R. 1.99. Third parties can also post requests 60 and submit the results to the



Patent Office for competitors' patent applications. However, submission by third parties to the

Patent Office will likely be limited because by statute comments on the prior art against published

applications are limited and there is a time period after publication in which the submission must

be made. 37 CFR 1.99. However, this may be avoided for unpublished applications under 37 CFR

1.291 , but a petition is required. Further, such a submission against the application of a competitor

allows the patent applicant to amend his claims in order to avoid the submitted prior art, thereby

strengthening the patent instead of invalidating or narrowing it. Third parties can also retain the

resulting prior art for later use in negotiation or litigation. In addition, 18-month publication

traditionally has occurred in foreign jurisdictions so that U.S. patent applications that are also filed

in foreign countries are currently published. This limits the impact of the change in U.S. Patent

Law.

Technology categories 63(1), 63(2) to 63(N), which can be based on the patent

Office classifications, are predetermined categories to which prior art request 60 is assigned.

Categorizing prior art requests 60(1), 60(2) to 60(N) enables them to be viewed by assigned

categories. In this way, the number of prior art requests 60 that user 15 views can be limited to

those requests 60 which match his technical interests. As a result, user 15 has a greater chance of

having knowledge of pre-selected requests 60 that, in turn, increases his chance of identifying

relevant prior art. Examples of relevant technology categories 63 are as follows: business methods

(and, as sub-categories, advertising and marketing, consumer rewards, finance, insurance, on-line

auctions, selling and purchasing, and search engines), software, computer, electrical,

telecommunications, biological, chemical, mechanical, medicine, dentistry, automotive

technology, plant patents and design patents. User 15 can also choose an "all technologies"

category 63 in order to view all prior art requests 60; the "all technologies" category can also be a

default. This invention is not limited to the designation or quantity of technology categories 63, for

which numerous lists can be derived or determined according the most efficient approach to

organizing prior art requests 60. In addition, the categories 63 can change over time and increase

with added or "hot" technologies (for example, "Y2K" solutions as a separate technology

category). Also, some prior art requests 60 can involve multiple technology categories 63 and can

therefore be assigned to each of the multiple categories. For example, if request 60 has



electromechanical subject matter, it can be assigned to electrical and mechanical categories 63.

Technology categories 63 can be defined and implemented in many ways and this invention can be

applied in the framework of any of these definitions or implementations such that an exact

definition or implementation of technology categories 63 does not limit this invention. Also, in

alternative embodiments, technology categories 63 can be eliminated so user 15 views all prior art

requests 60.

The technology description 64 can be a plain language description of the subject

technology. In one embodiment, the subject technology can be based on the claims of a patent.

Patent claims are written in a highly stylized manner. Therefore, the general public, or even people

with knowledge of the technological subject matter often do not readily understand them without

assistance of a patent attorney or a court. Such assistance is called claim interpretation. Based on

claim interpretation, a claim for use in request 60 can be rewritten in plain English to reduce

ambiguity. In addition, the parts of the claim (also called "elements") can be organized into clearly

labeled subsets or other approaches can be taken to provide a technology description 64 which is

more readily understood by user 15. In addition, the rewrite can take into account claim elements

for which prior art need not be found because it is already known. This can occur, for example,

when prior art has already been found, or has been admitted as prior art in the patent itself,

prosecution history or during litigation, etc. In addition, figures can be added where they can assist

user 15 in understanding the technology description 64. In alternative embodiments of this

invention, technology description 64 can be one or more patent claims themselves or any other type

of description which provides user 15 with the information for which prior art is sought. The

breadth, format or contents of technology description 64 does not limit this invention.

The latest date for prior art 66 is the date on or before which prior art must be

publicly available (called a public availability date). The latest date 66 can be governed by the

earliest filing date to which the subject patent 62 is entitled. The earliest filing date is determined

by applying the Patent Law statute 35 U.S.C. 102 and the case law that interprets it. The earliest

filing date is the filing date of the application on which the patent is based or an earlier or foreign

application for which priority is claimed. If the actual invention was made before the filing date,

the applicant can "swear behind" the filing date by up to one year. Thus the process of determining



the date may not be straightforward. Nevertheless, once the earliest filing date for the subject

patent 62 is determined, the latest date for prior art 66 can be the day before that date. The latest

date 66 can be provided to user 15 without a detailed explanation in order to avoid burdening user

15 with how it is determined and whether there are alternative arguments for different dates. Rather,

sponsor 74 of prior art request 60 can determine the latest date 66 and include a statement in

request 60 that any responsive prior art must be dated on or before that date. Alternatively, the

definition of the latest date 66 can be varied. For example, in order for the latest date 66 to match

the earliest filing date for the subject patent 62, the latest date 66 can be defined as the date before

which prior art must be dated. Therefore, the determination of the latest date 66 and how it is

presented in prior art request 60 do not limit this invention.

As noted above, the latest date 66 can be earlier than the filing date of a subject

patent 62 or its related applications based on earlier conception and reduction to practice dates, as

determined based on 35 U.S.C. 102 and the case law that interprets it. For example, an earlier or

later date, a range of dates (as one example, different dates can be used for different parts, such as

elements, of the technology description 64) or no date can be provided in request 60. However, it

is likely that the latest date 66 will be the earliest filing or priority date so that earlier dates are not

made public in request 60. Moreover, in alternative embodiments, a latest date for prior art 66 can

be excluded from request 60. The result of such exclusion is that all prior art is solicited regardless

of their public availability dates. This can be useful because post-latest date 66 prior art can

describe the historical development of the patent subject matter or support the view that the subject

matter was not available before the latest date 66, etc. In further alternative embodiments in which

the latest date 66 is excluded, a standard can be provided in a general instruction section of web site

16 or in request 60. An example of a standard is that prior art must be dated more than one year

prior to the earliest filing or priority date of the subject patent 62. Therefore, this invention is not

limited by the use or selection of the latest date for prior art 66.

The post date 68 and the close date 70 for request 60 can be the start and end,

respectively, of when responses 120 to request 60 are accepted in order to be considered for a

reward. In addition, the reward amount and date 72 is an amount for a monetary or other reward

and a date on which the reward for one or more closest responses 120 will be announced and/or



paid. Also, the amount 72 or type of reward can vary. For example, the reward can be a monetary

award of $5,000 for each of the two closest responses 120 with the earliest submission dates. In

alternative embodiments, a single reward of $10,000 can be paid to one winning user 15. Further

alternative embodiments can include any amount for a monetary award and any number of winners.

Also, this invention includes other types of rewards, such as products or other non-monetary gifts,

gift certificates, recognition, etc. The number, amount or type of reward does not limit this

invention.

Request 60 can also include the identity of sponsor 74 as web site 16 or a third party.

In alternative embodiments, sponsor 74 can be listed as anonymous or the identity of sponsor 74

can be excluded. Moreover, in alternative embodiments, the post date 68, the close date 70 and the

reward date 72 can be excluded. For example, the timing of the close and reward dates 70 and 72,

respectively, can be standardized for each prior art request 60 and, provided in a separate general

instruction section of web site 16 or implemented by the presence or absence of request 60 on web

site 16.

FIG. 4 illustrates a web page for an example of prior art request 60 according to an

embodiment of this invention. The identification number 6 1 is XX XXX (i.e., a generic reference

number). The subject matter of request 60 is subject patent 62, European Patent Application

Publication 0955071 A2, based on European Patent Application 99108984.8, to Richard A.

Gamble, James Williams Moriarty and Cheryl Milone Bab (the inventor of this application). The

technology category 63 is mechanical. The technology description 64 includes claim 1 of the

patent application broken down into a background section (which is called a preamble) and

elements (a) to (c). The latest date for prior art 66 is May 7, 1998. The post date 68 for request 60

is January 1, 2000. The close date 70 is February 1, 2000. The reward amount and date 72 is

$5,000 paid on March 1, 2000 for each of the two closest responses 120 with the earliest

submission dates (actual or reward submission dates depending on whether users 15 are

subscribers) and including prior art documents which describe each element (a) to (c) in the

context of the background. Also, web site 16 is sponsor 74.

FIG. 5 shows a database which contains data for multiple users 15( 1), 15(2) to 15(N)

according to an embodiment of this invention. The information for each user 15 can include the



following: general information 80 about user 15; technology categor(ies) 90(1), 90(2) to 90(N);

custom search 92; subscription status 94; and, financial information 100, including a method of

payment 102 from web site 16 to user 15 and a method of payment 104 from user 15 to web site

16. User 15 can enter the information on a registration form of web site 16 or transmit the

information to web site 16 by any transmission method.

FIGS. 6A-6D illustrate web pages for a registration form 8 1 for user 15 according

to an embodiment of this invention. The information shown in FIG. 5 is requested on form 81.

General information 80 can include, as shown in FIG. 6A, the user's full name; contact information,

including an E-mail address, postal address, telephone and facsimile; log in name; password and

a hint for refreshing user 15's memory about his log in and/or password. The full name, log in

name and password can be required in this embodiment. General information 80 is basic

information for web site 16 to establish and manage user's 15 account. In alternative embodiments,

additional, reduced or alternative information can be requested and/or required. This invention is

not limited by the quantity or type of general information 80 that is requested for user registration.

Technology categories 90 selected by user 15 are further described based on the

continuation of form 8 1 shown in FIG. 6B. User 15 is asked to select one or more technology

categories 90 in order to display a subset of all prior art requests 60 which match the selected

categories 90. An example of the categories 90 is shown in FIG. 6B and the categories can match

the technology categories 63 (described regarding FIG. 3) which can be assigned to each prior art

request 60. The categories 90 and 63 are merely examples; this invention is not limited by the

quantity or type of technology categories 90 or 63. In addition, as part of the registration form 81,

fee based services such as custom searches 92 or subscriptions 94 can be offered to user 15. These

services can enhance the efficiency of user 15 in reviewing requests 60 and increase his

opportunity to win rewards. In this embodiment, the selection of technology categories 90 is free

in order to maintain the free culture of the Internet. However, in alternative embodiments, the

selection can be fee based. For each of the fee based services 92 and 94, the form 8 1 can include

terms about activation of the service upon receipt of payment by web site 16, methods of payment

and continuation of payments to web site 16. Examples of these terms are shown in FIGS. 6B and

6C. However, the implementation of fee-based services, including relevant terms, can vary widely.



Accordingly, the terms or approaches shown in FIGS. 6B and 6C or described herein do not limit

this invention.

Custom search 92 (as shown in FIG. 6B) enables user 15 to customize his

pre-selection of prior art requests 60 for display. For example, user 15 can enter a particular search

for relevant terms or phrases (i.e., term searches) that can be applied to patents or other searchable

documents on which prior art requests 60 are based. If the search identifies patents or other

documents, prior art requests 60 corresponding to those patents or documents can be displayed to

user 15 as a subset of all prior art requests 60. An example of a fee for a term search is $25 per

month. The inventor or assignee of a patent on a prior art request 60 can also be a basis for

pre-selecting requests 60. An example of a fee for an inventor or assignee search is $ 1,000 per year.

In this embodiment, proper names of individuals, companies or other entities can be excluded

from the term search option so that term searches do not achieve the same result as the inventor or

assignee searches. The method of searching for patents based on terms, inventors or assignees is

well known to those of skill in the art and will not be described further herein. This invention is

not limited to the manner in which prior art requests 60 are displayed or pre-selected by user 15.

Also, user 15 need not set up custom search 92 or this search need not be offered by web site 16.

In alternative embodiments, other types of custom searches 92 can be offered or user 15 can have

the option of preparing his own custom searches 92, which can then be implemented by web site

16 (at a fee, for example, of $2,000 per year). The use of custom searches 92, the type of searches

92, the amount of the fees or the absence of fees for searches 92 do not limit this invention.

A subscription 94 can also be included as another fee-based service for registration,

as shown in the FIG. 6C continuation of form 8 1. Users 15 can decline a subscription 94 option in

this embodiment. User 15 who accepts subscription 94 can receive the following benefits: first,

prior art requests 60 can be sent directly to user 15 by E-mail in order to provide immediate

notification. Second, any responses 120 which user 15 submits to prior art requests 60 can be

predated for purposes of determining winning responses 120 by a predetermined time frame based

on a schedule of subscription fees. For example, for fees of $25, $50, $75 or $100 per year,

responses 120 submitted by a subscribing user 15 are predated by 1, 2, 3 or 4 weeks, respectively.

As a result, for subscribing user 15, the actual submission date of response 120 is not used to



determine winner(s). Rather, the predated submission date, called a reward submission date, is

used. The effect of subscription 94 can be illustrated as follows: suppose there are two responses

120 to a particular request 60 and each response 120 includes the same prior art, has the same

actual submission date and is otherwise the same for purposes of determining a winner. However,

one of the respondents is a subscriber at the $25 dollar level while the other respondent is not a

subscriber. For determining a winning entry, the reward submission date of the subscriber is one

week prior to the actual submission date. For the non-subscribing user 15, the actual submission

date is used to determine winner(s). Accordingly, the subscribing user 15 would win the reward.

In addition, a request by user 15 for a subscription 94 can be implemented after a predefined period

of time, for example, 3 months from receipt of payment by web site 16. This is preferable because

if subscriptions were immediately activated, a response 120 would immediately receive a predated

reward submission date. This would enable user 15 to become a subscriber 94 only when he has

valuable responsive prior art, thereby defeating the advantage for existing subscribers 94. In

alternative embodiments, the subscription 94 can take effect immediately. In further alternative

embodiments, the receipt of prior art requests 60 by E-mail can be free or cost other amounts

and/or predating responses 120 to establish reward submission dates can cost other amounts.

Further, user 15 can limit the number of requests 60 received by E-mail based on, for example, the

pre-selected technology categories 90, custom searches or other mechanisms. The use, type or

implementation of subscription 94 described and shown in FIG. 6C do not limit this invention so

that excluding subscription 94 or altering its implementation is contemplated as being within this

invention.

In addition, financial information 100 can be requested in the registration form 81

shown in FIG. 6D. The financial information 100 can be divided into a method of payment 102

from web site 16 to user 15 or a method of payment 104 from user 15 to web site 16. The payments

102 to user 15 section can further include a password request for an account established in user's

15 name on web site 16 and specific instructions for methods of payment. The payments 104 from

user 15 section can include options such as the use of checks or credit cards and information about

the selected option is requested. Methods for executing financial transactions over the Internet are

well known to those of ordinary skill in the art and are design choices for which there are various



well known approaches such that they do not limit this invention. In addition, payments 102 or 104

can be made to or from, respectively, third parties rather than web site 16.

FIG. 7 shows a database which contains responses 120(1), 120(2), 120(3) to 120(N)

to prior art request 60 according to an embodiment of this invention. Each response 120 can

include the following information: a log in for user 15 who provides response 120; a prior art

request 60 identification number 6 1 for which response 120 is submitted; the total number of prior

art references 125; and, for each prior art reference, the identification of the prior art reference 130

(also called a prior art citation), the public availability date of the prior art reference 140 and a

description of the prior art reference 150. As shown in FIG. 7, multiple prior art references (1), (2),

(3) to (N) can be included in a single response 120. For each of the prior art references included in

a single response 120, data 130, 140 and 150 can be requested. In alternative embodiments, such

information need not be included. Rather, a copy of the prior art references need only be received

by web site 16. The approaches for accepting responses 120 can vary so that the approaches

described and/or shown herein do not limit this invention.

FIGS. 8A to 8C illustrate web pages for a form 81 for response 120 according to an

embodiment of this invention. As described regarding FIG. 2, response 120 can include a first

phase 122, which provides information for each prior art reference, and a second phase 124 which

provides a full marked version of the prior art references identified in the first phase 122. The

FIGS. 8A to 8C show a response 120 example that includes three prior art references. General

information 15, 6 1 and 125 for the first phase 122 is shown in FIG. 8A; information 130,140 and

150 for each of the three prior art references is shown in FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C, respectively; and,

an indication of the status of the submission of the actual prior art documents 124 is shown in FIG

8C. The first phase submission 122 can include a user 15 section in which the user's log in name

or other user identification is requested. In alternative embodiments, various approaches to

identifying user 15 can be implemented or the identity of user 15 need not be included in form 8 1

since user 15 has already logged in and can automatically be associated with response 120. The

first phase information 122 can also include an identification number 6 1 or other reference data for

prior art request 60 for which it is submitted. In alternative embodiments, the identification

number 6 1 can be automatically based on the last request 60 viewed or it can be excluded from



form 81. Data 125 is the total number of prior art references included in response 120. Data 130,

140 and 150 can be requested in the remainder of the first phase 122 to response 120. As shown in

the FIGS. 8A to 8C, in the form for response 120, this data is requested for each prior art reference

on a single web page form 81. More particularly, for each prior art reference, this data can include

a list of information as follows: if the prior art reference is an article or other publication, the title,

author or company 130 and the public availability date or the date that the article was published or

publicly known 140 (called the "publication date" in FIGS. 8A to 8C); if the document is a patent

or patent application, the patent number and title 130, and the "issue date," "publication date" and

"filing date" 140 (which is information cited on the cover of a patent that is well known to those

skilled in the art); and, a description of "what the prior art describes" or the sections of text or

figures of the prior art reference which teach each element of request 60. In alternative

embodiments, the amount and type of information requested about prior art references can vary.

Preferably, enough information is requested to sufficiently identify each of the prior art references.

In addition, the description of what the prior art describes 150 can be requested in order to verify

that user 15 had a basis for citing the prior art reference at the time of submitting form 81. Further,

the section for a description of the prior art can be required for any document over 10 pages, for

example, a textbook, in order to avoid an unreasonable burden on the party reviewing the

responses 120 of having to analyze the entirety of a lengthy document for relevant prior art. In

alternative embodiments, identification of prior art references without an explanation of relevance

can be used to simplify the response 122. Besides the identification of each prior art reference, the

additional information requested in response 122 is not required and therefore does not limit this

invention. In alternative embodiments, the prior art reference need not even be identified but,

rather, can be submitted by transmittal to web site 16 or another transmission method.

An example of an approach for response 124 is shown in FIG. 8C. User 15 is asked

to select whether or not document(s) 124 is submitted with information 122. For example, an

electronic version of the prior art reference can be sent with responsive information 122. If a

document 124 does not accompany responsive information 122, user 15 is reminded that it must

be received within a predetermined period of time from the actual submission date (not the

predated reward submission date based on user 15 being a subscriber 94). Transmission methods



and alternative embodiments for response 120 are described regarding FIG. 2. Neither the contents

of response 120 nor the methods of transmission of information 122 or document 124 limit this

invention.

Upon the close date or the date after which responses 120 will no longer be

accepted for request 60, a closed prior art request notice 160 is posted on web site 16. FIG. 9 shows

a database which contains data for closed prior art request notices 160(1), 160(2), 160(3) to 160(N)

according to an embodiment of this invention. Notice 160 can include the following information:

prior art request 60 on which notice 160 is based; the status 162 of processing responses 120 such

as, processing receipt of information 122 or document 124 or processing winning responses 120

(multiple responses 162(1), 162(2) to 162(N) are expected); and, a notice with information about

winners 164. In an alternative embodiment, notices 160 can include this information appended to

requests 60. The amount of information in the closed notice 160 does not limit this invention and

notice 160 can be omitted from web site 16. Also, citations of the winning prior art references or

identities of winning user(s) 15 can be limited or excluded. Additional notices 160 about the use

of the information concerning request 60 and responses 120 to execute transactions can be

provided in relation to the request. Also, information about rewards can be excluded since rewards

need not be offered.

FIGS. 1OA at 1OC show flow charts of a detailed processing flow 200 for users 15

accessing web site 16 according to an embodiment of this invention. Processing flow 200

represents the posting of prior art requests 60 and procedures for users 15 to respond to requests 60

on web site 16. However, processing flow 200 is merely an example of various processing flows

that can be used to implement this invention and, therefore, does not limit this invention.

In the FIGS. 1OA to 1OC embodiment, once user 15 gains access to web site 16 (step

201), user 15 can select from a number of activities (step 202). Examples of the activities are as

follows: go to the user home page (step 204), which is only available for registered users 15;

register (step 206); view prior art requests 60 (step 208); view closed prior art request notices 160

(step 210); send response 120 to prior art request 60 (steps 212 or 212A); learn about web site 16

(step 214); contact web site 16 (step 216); and, log off (step 218). Upon accessing a user home

page through step 204, which is available after user 15 has registered, steps 204, 208', 210', 212A,



214', 216' and 2 18' are available. Upon initially accessing web site 16 through step 202, steps 204,

206, 208, 210, 212, 214, 216 and 2 18 are available. The steps marked with (') are the same as those

without it. The (') only indicates that the step was reached through the user home page.

Therefore, steps 208, 2 10, 2 14, 2 16 and 2 18 are available both for user 15 who does

not have a home page, i.e., user 15 who has not registered with web site 16, as well as user 15 with

a home page, i.e., user 15 who has registered with web site 16 and therefore has a log in and

password. This is because, in this embodiment, web site 16 supports access to prior art requests 60

and closed notices 160 by user 15 who has not registered with web site 16 in order to support the

open culture of the Internet. Requiring user 15 to register before viewing requests 60 and notices

160 could deter use of web site 16. Also, the user home page can be generic or customized. Such

customizations are well known to those of ordinary skill in the art and will not be further described

herein. In addition, in further alternative embodiments, there need not be duplicative options for

user 15 accessing web site 16 with or without accessing the user home page because a home page

need not be provided.

Processing from the user page is described as follows: access to the user home page

(step 204) can require user 15 to log in (step 220). If the log in procedure is successful, the user

home page is displayed (step 221). In the event that the user's log in fails, an error message can be

posted (not shown) and user 15 can be returned to the select activity option (step 202).

Selection of steps 208' (view open prior art requests 60) or 210' (view closed prior

art request notices 160) can trigger the same process, called the "go to display requests 60 or closed

notices 160" procedure (step 224A, as shown in FIG. 10B). This is because, in this embodiment,

prior art requests 60 are tracked by the same identification number 6 1 while they are open for

responses 120 and after they are closed. Once request 60 is closed, notice 160 can merely replace

or be appended to request 60 so that request 60 and notice 160 postings are available in a single

web page. In alternative embodiments, requests 60 and notices 160 can be displayed on separate

web pages. The display "requests 60 or closed notices 160" process is initiated (step 224A of FIG.

10B) by asking user 15 to select one of the following display options: all requests, by technology

category, assignee, inventor or custom search (step 226). Requests 60 or closed notices 160 are

then presented in the selected display format (steps 228, 230, 232 or 234). In alternative



embodiments, instead of selecting the display format in step 226, user 15 can automatically be

presented with a display format selected during registration. User 15 is then given the option of

viewing more requests 60 or closed notices 160 (step 236). If user 15 answers in the affirmative,

he is returned to step 226 to select a display format; if he answers in the negative, the process is

completed and user 15 is returned to step 224' of FIG. 1OA. Step 224' can originate from FIG. 1OA

steps 221 and steps 208' or 210' based on step 204. Also, step 224 can originate at step 202

directly through steps 208 or 210. Where step 224, 224' follows step 202 or 221, then processing

continues with step 202 or 22 1, respectively.

When step 212A is selected, the user home page includes the option of submitting

response 120 to prior art request 60. More particularly, the "go to send response 120 to request 60"

procedure is triggered (steps 240 and 240A, as shown in FIGS. 1OA and 1OC, respectively). Step

240A is initiated by asking user 15 to identify request 60 to which he is responding (step 242). The

electronic response form 8 1 can then be displayed (step 244). Then, user 15 can enter the

following information on the form: a log in name or other user identification, the relevant request

60 and the total number of prior art references for response 120 (step 246). Next, user 15 can enter

information about a single prior art reference on the form (step 248). User 15 can then be asked if

there are any more prior art references for inclusion in response 120 (step 250). If there are more

prior art references, user 15 can enter information about the next prior art reference by returning to

step 248. This process continues until information about each prior art reference is entered on the

form (steps 248 to 250). In the FIGS. 8A to 8C embodiment, information about each prior art

reference is entered on a separate web page of form 81 with the total number of web pages being

equal to the total number of prior art references. In alternative embodiments, the format of

presenting such information on web site 16 is a design choice that does not limit this invention. If

there are no more prior art references, then user 15 can submit the electronic response form 8 1 to

web site 16 (step 252). As described regarding FIGS. 8A to 8C, information about the prior art

references can be called a first phase response 122. Also, where full version marked prior art

references are required for response 120, user 15 can submit them electronically with form 8 1 (step

254). The full version marked documents are the second phase 124 of the response 120. Upon

completion of step 254, user 15 is returned to processing flow 200 step 240 or 240A of FIG. 1OA.



Step 240 can originate from FIG. 1OA step 260, while step 240A originates from 212A. Where

step 240 or 240A follows step 202 or 221, respectively, then processing continues with step 202 or

221, respectively. Step 212A varies from step 212 in that, since user 15 must be registered in order

to access the user home page, step 212A does not include a request for registration status or a

prompt of the registration process for an unregistered user 15.

User 15 can also view his records for responses 120 to prior art requests 60 (step

213) as an option from the users home page (step 221). More particularly, user 15 can view the

status of responses 120 for requests 60 or the status of rewards or other results for closed notices

160 to which user 15 has responded. The data displayed to user 15 about each request 60 to which

he has responded can include the following: prior art request 60 identification number 61; the

reward submission date of response 120 (predated based on a subscription 94 status); the actual

submission date of response 122 for purposes of determining whether response 124 is timely;

confirmations of receipt and acceptance or rejection of response phases 122 and 124; the status of

processing for selection of winners; a notice of any rewards paid to user 15; and, any information

about other winning users 15 for any prior art request 60 to which user 15 has responded, etc. In

alternative embodiments, the data displayed to user 15 can exclude any of the items mentioned

above or data need not be shown for each user 15. Upon completion of step 213, user 15 can be

returned to his home page (step 221).

The user home page (step 221) can provide three additional options: learn about

web site 16 (step 214'); contact web site 16 (step 216'); and, log off or exit web site 16 (step 218').

These features are well known to those of ordinary skill in the art and will not be discussed further

herein. Upon completion of step 214' or216', user 15 can be returned to his home page (step 221).

Further, user 15 can exit web site 16 by selecting step 218'.

From the select an activity step 202, user 15 can select any of steps 206, 208, 210,

212, 214, 216 or 218 in addition to the user home page step 204. Steps 208, 210, 214, 216, and 218

have been described above based on their selection from the user home page (step 221). Their

selection from step 202 triggers the same processing flow as from step 221 . However, upon

completion of each step 206, 208, 210, 212, 214, 216 or 218 originating from the select activity

step 202, user 15 can be returned to the select activity step 202.



In this embodiment, steps 206 and 212 are available only from step 202. Step 206

is a registration option which triggers a registration process, including registering for the first time

or changing registration data (steps 260, 209 and 2 11). The registration process can include

displaying the registration form shown in FIGS. 6A to 6D in which user 15 can enter or change

registration data. In alternative embodiments, other registration approaches, including alternative

displays or procedures, are design choices known to those of ordinary skill in the art so that the

approach described herein does not limit this invention.

For step 212 processing, user 15 is first asked whether he is registered (step 260).

In the event that user 15 is registered, the go to send a response 120 procedure is triggered (step

240). This procedure has been described above based on its selection from the user's home page

(step 212A). In the event that user 15 answers in the negative to the step 260 question, then user

15 is notified that he must register in order to submit response 120 and he is directed to the

registration process. Once user 15 has completed the registration process or sent a response 120

process (step 240), he is returned to the select activity step 202. In alternative embodiments, user

15 need not be registered in order to submit responses 120.

FIGS. 1IA to 1IB show flow charts of detailed processing flows 300 and 400 for

web site 16. FIG. 1IA shows the processing flow 300 for a single response 120 to a single prior

art request 60. FIG. 1IB shows the processing flow 400 for closing request 60 and posting the

results. Processing is initiated (step 301) by posting a single prior art request 60 on web site 16

(step 302). An exemplary posting is shown in FIG. 4 . After posting request 60, it is available for

display to multiple users 15 of web site 16. As an alternative the request 60 may be sent to

registered users, e.g., by e-mail. Computer 20 (operating based on a processor 22 under the control

of a program) which supports web site 16 then monitors data entered by such users 15 for a

submission of a response 120 to request 60 (step 306). In this embodiment, user 15, administrators

or other employees of web site 16 enter the data described in FIGS. 1IA and 1IB. For example,

web site 16 employees can enter data from response 120, including phases 122 and/or 124 received

by mail, facsimile or other transmission method. In addition, web site 16 employees can make

entries as to the accuracy and completeness of response 120 based on their manual review of the

phases 122 and/or 124 of response 120. In further alternative embodiments, web site 16 can



include software to evaluate the accuracy and completeness of response 120.

The processing initiated by receipt of data for a single response 120 to request 60 is

now described. The same processing can occur for each response 120(1) to 120(N). Computer 20

first determines whether response 120 data is received (step 306). Response 120 data can be either

general information (i.e., the first phase 122 of the response, shown in FIGS. 8A to 8C) or full

version marked prior art references (i.e., the second phase 124 of the response 120, shown in FIG.

8C). Computer 20 then determines whether response 120 data is for a first phase 122 (step 308).

If the answer to the question in step 308 is negative, then response 120 data is for a second phase

124 of the response. In this case, computer 20 initiates processing of step 3 12, as described below.

Alternatively, computer 20 can be notified that the prior art 124 has been transmitted based on the

receipt of a "yes" response to the portion 124 of form 120 (shown in FIG. 8C) or a separate data

entry by a web site 16 employee based on receipt by a transmission method outside web site 16,

such as by facsimile, hand delivery, postal mail, etc. The method of determining the type of

response 120 data does not limit this invention.

If response 120 data is for the first phase 122 based on an affirmative answer to the

question in step 308, then computer 20 determines whether information 122 has an actual

submission date which is on or before the closed date 70 (step 314). If the answer to the question

in step 314 is negative, then user 15 is notified that response information 122 is not to be accepted

because it is after the closed date 70 for acceptance of responses 120 to request 60 (step 316). The

receipt of a late response of prior art can be returned unread; or it can be used without a fee being

paid. In the event that the late response includes good prior art, than it can be kept and a fee be paid,

even that it is late. If the answer to the question in step 3 14 is affirmative, then computer 20

determines whether user 15 who submitted the response 122 is a subscriber (step 318). If user 15

is a subscriber, then the submission date for response 122 for purposes of winning a reward is

automatically predated based on the subscription level and recorded as the reward submission date

(step 320). Where a subscriber submits after the actual close date, but upon applying the users'

reward submission date. If so, the system may chose to treat the submission as timely. Where user

15 is not a subscriber or upon completion of step 320, computer 20 records the current date as the

actual submission date for response 122 for purposes of determining whether response 124 is



timely (step 322). Computer 20 then notifies user 15 (for example, by e-mail and/or posting a

notice to user 15 on web site 16) that response 122 has been accepted and notifies user 15 of the

applicable reward and actual submission dates (step 324). In this embodiment, a review of

information 122 for accuracy and completeness is not performed at this time because the full

version marked prior art references have not yet been received, so a final comparison cannot be

performed. In alternative embodiments, a review of responsive information 122 can be performed

at this time for any discernible errors.

Further processing at step 312 is triggered by any one of three events. First,

processing step 312 can be triggered by a negative answer to the question in step 308 so that the

response 120 data 122is for a marked prior art submission 124. Receipt by web site 16 of prior art

124 can include electronic full version marked prior art references or entry of data by an employee

of web site 16 to indicate that response 124 has been received, such as by facsimile, postal mail, etc.

Second, step 312 can also be triggered by completion of step 324. In this way, when both phases

122 and 124 are received by web site 16 at the same time, prior art 124 is processed after the

completion of the processing of the information 122. Third, step 312 can also be triggered on a

daily basis for each responsive information form 122 that has been received in order to determine

whether corresponding prior art 124 has been received within the predetermined period of time

from the actual submission date. However, this daily execution of step 3 12 can be discontinued

after either step 330 or 334 has been executed, i.e., either the time period has lapsed (step 330) or

prior art 124 has been received (step 334). For example, in one embodiment as shown in FIG. 8C,

the predetermined period of time is 14 days. Therefore, the prior art 124 must be received by web

site 16 within 14 days of the actual submission date in order for response 124 to be timely received

and, therefore, accepted by web site 16. In an alternative embodiment, responsive information 122

can be deemed to be a complete response 120. In this case, web site 16 employees can obtain

copies of the prior art references cited in responsive information 122. Also, in this case, there

would be no need for further processing as shown in step 312 et seq. for timely receipt of full

version marked prior art references.

In one embodiment in which 14 days is used as the predetermined period of time by

which prior art 124 must be received after the actual submission date of responsive information



122, step 312 includes comparing the current date to the actual submission date of information 122.

Computer 20 then determines whether the current date is greater than 14 days from the actual

submission date (step 326). If the answer to the question in step 326 is affirmative, then the time

frame in which to receive response 124 has passed. Computer 20 then determines whether the

corresponding prior art 124 has been received (step 328). Receipt of prior art 124 in this

embodiment means receipt by web site 16 of the full version marked prior art references in contrast

to merely a notification that such documents have been sent. In an alternative embodiment, a

notification can be sufficient for response 120 to be accepted. If full marked versions have been

received after the 14-day period, computer 20 notifies user 15 that response 120 is rejected because

full version marked prior art references were received after the 14 day period (step 330). On the

other hand, where prior art 124 has not been received, web site 16 notifies user 15 that response

120 is rejected because the full version marked prior art references have not been received within

the 14-day period (step 332). If the answer to the question in step 326 is negative, then the 14 day

time period in which to receive response 124 has not lapsed. Computer 20 then determines

whether prior art 124 has been received (step 333). If the prior art 124 has not been received, then

the processing flow 300 is returned to step 312 for processing the next day. In this way, the loop

of steps 312, 326 and 333 will continue until response 124 is received or the predetermined time

period in which web site 16 must receive prior art 124 lapses. Where the answer to the question in

step 333 is affirmative, then computer 20 pauses until web site 16 employees enter data about the

accuracy and completeness of phases 122 and 124 (step 334). In this embodiment, the analysis to

generate data for step 334 is performed by web site 16 employees or a third party sponsor because

it requires a case-by-case study of responses 122 and 124. In alternative embodiments, computer

20 can include software for processing a portion of or the complete analysis. Computer 20 then

determines whether phases 122 and 124 are accurate and complete based on the data entered in step

334 (step 336). If the answer to the question in step 336 is affirmative, then computer 20 notifies

user 15 that response 120 is accurate and complete and is therefore eligible for a reward (step 338).

If the answer to the question in step 336 is negative, then computer 20 notifies user 15 that

response 120 based on phases 122 and/or 124 is inaccurate and/or incomplete and user 15 is

therefore not eligible for a reward (step 340). If response 120 is rejected, computer 20 can then



delete response 120. Execution of any of steps 316, 330, 332, 338 or 342 ends the processing flow

300 (step 343).

FIG. 1IB illustrates the processing flow 400 for closing request 60 and posting a

closed request notice 160 about the status and results, including winner(s) of request 60. At the

same time as computer 20 processes flow 300, computer 20 also monitors the current date (for

example, on a daily basis) in order to trigger processing flow 400 the day after the closed date for

request 60. Computer 20 initiates processing 400 (step 401) by determining whether the current

date is on or after the close date 70 (step 402). If the answer to the step 404 question is negative,

then web site 16 returns to processing step 402. This establishes a loop that can be executed on a

daily basis. If the answer to the question in step 404 is affirmative, then web site 16 posts a closed

request notice 160, which can include request 60, a statement that no more responses will be

received and that responses 120 are being processed (step 406). Computer 20 can then remove

prior art request 60 from being posting on web site 16 (step 408).

Computer 20 then processes the reward by comparing the current date to the reward

date (step 4 10) in order to determine whether the current date is before the reward date (step 412).

If the answer to the question in step 412 is negative, then computer 20 returns to processing step

410. This establishes a loop that can be executed on a daily basis until the current date is the

reward date. If the answer to the question in step 412 is affirmative, then computer 20 can receive

data identifying the winner(s) of request 60 (step 414). Computer 20 can then notify the winning

user(s) 15 of their winning status (step 416) and update the closed request notice 160 to include

information about the reward, winner(s) and winning response 120 based on permission from the

winner(s) and sponsoring party to post such information (step 418). Processing flow 400 is

completed upon execution by computer 20 of step 4 18 (step 420).

The concept of posting a request also can be combined with an investment strategy

to execute an investment based on the information acquired through the search request results and

subsequently analyzed. The investment can derive from an anticipated change in the valuation of

a financial instrument to which the acquired information is relevant. The type of request and

information sought can be determined based on the highest probability that the outcome and/or

acquired information, whether maintained privately or publicly disclosed, will impact the



valuation of the related financial instrument. The timing and type of investment can be effected by

the timing of the request posting, analysis of submissions to win the reward or fee (as in a finder's

fee search), determination of a winner and/or disclosure of a winner and/or acquired information

on a limited basis, such as for example in a transaction to sell any information related to the

requests to at least one third party or to sell the announcement of any related information to a news

service such as Bloomberg or Reuters, or publicly, such as for example, by posting any related

information on the web site. In an alternative embodiment, an investment strategy can be executed

based on a prediction of market impact upon announcement of the request itself, such as for

example, in the same manner that an announcement of patent litigation impacts market value as the

patent scope is going to be tested. Over time, the web site will become the standard rating system

for high profile patents, statistics of invalidating patents can be applied to make such prediction.

Any disclosure described in this application or embodied by the invention described herein would

be made in accordance with any and all relevant U.S. or foreign statutes including, e.g., by also

disclosing the request, the fee, investment strategy and/or investment or any other information in

order to fully comply with any and all applicable laws.

One or more investments can be executed or information about the requests can be

sold for transactions by third parties (including financial or auction third party transactions or any

other purpose) at any number of points in the request process, such as, e.g., before or after the

request is posted, during the evaluation of submissions, after the evaluation of submissions, after

determining a winner, after declaring the winner (privately or publicly) and/or disclosing the

outcome and/or the winning evidence to the public. There are numerous types of investments that

can be implemented depending on the subject matter of the request, type of information sought,

timing of the request and relevance of the information to a financial instrument etc. Such

investments can include equity or bond purchases, derivative investments and options, including

puts, calls, long or short sales and/or any other investments through which a profit can be realized

by acting on the information acquired through the request and either maintaining the request

outcome and/or acquired information privately or disclosing it on a limited basis or publicly. A

limited or public disclosure can be made, e.g., by contact with at least one third party investor, a

newsletter or a press release or announcements on the web site etc. The scope of this invention is



not limited to the investments identified herein but rather includes any investment that can yield a

profit based on combining information from a request and an investment. The types of disclosure

described herein also do not limit the scope of this invention.

In an embodiment, a request is posted to acquire prior art for a patent involved in

litigation in which the valuation of a financial instrument, e.g., an equity, can be impacted if prior

art is found. A winner results so that the poster has prior art. An investment is executed based on

an anticipated devaluation of the equity upon a limited or public disclosure of the request outcome

and/or the prior art. After the disclosure, the investment is completed to realize a profit. More

particularly, where a request is posted for prior art to invalidate a patent, a related equity is owned

by the assignee, inventor or current owner of the patent (hereinafter, assignee/inventor) and there

is a winner, the request poster can anticipate that the value of the equity will decline. As a result,

the poster can purchase put options or enter into short sales or purchase any other investment to

profit from the limited or public disclosure of the winning outcome and/or evidence. Additional

investments derived from the same request can also be executed as part of the investment strategy.

For example, another targeted equity can be that owned by a competitor of the assignee/inventor

so that the value of the competitor's equity can increase based on a finding that the patent is invalid.

Accordingly, the investment strategy can include executing alternate investments (e.g., where the

effect on the valuation of the competitor's equity is likely to be greater than on the

assignee/inventor's equity), multiple investments (e.g., investing in both the assignee/inventor's

and competitor's equities) and/or varying investments for a single equity (e.g., for different

disclosures during the request process, such as an initial disclosure of the request outcome

followed by a subsequent disclosure of the winning evidence or for different time frames such as

short and long term expectations of equity valuation changes). The poster as used herein of a

given request can include the administrator of the system of the present invention or any recipient

of the acquired information, such as a party who pays to post the request, etc.; the identity of the

poster does not limit the scope of this invention.

In another embodiment, a request can be posted to acquire prior art for a patent

involved in litigation in which the valuation of an equity can be impacted if the prior art is found

and the request outcome and any prior art are maintained privately. A winner results so the poster



has prior art. An investment is made which anticipates that the equity will be devalued based on

a finding in the litigation that the patent is invalid. The poster maintains the outcome of the posting

as a secret and awaits the litigation finding of invalidity. The investment is then completed to

realize a profit. This investment strategy does not include an announcement of a winner. Instead,

the poster can implement requests that do not involve the disclosure of the outcome of the posting,

i.e., whether there is a winner, but rather winners and rewards can be privately managed (and can

be conditioned upon a private transaction between the poster and the winner, including contracting

with the winner to maintain confidentiality) and the acquired information can be privately held by

the poster. Alternatively, the investment strategy can include a public announcement of a winner

without public dissemination of the winning information.

In addition, in other embodiments, the investment strategy can be based on a

determination that there is no winner. As the process becomes the established method of acquiring

categories of information (e.g., prior art of evidence of validity, infringement or non-infringement

of patents, trademarks or copyrights etc.), failure to find the information through a request posting

can render its existence less likely. For example, where the subject matter of a request is to invalid

a patent, failure to acquire prior art can support an argument that the validity of the patent is

legitimized or strengthened. Therefore, a profit can be realized by executing an investment based

on this non-winning request outcome and either maintaining the outcome privately or disclosing

the outcome on a limited basis or publicly. In addition, all of the investment strategies applied to

finding prior art in response to a request and investment strategies generally can be applied to this

scenario. In alternative embodiments, a request can be posted to acquire information for

infringement or non-infringement of a patent or any other type of information for a patent,

trademark or copyright, or other subject matter for which a determination is made that the

acquisition of such acquired information and/or the limited or public disclosure of the request

outcome and/or such information can form the basis for an investment strategy. In one

embodiment, for a request to identify whether a patent is infringed, submissions can include

information that an infringing device or method does not infringe because it is covered by a prior

art patent or the submissions can include a non-infringement or infringement analysis which can

be judged by the poster as to whether it meets the legal standards or any other method which will



provide information for the issue of infringement or other subject matter. In another embodiment,

a request regarding patent validity also can include the evaluation of a legal opinion. Such other

subject matter can include other legal, research, financial, political issues etc., or any sought after

information attainable through a request for such information.

The identification of the request and/or investment subject matter can be made

according to an analysis of the potential profit for an investment based on the relationship of the

request subject matter to the valuation of the relevant financial instrument(s), e.g., equity(ies).

This invention includes identifying the subject matter of a request posting and a related financial

instrument that will support a profitable investment strategy. For example, a patent can be

described in public forums such as market analyst reports, company reporting or can be determined

by analysis, etc. to be related to the assignee/inventor's company in such a manner that patent

validity or infringement impacts the valuation of the assignee/inventor's equity or competitors'

equities. Therefore, any investments, investment strategies or models, etc. derived from

combining a request with an investment strategy also are inventive and accordingly are within the

scope of this invention. Generally therefore, the identification, pricing and timing of one or more

investments for one or more equities or other financial instruments relevant to the request subject

matter, or models to implement such investments derived from the combination of a request and an

investment strategy, are inventive and therefore within the scope of this invention. Therefore,

there are numerous variations on the combination of a request posting with an investment strategy

based on the acquisition of information and/or outcome of the request whether privately held or

disclosed on a limited basis or publicly. All such variations are within the scope of this invention.

In one embodiment, the fee structure for the request can include a percentage of

profit based on the investment strategy or any transaction from which value is derived from the

request or response(s) or any information about the outcome. In which case, the fee can be

adjusted after the additional value for the transaction is realized so that the fee or reward can

change during or even after the close of the request, this variable component and its

implementation (for example, with updates about increase to the reward during the request

processing) can be disclosed on the web site and/or as part of individual requests to which it is

relevant.



A request can be combined with an auction process. The request submissions

and/or results can be auctioned as a separate process from the request by implementing a request

for information and then auctioning the results. This can be done on an individual basis or a group

can be formed of one or more requests for which an auction process is implemented, whether or not

there is a statement regarding an individual request or for a group about the implementation of an

auction. In one embodiment, the requests for information do not include a description of an

auction. Whether or not to auction the results is decided as a separate consideration from the

request offering to those responding to the request. In another embodiment, the request offering

includes a statement that there is an auction associated with the request. In another embodiment,

an auction process can be described as part of the general process for request postings that are

conducted for each request offering on an individual or group basis.

The timing and/or subject matter of auctions offer numerous variations for the

auction process. In one embodiment, the submissions of those who provided information in

response to the request can be auctioned at any number of one or more times during the request

process, e.g., after a period of time for initial submissions or a predetermined or ad hoc period of

time during submissions, at the close of the request process, before a winner is announced and/or

after a winner is announced. The results can include all submissions, selected responses (e.g., a

predetermined number or ad hoc number of the most relevant submissions or submissions selected

by the party who posted the request which may or may not be the same as the service provider of

the request) and/or the winning submission(s) for the request. If the auction occurs before an

announcement of whether there is a winner, the bidders in the auction process do not know whether

there is a winner of the request. In this case, the subject matter of the auction can include the

private disclosure to the winning bidder of whether there is a winner and/or the winning

submission in contrast to the collection of submissions without an identification of a winner. In

another embodiment, where the request submissions are auctioned before the announcement of the

outcome, a condition of the auction can be that the winning bidder determine whether there is a

winner of the request and can further include the following variations: the winning auction bidder

can pay the fee associated with the request or the person who posted the request, . Alternatively the

service provider and/or auctioneer can pay the fee to the winner, and the winning auction bidder



can determine whether to publicly announce the winner or to maintain the information privately.

As a result, part of the auction subject matter can be control over the request, its submissions and

outcome, who determines the results and whether to publicly announce the outcome, as well as

whether the winning auction bidder, request poster, request service provider and/or auctioneer pay

for the request reward. In this manner for example, the owner of a high profile patent or its

competitors has an incentive to purchase through auction the subject matter of the request process

itself in order to control the request, including the public dissemination of the outcome.

The combination of the auction and request processes can impact the request

reward. In an embodiment, the request reward can include, in its entirety or as a component, a

portion or the entirety of the profit from an auction, an investment or any transaction which derives

value from the request, or any information about the request, response(s), sources of response(s),

outcome or any information which is common to both the request and a transaction. The reward

can be a percentage of the auction profit, e.g., one hundred percent or any percentage of the auction

profit, a fixed or variable percentage of the auction profit, the profit minus a commission for the

host of the auction or other third party such as the source of the request, a variable percentage

depending on various tiers of profitability of the auction, such as a percentage over a fixed amount

of profit from the auction, a percentage of a capped profit from an auction. As used herein, the

phrase "an auction profit percentage" encompasses any amount or percentage of the profit from an

auction as described herein or an amount of money related to the profit from an auction. The

reward can also include a base fixed amount in addition to an auction profit percentage or a

minimum fixed amount where the auction may not yield an expected profit alone or in combination

with the above described variations. The particular type, component or amount of the reward

based on the auction profit or auction profit percentage does not limit the scope of this invention.

The auction can be a multi-tiered process timed to correspond to stages in the

request process, for example, any one or more of the following stages: upon announcement of the

request, upon the close of receipt of responses to the request, upon preliminary assessment of the

responses with or without providing information about the preliminary assessment, upon

completion of assessment of the responses with or without providing information about the

completed assessment, prior to announcing the outcome or whether there is a winner or after



announcing the outcome or whether there is a winner. In this manner, there can be several auctions

for the same request. The number of auction tiers can be predetermined and announced as part of

the request, separately as part of an overall process for the requests generally or can be determined

on an ad hoc basis and announced accordingly. Once again, for high profile patents, purchase of

a request at earlier stage auctions can be desirable to control the outcome of the request. There can

be one auction at any of the stages or there can be multiple tiers for two or more stages, for example,

a first tier upon announcement of the request and a final tier at announcement of the outcome

including an announcement of a request winner. In another embodiment, the first tier can occur

upon a preliminary assessment of the response received prior to the close date of the request with

or without reporting of the results, a second tier can be upon completion of the request without an

announcement of the outcome and the final tier can occur upon announcement of the outcome,

including whether or not there is a winner. The type, timing or number of tiers of the auction does

not limit the scope of this invention.

Where there are multiple tiers, the winning auction bidder can apply the winning

bid or a percentage or multiple greater than the winning bid to subsequent tiers so interested

bidders have an incentive to propose the earliest winning auction bid. In addition, where non-final

tiers of a multi-tier auction occur before the announcement of the outcome and/or winner, the

part(ies) related to the request and/or auction have the insurance of an auction profit regardless of

the outcome of the request. As the efficacy of the request model is proven over time, a mere

announcement of a request can produce an auction bidding contest in a preliminary stage with the

winning bidder in the tiers prior to the final tier being given multiples of the original bid to apply

to subsequent auctions.

In an alternative embodiment, a single auction can occur prior to the outcome

determination of the request, for example, upon announcement of the request or at any time, and

the winning auction bidder later can receive the responses with or without the disclosure to the

winning auction bidder and/or third parties of the outcome (including whether or not there is a

winner).

In another alternative embodiment for a multi-tier auction, there can be three tiers

timed when an auction can occur at various stages in the request process. For example, in one



embodiment, the first tier can be upon an announcement of the request, the second tier can be upon

an announcement of a completed assessment including the number of responses received and the

number of the responses which are relevant without disclosure of whether or not there is a winner,

and the third tier can be upon an announcement of whether or not there is a winner. In this

embodiment, the winning auction bid or a multiple of such bid from the first tier can be applied to

a subsequent tier or all tiers. The multiple of the non-final auction winning bid can be, for example,

the winning auction bid amount plus a percentage of the winning amount (e.g., if the winning bid

is $100,000, then the value added amount for subsequent tiers can be $100,000 plus a fixed or

variable amount of the winning bid, such as, 10%, 50% or 100% resulting in, for example, values

of $110,000, $150,000 or $200,000, respectively). In an alternative embodiment, the value added

amount of the winning bid can be determined based on the competing auction bids so that the total

subsequent tier value of an earlier auction bid can be increased (or in an alternative embodiment,

decreased to encourage the winning bidder to increase his winning bid from his closest

competitor's amount) the closer other auction bidders came to the winning amount. For example,

where the winning preliminary auction bid is $100,000, the calculation of the value added bid for

subsequent auctions can be $100,000 plus the percentage of $100,000 represented by the losing

competing bidders. In this example, if the highest competing bidder is $80,000, then the

value-added auction bid for subsequent tiers can be $180,000 so competing bidders in subsequent

tiers will have to bid more than $180,000 to prevail over the winning preliminary auction bid.

There are numerous ways to structure the value-added application of preliminary-tier winning

auction bids, this invention is not limited by the particular structure. Another embodiment of the

invention is the auction of potentially obtainable information before it is known if the information

exists, which can also be referred to as a finder's fee search. A finder's fee search allows the

market to value the information. The auction-winning amount can be a component of the finder's

fee search amount or can define it entirely (e.g., if the auction is executed before the outcome of the

search, the winning amount can be a portion or the entirety of the search fee).

In an embodiment there is a single auction upon an announcement of a request for

the information. E.g., information x is sought within a predetermined time frame and the auction

is for a bid for the information if it is found.



In another embodiment there are two auctions: There can be a first auction upon an

announcement of a request for the information. The winning bidder than gets a percentage

increase of the winning bid to apply to the second and final auction, which can occur upon

determination of whether the information was found. For example, if the winning bid is $100, it

can be increased by 100% or be valued at $200 for the second and final auction. The winning

bidder can be required to pay a fee to the auctioneer, e.g., the winning bidder has to pay the $100

even if nothing is found or some percentage of $100 (10%, 20%, 50% etc.)

In still another embodiment there are more than two auctions. Additional auctions

can be added with the wining bidder in each auction prior to the final getting percentage increases

of his/her bid for application to subsequent auctions. The series of auctions can occur at key times

along the finder's fee search process: e.g., upon announcement, after some time where there is an

announcement of the number of submissions received so far, after more submissions are received,

after all submissions are received (submissions can be rated generally as relevant, within the

technology area, highly relevant) with a reporting of the number of submissions in each category

and upon announcement of whether there is a winner.

In another embodiment the bids are sophisticated. There are two components to

bids in multiple auctions. If there are two auctions, one upon announcement and one upon the

outcome announcement, the auction bids at announcement of the finder's fee search have an X and

Y component. X is the amount the winning bidder will pay regardless of whether the information

is found. Y is an additional amount that is then used in a formula to determine the increased bid for

the final auction. If the formula is 2X + (X+Y) (where x must be at least l/2y), then the auction

bidder adjusts the numbers to maximize his bid. This formula allows the auctioneer a guaranteed

profit whether or not the information is found. Any formula can be used to provide for multiple

components so the bidder can maximize the premium applied to his winning bid for future auctions

and the auctioneer can be guaranteed a return on the auction prior to determining whether the

information is available.

In another embodiment there is an auction of only results of the finders fee search,

from determining whether there is a winner to keeping the winner and all submissions, with no

requirement that they be made public.



In another embodiment there is an auctions for the winning bidder to act as a

subscriber under the consulting service part of the business. So instead of being a subscriber for

all finder's fee searches, the winner is a subscriber for a particular auctioned off search and gets

notice in advance of the public (alternatively, in advance of the public but after the subscribers, or

in advance of the subscribers).

In another embodiment there is an auctions for the subscribers so that one of the

subscribers to the consulting service can get further advance notice of a particular request ahead of

the other subscribers.

As described in the above embodiments of the combination of a request with an

auction, both the request process and the auction process can be enhanced by such combination. In

the initial instance, the request posting can drive the auction as the creation of auctionable subject

matter. However, the auction process also then can drive the request based on, for example, the

particular embodiments described herein, the incentives of purchasing the outcome early at a

discount and purchasing control over the request outcome and its public dissemination. In addition,

to the extent that a portion of the request reward is based on the auction, an increase in auction bid

amounts at various tiers will provide further incentive for request searchers to provide submissions

for the request offering. Also, in a business venture where the provider of request postings and

auctioneer are the same, the problem of relying on third parties to provide subject matter for

requests and/or auctions is replaced with self-generating subject matter for both because the

auction profit can pay in whole or in part the request reward. As a result, the number of requests

for information and auctions can be determined as an autonomous business decision and the costs

of attracting third parties for request offerings and/or auctions can be eliminated. In an alternative

embodiment, the request and auction offerings can be from a combination of autonomous business

decisions and third party offerings. With the self-generation of requests and incentives provided by

the combination of requests and auctions, including variations on the type and timing of the

auctions and multi-tier auctions, the quantity of requests and auctions can be maximized, thereby

drawing more participants to the request/auction than if the request/auction postings were

dependent alone upon third party initiation. The number of participants providing submissions in

response to the requests and bids in the auction process directly impacts the profitability of the



request/auction.

As the efficacy of the request approach is proven over time, a mere announcement

of a request can produce an auction-bidding contest on the outcome. As a result, profits from the

request/auction combination of structures can be realized as early as an announcement of a request.

For requests in which a technology sector is surveyed, the auction can be for the results without

there being a winner of the request and the auction bidder can select a predetermined or ad hoc

number of the most relevant submissions to the request for division of the auction bid amount (or

percentage of that amount with the remainder of the amount being paid as a commission to the

request poster/auctioneer) and the request information searchers can be required to pay an entrance

fee to minimize request searchers dumping their files in response to the request. In addition, an

auction can occur with some review of the responses by the request poster/auctioneer so that some

evaluation of the value of the responses is given. Then, a winner can get the auction amount

(minus commissions) or the auction amount (minus commissions) can be paid to a predetermined

or ad hoc number of request searchers who provide the most relevant submissions, so that the

request searchers know that even if their information is not the most relevant, the provision of

highly relevant information by another requested information searcher can provide them with

profits. In alternative embodiments, an entrance fee can be charged to request searchers regardless

of the subject matter of the request to increase the profit base for the request searcher.

In addition, as noted above, a request can be combined with an investment strategy.

The addition of an auction component does not impact the request/investment strategy

combination so that in an embodiment, a business model can include all three components, i.e., a

request combined with both an investment strategy and an auction for particular requests, as part

of the request offering or determined on an individual basis for individual requests or groups of

requests. Incorporating the investment strategy in some or all of the request/auction combinations

can further develop interested request searchers and auction bidders given the additional

profitability potential of an investment component. For example, the winning auction bidder can

participate in the investment strategy (subject to any and all relevant laws) or a portion of the

auction subject matter can be a percentage of the investment strategy profit. In alternative

embodiments, the investment strategy execution can be related to the timing of the auction or the



two components can be independent of one another. In further alternative embodiments, the

auction results prior to the execution of the investment strategy can impact the investment strategy

by providing data about the interest in the subject matter of the request for information. The

combination of one or both of an investment strategy and/or an auction with one or more requests

for information does not limit the scope of this invention. On the other hand, the synergies of

combining requests with auctions and/or investment strategies can increase the profitability of the

request/auction business model by providing additional opportunities and incentives for request

searchers and auction bidders to participate and, as a result, providing more notoriety to facilitate

the profitability of the investment strategy. The requests can include searches for prior art,

infringement or surveys of the technology in a given field (for example, with the winning request

submission(s) being those that provide the most relevant information). Additional variations on

request offerings are not limited to the embodiments disclosed herein such as request/auction and

request/auction/investment strategy combinations. The combination of investment strategy and/or

auction structures is not limited by the type of request offering.

Figs. 12A, 12B, 13, 14A, 14B, 15A and 15B show flow charts of one embodiment

of the detailed processing flows for the web site for the combination of one or both of investment

strategies and/or auctions. Multiple and varied investment strategies and auctions are illustrated in

these figures. However, these figures represent one embodiment and do not limit the scope of the

invention.

Figs. 12A and 12B show the general processing for combining a request 60 for

information with one or more transactions based on the value of the request 60 or response(s) 120

received in response to the request 60. The process of Fig. 12A is triggered (step 500) by an

announcement of a request 60 (step 502). The processing of step A in Fig. 12B is then triggered

(step 510). A decision step is executed by computer 20 based on input from a web site user (all

decision steps as described herein are executed by a user of website 16 or an individual with access

to the host or sponsor of the request system) as to whether the transaction is based on the value of

information concerning a request 60 (step 5 11). If the answer is yes, then a decision is entered as

to whether the reward includes a percentage of the value (step 512). If the answer is yes, then the

reward information is updated (step 514), if the answer is no, then processing is returned to Fig.



12A. After step 514, a decision is entered as to whether to add the updated reward information to

the request 60 announcement. If the answer is yes, then the updated reward information is

announced (step 518), if the answer is no, then the processing is returned to Fig. 12A.

Returning to Fig. 12A, a response is processed (step 550). Step A of Fig. 12B is

then repeated (step 510). Upon return to Fig. 12A, step B in Fig. 12B is processed (step 560). Step

B in Fig. 12B is a decision step as to whether the transaction is based on the value of information

concerning at least one response (step 562). If the answer is yes, then processing continues to step

512 (as described above). If the answer is no, then processing is returned to Fig. 12A.

Returning to Fig. 12A, the response is then analyzed (step 600). After which, steps

A and B are repeated (steps 510 and 560, respectively in Fig. 12B respectively). Returning to Fig.

12A, a determination is made as to whether the request 60 is closed, for example, the end date for

the receipt of responses 120 has occurred and no more responses can be received (step 610). After

which, steps A and B are repeated (steps 510 and 560, respectively in Fig. 12B respectively).

Returning to Fig. 12A, the responses 120 are analyzed (step 620). After which, steps A and B are

repeated (steps 510 and 560, respectively in Fig. 12B respectively). Returning to Fig. 12A, step

C is executed, which triggers a repeat of steps A and B (steps 510 and 560, respectively in Fig. 12B

respectively). Returning to Fig. 12A, an announcement is made about the request, such as for

example, it is completed and the responses are have been analyzed, or some preliminary data about

the responses and whether or not there is a potential of invalidating the subject patent (step 640).

After which, steps A and B are repeated (steps 510 and 560, respectively in Fig. 12B respectively).

Returning to Fig. 12A, a further announcement is made with information about at least one

response, including for example, more information about the outcome, the value of any response,

information about whether there is a winner, one or more invalidating prior art references, the

identification of a winner or winning one or more parts of, or the whole of, at least one response

120 or information derived from at least one response, etc. (step 650). After which, steps A and

B are repeated (steps 510 and 560, respectively in Fig. 12B respectively). Processing of this

embodiment ends after the return to Fig. 12A processing.

The process of Fig. 13 adds a step before the announcement of a request (step 800).

Otherwise, it is the same processing as Fig. 12A with steps 800, 820, 830, 840, 850, 860, 870



being the same as the processing described for steps 500, 550, 600, 610, 620, 640, 650,

respectively. The additional step in Fig. 13, step 510 executed before step 800 repeats the

processing of step A in Fig. 12B or the processing of a transaction made before the announcement

by web site 16 of the request 60.

Figs. 14A and 14B show an embodiment combining an investment strategy with a

request 60. Figs. 15A and 15B show an embodiment combining an auction strategy with a request.

The steps of Figs. 14A, 14B and 15A and 15B can be for combining any given request 60 with a

financial transaction so that both investment and auction transactions can be executed in

combination or sequentially or as determined based on the success of either component. For

example, a successful auction upon announcement of a request 60 can demonstrate the interest for

investors in the outcome of the request 60, increasing the probability that a prediction about market

value after the announcement of the request 60 outcome will be realized, and similarly an

investment profit will be realized. Also, if an investment profit is realized, and that information is

made public, then the value of the responses 120 to the request 60 (even those non-winning

responses) can increase, making an auction optimal to generate additional revenue for the searchers

who respond to the request 60 and the web site 16 or other host. In addition, any increase in reward

for the request 60 based on a revenue percentage of transactions, such as investments or auctions,

will increase the incentive for searchers to identify relevant prior art, thereby increasing the

research methodology. These components enrich one another. Any combination, any order or any

absence of one component (e.g., auction or investment) as an overall strategy or for a given request

that optimizes revenue streams for the web site 16 or host, or searchers who respond to requests,

can be pursued and is within the scope of this invention. Further, in some embodiments, the

reward need have only a fixed monetary amounts and the investment and auction component

revenues can apply to the revenues of the web site 16 or host. In a further embodiment, all

searchers who have won a finder's fee search over a period of time can participate in a percentage

of profits of the web site 16 or host. In this manner, even where rewards are a fixed monetary

amount, they can be fixed at a high enough amount to provide incentive to searchers, and searchers

can be provided with revenue streams from the company or solely the fixed monetary rewards.

Fig. 14A begins (step 900) with an announcement of a request 60 (step 902).



Response(s) are then processed (step 910), followed by an outcome being determined (step 920).

In step 930, a potential investment is analyzed and then a decision is made as to whether to execute

an investment (step 940). If the answer is yes, then an investment is executed (step 950). If the

answer is no, then processing continues with a determination as to whether to sell information

related to the request 60 or response(s) 120 (step 960). If the answer is yes, then the information is

distributed (step 970, and a percentage of the revenue stream can be added to the reward, not

shown). If the answer is no, then there is an announcement of information related to the request 60

or response(s) 120 (step 980) and processing then continues to step D (step 990). In step 1000, the

investment outcome is analyzed. A determination is then made as to whether a reward should

include a percentage of the value of the investment (step 1012). If the answer is no, then

processing is returned and ended. If the answer is yes, then the reward information is updated (step

1014). A determination is then made as to whether to add the updated reward information to the

request 60 announcement (step 1016). If the answer is yes, then the updated reward information is

announced (step 1018). If the answer is no, then processing is returned and ended.

Fig. 14B adds steps 1102, 1110 and 1120 prior to step 1125. Step 1125 is the same

as processing step 902 in Fig. 14A. The remaining steps in Fig. 14B, i.e., steps 1130, 1140, 1150,

1160, 1170, 1180, 1190 and 1200 are the same as Fig. 14A 902, 910, 920, 930, 940, 950, 960, 970

and 980 respectively. Fig. 14B steps 1102, 1110 and 1120 also are the same as Fig. 14A steps 930,

940 and 950, respectively. The description of all equivalent steps has been provided for Fig. 14A

above. However, steps 1102, 1110 and 1120 occur before the announcement of a request 60 (step

1125) in the event that a prediction can be made that the announcement of a request 60 itself will

have a market impact so that an investment should be executed prior to ) such announcement of a

request 60, (or just upon, just after or after a period of time from the announcement, to ensure full

compliance with all U.S. and international legal and professional standards for finance, law etc.,

not shown.

Fig. 15A shows the processing of one or multiple auctions for a single request. It is

triggered (step 1300) by the announcement of a request 60 (step 1302). Processing is then executed

as Step E and a determination is made as to whether there is an auction opportunity (step 1380). If

the answer is no, then processing is returned. If the answer is yes, then the subject matter of the



auction is determined (step 1390). In one embodiment, the subject matter of an auction can be that

the winning bidder participates in any investment related to information about the request 60 or

response(s) 120. The processing then continues with a determination of whether the auction is

multi-tier (step 1400), the auction is announced (step 1410) and processed (step 1420). A question

is then addressed as to whether the auction is multi-tier (step 1430). If the answer is yes, then the

enhanced bid value for the next tier of the auction is processed (step 1440). If the answer is no,

then information about the auction is announced (step 1450). Processing is then triggered for Step

F in Fig. 15B. Step F in Fig. 15B includes: a question as to whether the reward includes a

percentage of the value of the auction (step 1512). If the answer is no, then processing is returned

and ended. If the answer is yes, then the reward information is updated (step 1514). A

determination is then made as to whether to add the updated reward information to the request 60

announcement (step 1516). If the answer is no, then processing is returned and ended. If the

answer is yes, then the updated reward information is announced (step 1518). Processing is then

returned and ended.

While there has been described herein the principle of the invention, it is to be

clearly understood to those skilled in the art that this description is made only by way of example

and not as a limitation to the scope of the invention. Accordingly, it is intended, by the appended

claims, to cover all modifications of the invention that fall within the true spirit and scope of the

invention.



What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing a monetized value of information, said method comprising

the steps of:

a. displaying on a computer network for access by a plurality of information

providers,

i. an information request, and

ii. a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to said information

request, wherein said compensation comprises a variable

component;

b. receiving at least one response from at least one of said information

providers;

c. reviewing said at least one response to form a conclusion, said conclusion

comprising whether said information responsive to said information request

has been provided;

d. executing a financial transaction, wherein said financial transaction

comprises trading a financial instrument;

e . displaying said conclusion or information describing said conclusion on

said computer network;

f . realizing profit from said financial transaction; and

g. determining and providing said compensation for said at least one of said

information providers, wherein said variable component is determined



based on said profit from said financial transaction, thereby providing said

monetized value of said information.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein said variable component is a percentage

of said profit.

3 . The method according to claim 1, wherein said compensation further comprises a

fixed component.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein said fixed component is a minimum

payment.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein said at least one response comprises the

identification of one or more prior art references and said information request is for prior art to at

least one patent or patent application.

6 . The method according to claim 5, wherein said conclusion is that a patent is valid

or invalid or a patent application is patentable or unpatentable over said one or more prior art

references or said one or more prior art references in combination with another prior art reference.

7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising said profit being triggered by

said conclusion or information describing said conclusion.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein said financial transaction comprises the

purchase of a security, the sale of a security, the purchase of a security on a public exchange, the

sale of a security on a public exchange, the execution of a trade on a private market, the execution

of a trade on a public market, the execution of a trade of a financial instrument, the purchase, sale

or exercise of a stock option, a trade of derivative products or a trade of a security on a public



exchange.

9 . The method according to claim 1, wherein (d) occurs before (e), (e) occurs before

(d) or (d) occurs generally at the same time as (e).

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is at least one prior art reference to at least one patent or patent application.

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein said at least one response comprises

evidence of patent infringement and said information request is for evidence of infringement of at

least one patent.

12 . The method according to claim 11, wherein said information request is a request for

information is that a patent is or is not infringed.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein said at least one response comprises one

or more industry surveys or surveys of technologies.

14. The method according to claim 1, wherein said conclusion is that a patent is valid

or invalid, and further wherein, said patent is owned by a entity holding securities which are

publicly traded, and said financial transaction comprises the purchase or sale of stock or options in

the securities of said entity or in a competitor of said entity, wherein said competitor holds

securities which are publicly traded.

15. The method according to claim 1, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is relevant to whether at least one patent is valid or invalid or at least one

patent application is patentable or unpatentable, and further wherein, said patent is owned by a

entity holding securities which are publicly traded, and said financial transaction comprises the



purchase or sale of stock or options in the securities of said entity or in a competitor of said entity,

wherein said competitor holds securities which are publicly traded.

16 . The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of providing said compensation

comprises describing to at least one person the dollar amount of said compensation, transmitting

the dollar amount of said compensation, displaying over said computer network the dollar amount

of said compensation or displaying over said computer network a description of said

compensation.

17. The method according to claim 1, wherein if said at least one response which is said

information responsive to said information request is received from two of said plurality of

information providers, then said compensation further comprising being determined based on one

of the two information providers who submitted said at least one response first.

18. The method according to claim 1, wherein if said information responsive to said

information request is provided by a combination of at least two responses from two different

information providers, then said compensation further comprising being determined based on

splitting the compensation between said at least two information providers or apportioning a

percentage to each of said at least two information providers based on the relevant contribution of

each of said two responses to said information responsive to said information request.

19. The method according to claim 1, wherein said compensation is further based on

income from selling said information responsive to said information request.

20. The method according to claim 1, wherein said compensation is further based on an

auction of one, all, some or only non-winning responses, an auction of the right to receive



advanced notice of whether said information responsive to said information request has been

received or an auction of ownership of said information request including the determination of

whether said information responsive to said information request has been received.

2 1. The method according to claim 20, wherein said auction is completed and a highest

bid is determined prior to announcing whether said information responsive to said information

request has been received and wherein, said highest bid is received whether or not said information

responsive to said information request is received.

22. The method according to claim 1, wherein said information request is a request for

information as to a portion or a whole of a set of patent claims.

23. The method according to claim 1, wherein said information request is a request for

information as to a description or illustration derived from a portion or whole of at least one patent

or patent application.

24. The method according to claim 1, wherein said information providers are limited to

subscribers to an organization carrying out the method.

25. The method according to claim 24, further including the step of providing a reward

to a person who refers the most subscribers to the organization in a given period of time.

26. The method according to claim 24, further including the step of providing a reward

to any number of people who refer a predetermined number of subscribers to the organization.

27. The method according to claim 1 wherein said information request is a request for

information about the ownership and coverage of at least one patent or patent application in a

particular field of technology, industry and/or relevant to a company and/or its competitors.



28. The method according to claim 1, wherein said information request is a request for

subject matter for another information request and wherein, the selection of said financial

transaction being based on at least in part information responsive to said another information

request.

29. A method for providing a monetized value of information, said method comprising

the steps of:

a . displaying on a computer network for access by a plurality of information

providers,

i . an information request, and

ii. a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to said information

request;

b. auctioning to a plurality of auction participants a right to receive said

information responsive to said information request or advanced notice of

said information responsive to said information request if said information

responsive to said information request is received, wherein said auctioning

results in a highest bid that has been submitted by a highest bidder and

wherein said auction participants are notified that said information

responsive to said information request may not be received;

c. after (b), providing said highest bidder with said information responsive to

said information request or an indication of whether said information



responsive to said information request was received; and

d. determining the amount of said compensation, wherein said compensation

is determined at least in part based on the highest bid and providing the

amount to at least one person, thereby providing said monetized value of

said information.

30. The method according to claim 29, wherein said information request is for prior art

to at least one patent or patent application.

31. The method according to claim 29, wherein said information request is that at least

one patent is valid or invalid or at least one patent application is patentable or unpatentable over

said one prior art reference, at least two prior art references or one or more prior art references in

combination with at least one other prior art reference.

32. The method according to claim 29, wherein the step of providing said

compensation comprises describing to at least one person the dollar amount of said compensation,

transmitting the dollar amount of said compensation, displaying over said computer network the

dollar amount of said compensation or displaying over said computer network a description of the

dollar amount of said compensation.

33. An information exchange, comprising:

a. an information request, wherein said information request is displayed over

a computer network; and

b. an auction element, wherein said auction element is configured to conduct

an auction among a plurality of auction participants for the receipt or



advanced notice of information responsive to said information request or a

description of said information responsive to said information request and

to receive a highest bid prior to informing said auction participants whether

said information responsive to said information request has been received

by the information exchange.

34. The method according to claim 33, wherein said information request is for prior art

to at least one patent or patent application.

35. The method according to claim 33, wherein said information request is that at least

one patent is valid or invalid or at least one patent application is patentable or unpatentable over

said one prior art reference, at least two prior art references or one prior art reference in

combination with at least one other prior art reference.

36. A system for providing a monetized value of information, said system comprising:

a . an information request module, wherein said information request module is

configured to display over a computer network a request for information

and a description of compensation for information responsive to said

information request, wherein said compensation comprises a variable

component;

b. a receipt of information module, wherein said receipt of information

module is configured to receive a description of at least one response to said

information request;

c. a display module, wherein said display module is configured to display over



said computer network, a description of whether said information

responsive to said information request has been received;

d. a compensation display module, wherein said compensation display module

is configured to provide said compensation over said computer network,

said compensation comprising at least in part a profit made on a financial

transaction that comprises trading a financial instrument; and

e. a central processing unit, wherein said central processing unit is operably

coupled to said information request module, said receipt of information

module, said display module and said compensation display module.

37. The system according to claim 36, wherein said variable component comprises a

percentage of said profit.

38. The system according to claim 36, wherein said compensation further comprises a

fixed component.

39. The system according to^lamτ 3oTivherein said fixed component is a minimum

payment.

40. The system according to claim 36, wherein said at least one response comprises the

identification of one or more prior art references and said information request is for prior art to at

least one patent or patent application.

4 1. The system according to claim 36, wherein said financial transaction comprises the

purchase of a security, the sale of a security, the purchase of a security on a public exchange, the

sale of a security on a public exchange, the execution of a trade on a private market, the execution



of a trade on a public market, the execution of a trade of a financial instrument, the purchase, sale

or exercise of a stock option, a trade of derivative products or a trade of a security on a public

exchange..

42. The system according to claim 36, wherein said at least one response comprises

evidence of patent infringement and said information request is for evidence of infringement of at

least one patent.

43. The system according to claim 42, wherein said information request is a request for

information that a patent is or is not infringed or a survey of one or more industries or technologies.

44. The system according to claim 36, wherein said profit being based on at least in part

said display by said display module of whether said information responsive to said information

request has been received.

45. The system according to claim 36, wherein said conclusion is that a patent is valid

or invalid, and further wherein, said patent is owned by a entity holding securities which are

publicly traded, and said financial transaction comprises the purchase or sale of stock or options in

the securities of said entity or in a competitor of said entity, wherein said competitor holds

securities which are publicly traded.

46. The system according to claim 36, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is relevant to whether at least one patent is valid or invalid or at least one

patent application is patentable or unpatentable, and further wherein, said patent is owned by a

entity holding securities which are publicly traded, and said financial transaction comprises the

purchase or sale of stock or options in the securities of said entity or in a competitor of said entity,



wherein said competitor holds securities which are publicly traded.

47. The system according to claim 36, wherein said compensation display module

provides said compensation by describing to at least one person the dollar amount of said

compensation, transmitting the dollar amount of said compensation, displaying over said computer

network the dollar amount of said compensation or displaying over said computer network a

description said compensation.

48. The system according to claim 36, wherein if said at least one response which is

said information responsive to said information request is received from two of said plurality of

information providers, then said compensation further comprising being determined based on one

of the two information providers who submitted said at least one response first.

49. The system according to claim 36, wherein if said information responsive to said

information request is provided by a combination of at least two responses from two different

information providers, then said compensation further comprising being determined based on

splitting the compensation between said at least two information providers or apportioning a

percentage to each of said at least two information providers based on the relevant contribution of

said two responses to said information responsive to said information request.

50. The system according to claim 36, wherein said compensation is further based on

income from selling said information responsive to said information request.

5 1. The system according to claim 36, wherein said compensation is further based on

an auction of one, all, some or only non-winning responses, an auction of the right to receive

advanced notice of whether said information responsive to said information request has been



received or an auction of ownership of said information request including the determination of

whether said information responsive to said information request has been received.

52. The system according to claim 51, wherein said auction is completed and a highest

bid is determined prior to announcing whether said information responsive to said information

request has been received and wherein, said highest bid is requested for payment whether or not

said information responsive to said information request is received.

53. The system according to claim 36, wherein said information request is a request for

information as to a portion or a whole of a set of patent claims.

54. The system according to claim 36, wherein said information request is a request for

information as to a description or illustration derived from a portion or whole of at least one patent

or patent application.

55. The system according to claim 36 wherein said information request is a request for

information about the ownership and coverage of at least one patent or patent application in a

particular field of technology, industry and/or company and/or its competitors.

56. The system according to claim 36, wherein said information request is a request for

subject matter for another information request and wherein, the selection of said financial

transaction being based on at least in part information responsive to said another information

request.

57. A system for providing a monetized value of information, said system comprising:

a . an information request module, wherein said information request module is

configured to display over a computer network a request for information



and a description of compensation for information responsive to said

information request;

b. an auction module, wherein said auction module is configured to permit a

plurality of information seekers to bid during a bidding process on a right to

gain exclusive access or first access to said information responsive to said

information request if said information is received, wherein said auction

module permits a plurality of bidders to submit bids and the bid with the

greatest value is the highest bid, and wherein until completion of the

bidding process, the auction module does not disclose whether said

information responsive to said information request has been received;

c. a receipt of information module, wherein said receipt of information

module is configured to receive a description of at least one response to said

information request;

d. a display module, wherein said display module is configured to display over

said computer network a description of whether said information responsive

to said information request has been received; and

e . a central processing unit, wherein said central processing unit is operably

coupled to said information request module, said auction module, said

receipt of information module and said display module.

58. A method of monetizing the value of information, comprising:

a. uploading a request for information and a description of compensation to a



server, wherein said compensation comprises a variable component;

b. displaying said request for information and description of compensation

over a network, wherein said request for information and description of

compensation are accessible through a user interface;

c. receiving an electronic file from at least one information provider, wherein

said electronic file comprises a description of at least one response to said

information request and is submitted through said user interface;

d. executing a financial transaction, wherein said financial transaction

comprises trading a financial instrument;

e . displaying on said network whether said information responsive to said

information request was received or a description of said information

responsive to said information request;

f . calculating profit based on said financial transaction; and

g. determining and providing the compensation for said at least one of said

information providers, wherein said variable component is determined

based on said profit from said financial transaction, thereby providing said

monetized value of said information.

59. A method for providing a monetized value of information, said method comprising:

a. uploading a request for information and a description of compensation to a

server;

b. displaying said request for information and a description of compensation



over a network, wherein said request for information and a description of

compensation are accessible through a user interface;

c. auctioning to a plurality of auction participants a right to receive said

information responsive to said information request if said information is

received or a plurality of responses to said information request if said

plurality of responses is received, wherein said auction results in a highest

bid that has been submitted by a highest bidder;

d . if said information responsive to said information request has been received,

displaying on said network a notice indicating that said information

responsive to said information request has been received and if said

information responsive to said information request has not been received

then displaying a notice indicating that it has not been received; and

e . displaying said highest bid on said network, thereby providing the

monetized value of said information responsive to said information request.

60. A method for providing a monetized value of information, said method comprising

the steps of:

a. displaying on a computer network for access by a plurality of information

providers,

i . an information request, and

ii. a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to said information



request;

b. executing a first auction and a second auction for a plurality of first auction

participants and a plurality of second auction participants, wherein said first

auction participants are instructed that said information responsive to said

information request may not be received, wherein said first auction results

in a first auction highest bid that has been submitted by a first auction

highest bidder, wherein said first auction is for the right to apply a multiple

of said first auction highest bid to said second auction, wherein said second

auction is for the right to receive said information responsive to said

information request or a description of said information responsive to said

information request;

c. if said information responsive to said information request has been received,

executing said second auction for said second auction participants, wherein

said second auction results in a second auction highest bid, wherein if said

second auction highest bid is less than said multiple of said first auction

highest bid, then said first auction highest bid becomes said second auction

highest bid; and

d . if said information responsive to said information request has not been

received, requesting from said first auction highest bidder said first auction

highest bid, thereby providing a minimum monetized value of said

information.



61. The method according to claim 60, wherein said multiple is a 10% increase, a 20%

increase, a 30% increase, a 40% increase, a 50% increase, a 60% increase, a 70% increase, 80%

increase, a 90% increase, a 100% increase, an increase greater than 100%, an increase of between

1% and 200%, said first auction highest bid plus a percentage of said first auction highest bid or the

increase is a function of the amount of said first auction highest bid or the amount of a closest bid

provided by a competitive bidder in said first auction.

62. The method according to claim 60, further including the step of receiving from said

first auction highest bidder a bid in said second auction which exceeds said multiple of said first

auction highest bid.

63 . A system for providing a monetized value of information, said system comprising:

a . an information request module, wherein said information request module is

configured to display over a computer network a request for information

and a description of compensation for information responsive to said

information request;

b. a first auction module, where said first auction module is configured to

permit a plurality of first auction participants to participate in said first

auction, wherein said first auction participants are instructed that

information responsive to said information request may not be received,

wherein said first auction results in a first auction highest bid that has been

submitted by a first auction highest bidder, wherein said first auction is for

the right to apply a multiple of said first auction highest bid to a second



auction;

c . a receipt of information module, wherein said receipt of information

module is configured to receive a description of at least one response to said

information request;

d . a display module, wherein said display module is configured to display over

said computer network a description of whether said information responsive

to said information request has been received;

e . a second auction module, wherein if said information responsive to said

information request has been received, said second auction module is

configured to permit a plurality of second auction participants to participate

in said second auction, wherein said second auction is for the right to

receive said information responsive to said information request or a

description of said information responsive to said information request,

wherein said second auction results in a second auction highest bid, wherein

if said second auction highest bid is less than said multiple of said first

auction highest bid, then said first auction highest bid becomes said second

auction highest bid;

f . a request for payment module, wherein if said information responsive to

said information request has not been received, said request for payment

module is configured to request from said first auction highest bidder said

first auction highest bid, thereby providing a minimum monetized value of



said information; and

g. a central processing unit, wherein said central processing unit is operably

coupled to said information request module, said first auction module, said

receipt of information module, said display module, said second auction

module and said request for payment module.

64. The method according to claim 63, wherein said multiple is a 10% increase, a 20%

increase, a 30% increase, a 40% increase, a 50% increase, a 60% increase, a 70% increase, 80%

increase, a 90% increase, a 100% increase, an increase greater than 100%, an increase of between

1% and 200%, said first auction highest bid plus a percentage of said first auction highest bid or the

increase is a function of the amount of said first auction highest bid or the amount of a closest bid

provided by a competitive bidder in said first auction.

65. The system according to claim 63, wherein said second auction module is further

configured to receive additional bids from said one of said plurality of bidders who provided said

first auction highest bid.

66. An information exchange, comprising:

a . an information request, wherein said information request is displayed over

a computer network; and

b. an auction element, wherein said auction element is configured to conduct

an auction among a plurality of auction participants for the right to own said

information request and to receive a highest bid prior to notifying said

auction participants whether said information responsive to said



information request has been received, wherein an auction participant who

presents said highest bid amount is granted exclusive access or first access

to said information responsive to said information request in the event that

said information responsive to said information request is received.

67. The method according to claim 66, wherein said information request is for prior art

to at least one patent or patent application.

68. The method according to claim 66, wherein said information request is that a patent

is valid or invalid over said one prior art reference, at least two prior art references or one prior art

reference in combination with at least one other prior art reference.

69. The method according to claim 66 wherein said right to own said information

request comprises controlling whether to provide a description over said computer network of

whether information responsive to said information request is received.

70. A method for providing a monetized value of information, said method comprising

the steps of:

a. executing a financial transaction, wherein said financial transaction

comprises trading a financial instrument;

b. displaying on a computer network for access by a plurality of information

providers,

i . an information request, and

ii. a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to said information



request; and

c. realizing profit from said financial transaction, thereby providing said

monetized value of information responsive to said information request.

71. The method according to claim 70, wherein said financial transaction comprises the

purchase of a security, the sale of a security, the purchase of a security on a public exchange, the

sale of a security on a public exchange, the execution of a trade on a private market, the execution

of a trade on a public market, the execution of a trade of a financial instrument, the purchase, sale

or exercise of a stock option, a trade of derivative products or a trade of a security on a public

exchange.

72. The method according to claim 70, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is at least one prior art reference to at least one patent or patent application.

73. The method according to claim 70, wherein said infoπnation responsive to said

information request is relevant to whether at least one patent is valid or invalid, and further wherein,

said patent is owned by a entity holding securities which are publicly traded, and said financial

transaction comprises the purchase or sale of stock or options in the securities of said entity.

74. The method according to claim 70, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is relevant to whether at least one patent is valid or invalid, and said financial

transaction comprises the purchase or sale of stock or options in a competitor of said patent holder,

wherein said competitor holds securities which are publicly traded.

75. A system for providing a monetized value of information, said system comprising:

a . a trade execution module, wherein said trade execution module is



configured to provide an instruction to execute a financial transaction,

wherein said financial transaction comprises trading a financial instrument;

b. an information request module, wherein said information request module is

configured to display over a computer network a request for information

and a description of compensation for information responsive to said

information request;

c. a trade recordation module, wherein said trade recordation module is

configured to store realizing profit from said financial transaction; and

d. a central processing unit, wherein said central processing unit is operably

coupled to said trade execution module, said information request module

and said trade completion module.

76. The system according to claim 75, wherein said financial transaction comprises the

purchase of a security, the sale of a security, the purchase of a security on a public exchange, the

sale of a security on a public exchange, the execution of a trade on a private market, the execution

of a trade on a public market, the execution of a trade of a financial instrument, the purchase, sale

or exercise of a stock option, a trade of derivative products or a trade of a security on a public

exchange.

77. The system according to claim 75, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is at least one prior art reference to at least one patent or patent application.

78. The system according to claim 75, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is relevant to whether at least one patent is valid or invalid, and further wherein,



said patent or said patent application is owned by a entity holding securities which are publicly

traded, and said financial transaction comprises the purchase or sale of stock or options in the

securities of said entity.

79. The system according to claim 75, wherein said information responsive to said

information request is relevant to whether at least one patent is valid or invalid, and said financial

transaction comprises the purchase or sale of stock or options in a competitor of said patent holder,

wherein said competitor holds securities which are publicly traded.

80. The method of claim 1 wherein said financial transaction is selected based on at

least in part the use of said conclusion or information describing said conclusion.

81. The system of claim 36 wherein said financial transaction is selected based on at

least in part said information responsive to said information request.

82. The method of claim 1 wherein said information provider who provides said

information responsive to said information request transmits said information responsive to said

information request by postal mail or a transmission through another computer network or in

person.

83. The system of claim 36 wherein said information provider who provides said

information responsive to said information request transmits said information responsive to said

information request by postal mail or a transmission through another computer network or in

person.

84. The method of claim 1 wherein said information provider who provides said

information communicates with a host of said information request by telephone or using another



electronic form than the computer network to provide said information responsive to said

information request.

85. The system of claim 36 wherein said information provider who provides said

information communicates with a host of said information request by telephone or using another

electronic form than the computer network to provide said information requested in response to

said information request.

86. The method of claim 60 further comprising the step of receiving said first auction

highest bid when said information responsive to said information request is not received.

87. The method of claim 60 wherein said information request is for at least one prior art

reference which is relevant to the validity or invalidity of a patent and wherein said description of

said information responsive to said information request comprises whether at least one prior art

reference invalidates a patent.

88. The system of claim 63 wherein said wherein said information request is for at least

one prior art reference which is relevant to the validity or invalidity of a patent and wherein said

description of said information responsive to said information request comprises whether at least

one prior art reference invalidates a patent.

89. The method of claim 60 wherein said compensation is based on at least in part said

first auction highest bid or said second auction highest bid.

90. The system of claim 63 wherein said compensation is based on at least in part said

first auction highest bid or said second auction highest bid.

9 1. A method for providing a monetized value of information, said method comprising



the steps of:

a. displaying on a computer network for access by a plurality of information

providers,

i . an information request, wherein said information request is a request

to identify subject matter for another information request, said

subject matter comprising at least one patent which is relevant to the

market capitalization of a publicly traded entity, and

ii. a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to said information

request.

92. A system for providing a monetized value of information, said system comprising:

a. an information request module, wherein said information request module is

configured to display over a computer network a request for information

and a description of compensation for information responsive to said

information request, wherein said compensation has a variable component,

wherein said information request is a request to identify subject matter for

another information request, wherein said subject matter comprises at least

one patent with a commercial value which has relevance to the market

capitalization of a publicly traded entity;

b. a compensation display module, wherein if said information responsive to

said information request is received, said compensation display module is



configured to provide said compensation over said computer network, said

compensation comprising at least in part a profit made on a financial

transaction that comprises trading a financial instrument of said publicly

traded entity or a competitor of said publicly traded entity; and

c. a central processing unit, wherein said central processing unit is operably

coupled to said information request module and said compensation display

module.

93. A method for providing a monetized value of information, said method comprising

the steps of:

a . displaying on a computer network for access by a plurality of information

providers,

i . a plurality of first information requests, wherein each said first

information requests are for at least one prior art reference relevant

to the validity or invalidity of at least one patent, and

ii. a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to at least one of

said first information requests; and

iii. a second information request, wherein said second information

request is a request to identify subject matter for posting a new one

of said first information requests on said computer network, wherein

said subject matter comprises at least one patent owned by a publicly



held entity wherein a legal opinion of invalidity of said patent has

relevance to the value of the securities of said publicly held entity,

and

iv. a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to said second

information request.

94. A system for providing a monetized value of information, said system comprising:

a. an information request module, wherein said information request module is

configured to display over a computer network to a plurality of information

providers a plurality of first information requests, wherein each said first

information requests are for at least one prior art reference relevant to the

validity or invalidity of at least one patent;

b. a compensation display module, wherein if said information responsive to

one of said first information requests is received, said compensation display

module is configured to provide a description of compensation for at least

one of said information providers who provides information responsive to

said one of said first information requests;

c. wherein said information request module being further configured to

display a second information request, wherein said second information

request is a request to identify subject matter for posting a new one of said

first information requests on said computer network, wherein said subject



matter comprises at least one patent owned by a publicly held entity wherein

a legal opinion of invalidity of said patent has relevance to the value of the

securities of said publicly held entity,

d. wherein said compensation display module being further configured to

display a description of compensation for at least one of said information

providers who provides information responsive to said second information

request; and

e. a central processing unit, wherein said central processing unit is operably

coupled to said information request module and said compensation display

module.

95. The method of claim 91, wherein said compensation comprises at least in part a

profit made on a financial transaction that comprises trading a financial instrument of said publicly

traded entity or a competitor of said publicly traded entity.

96. The method of claim 93, wherein said compensation comprises at least in part a

profit made on a financial transaction that comprises trading a financial instrument of said publicly

traded entity or a competitor of said publicly traded entity

97. The system of claim 94, wherein said compensation comprises at least in part a

profit made on a financial transaction that comprises trading a financial instrument of said publicly

traded entity or a competitor of said publicly traded entity
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