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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, Grorcz MARLETT
Boopy, a subject of the King of Great Brit-
ain and Ireland, residing at London, Eng-
land, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Life- Saving Appliancesy

and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. ' :

This invention relates to life-saving jack-
ets, swimming appliances and the like of the
kind wherein the jacket or the like is pro-
vided with front and rear buoyant com-
partments whereby- the wearer will auto-
matically assume a position with the face
supported well above the surface of the
water.

This invention is particularly applicable
to that type of device described in United
States Patent No. 1,028,433 and British
specification No. 18,475/1912, wherein the
front and rear buoyant compartments are so
proportioned as to cause .the wearer auto-
matically to assume a rearwardly inclined
position face uppermost, with the head sup-
ported well above the surface of the water.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a device which will be efficient in
use and extremely simple and cheap of con-
struction and it is such that it can be ap-
plied without difficulty to persons and chil-
dren of all ages and sizes.

A device according to the present inven-
tion ¢omprises one or more front buoyant
compartments, one or more rear buoyant
compartments connected together in such

* manner that an opening is provided between
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them whereby the device may be placed over
the head of the wearer, means being pro-
vided whereby the size of said opening may
be adjusted as required so that the portion
surrounding the neck of the wearer can be
drawn up or otherwise made to fit any size
of neck with a certain desirable closeness.
In order to attain this end I prefer to pro-
vide the front portion of the jacket with se-
curing tapes, cords or the like which pass
through loops on the device over the wearer’s
shoulders and thence through loops or the
like upon the rear portion of the device, the
free ends of the said tapes or cords being
adapted to be brought from the back por-
tion around the sides of the person and fas-

tened to or over the front portion, the ar-
rangement being such that by drawing back
the tapes or the like before fastening same
the front and rear compartments are drawn
well up around the wearer’s neck causing
them to fit with a certain degree of closeness
whether the device has been applied to an
adult or to a child. '

_Another important feature of my inven-
tion is the provision, when required, of a
buoyant compartment at the lower part of
the front of the jacket which compartment
is attached to the front of the jacket by a
flexible strip so that when in use this lower
buoyant compartment will be turned up-
wardly about said flexible strip and serve to
increase the buoyant effect of the device..

The accompanying drawings serve to illus-

trate by way of example, two constructions

of device according to the present invention.
_Figure 1 is a view of one form of the de-
vice secured upon a wearer. Fig. 2is a view

“in plan showing the inside of the device

llustrated upon a4 wearer. Fig. 3 shows an-
other formi of the device secured in position
upon a wearer. Iig. 4 is a plan view of the
device shown in Fig. 8 showing the inside
thereof,

Referring to the drawings the device is
constructed by securing together at their
edges two elongated lengths of suitable fab-
ric in such manner that three pockets or
conipartments d, b, ¢ are formed, the com-
partment a being disposed at one end, the
middle compartment & being connected to
the compartment ¢ by a flexible strip of
fabric d and the compartment ¢ being dis-
posed at the other end. An elongated open-
g ¢ is formed between the compartments &
and ¢ the said opening having rounded ends
é* ¢ which extend into the compartments b
and ¢ respectively. ’

. Upon each side of the opening ¢ is a flexi-
ble portion. f adapted to lie over the shoul-
ders of the wearer. - The compartments o, b
and ¢ are stuffed with a buoyant material

such as kapok to form buoyant pads.

Secured near each edge and to the flexible
strip d and pad b (see Fig. 2) are two tapes
g ¢ each of which passes through a loop g*-
extending across the parts f and partway
across. the pads & and ¢, the said tapes
emerging from the ends of said loops 4s
shown. The tapes g are secured to the flexi-
ble strip & and to the pad & but from thence
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to the ends of the loops ¢! they run freely
therein so that when the device is placed
over the head of the wearer as shown in
Figs. 1 and 8 with the pads ¢ and b in front
and the pad ¢ behind, if the tapes g are
drawn downwardly the pad ¢ and the pad b
will be drawn together until the rounded
end portions ¢* ¢* of the elongated opening e
are drawn into sufficiently close contact with
the neck of the wearer. The ends of the
tapes g are then brought around the wearer’s
sides as shown in-Figs. 1 and 8 and secured
across the front portion ¢ of the device thus
Ieaving the pad « free to move up and down.

Referring to Figs. 3 and 4 in this con-
struction the pads ¢ and % are each divided
vertically into two parts thus giving a
greater flexibility and allowing the wearer
to move with greater freedom. Where de-
sirable there may be more than one division
so that each of the pads e and & may be
divided into several parts. In this con-
struction the tapes ¢ are secured as before to
the parts d and & and they pass through
loops g* from the pad & and are subsequently
passed through loops g2 and ¢3 situated re-
spectively on the parts f and ¢. An addi-
tional tape % may be provided upon the
front of the portion ¢ which tape may when
required be passed around the body of the
wearer and its ends secured together. A de-
vice constructed in this manner is secured

upon the wearer in the same way as is de-

scribed with reference to Figs. 1 and 2.

In constructing devices according to this
invention I may so proportion the amount
of kapok in the front and rear compartments
that the wearer will automatically assume in
the water a rearwardly inclined position
with his face well clear of the surface of the
water, and this action may be assisted by
the pad a, for supposing a person to fall in
the water in a forwardly inclined position
the pad @ upon reaching the water will be
turned upwardly upon the part d and thus
having a tendency to turn the person upon
his back or into the required position.

What T claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:—

1. A life saving appliance comprising
buoyant compartments, flexible 'shoulder
pieces having their ends secured to the said
compartments and forming with them a neck
opening, guide loops on the lower surfaces
of the said parts, and flexible connections
or draw-strings secured at one end to the
lower part of one compartment and passing
through the guide loops across the shoulder
pieces and the other compartment and hav-
Ing free end portions adapted to be drawn
upon to pucker the shoulder pieces and
thereby shorten the neck opening and draw
the adjacent ends of the compartments up-
wardly against the neck of the wearer, said
free end portions also providing a means
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for securing the opposite and lower end por-
tions of the compartments against his body.

2. A life-saving appliance comprising at
least one front buoyant compartment, and at
least one rear buoyant compartment con-
nected together in such manner that an open-
ing is provided between them whereby the
device may be placed over the head of the
wearer, means being provided comprising
flexible members attached to the device at
the inside of the front buoyant compartment
passing through loops disposed near the
edges of the device and passing over the
wearer’s shoulders, whereby the said com-
partments may be drawn together so that
the size of the said opening may be adjusted
as required and the portion surrounding the
neck of the wearer can be made to fit any
size of neck with a certain desirable close-
ness.

3. A life saving appliance comprising at
least one front buoyant compartment, and
at least one rear buoyant compartment con-
nected together in such manner that a longi-
tudinally arranged elongated opening hav-
ing ends which project one into the front
and one into the rear buoyant compartment
is provided between them whereby the de-
vice may be placed over the head of the
wearer, means being provided comprising
flexible members attached to the device at
the inside of the front buoyant compart-
ments passing through loops disposed at the
edges of the device, and passing over the
wearer’s shoulders whereby the said com-
partments may be drawn together so that
the size of the said opening may be adjusted
as required and the portion surrounding the
neck of the wearér can be made to fit any
size of neck with a certain desirable close-
ness.

4. A life saving appliance comprising an
upper front buoyant compartment and a
lower front buoyant compartment hinged to-
gether, and at least one rear buoyant com-
partment connected together in such manner
that an opening is provided between them
whereby the device may be placed over the
head of the wearer, means being provided
comprising flexible members attached to the
device passing through loops thereon and
passing over the wearer’s shoulders, whereby
the said compartments may be drawn to-
gether so that the size of said opening may
be adjusted as required and the portion sur-
rounding the neck of the wearer can be made
to fit any size of neck with a certain de-
sirable closeness.

5. A life-saving appliance comprising an
upper front buoyant compartment and a
lower front buoyant compartment hinged to-
gether, and at least one rear buoyant com-
partment connected togetber in such manner

‘that a longitudinally arranged elongated

opening having ends which project one into
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the front and one into the rear buoyant com-
partments is provided between them where-
by the device may be placed over the head
of the wearer, means being provided com-
prising flexible members attached to the
device passing through loops thereon and
passing over the wearer’s shoulders, where-
by the said compartments may be drawn to-
gether so that the size of the said opening
may be adjusted as required and the portion
surrounding the neck of the wearer can be
made to fit any size of neck with a certain
desirable closeness.

6. A life-saving appliance comprising at
least one front buoyant compartment di-
vided into at least two portions longitudi-
nally and at least one rear buoyant com-
partment connected together in such manner

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
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that an opening is provided between them
whereby the device may be placed over the
head of the wearer, means being provided
comprising flexible members attached to the
device passing through loops thereon and
passing over the wearer’s shoulders, where-
by the said compartments may be drawn to-
gether so that the size of said opening may
be adjusted as required and the portion sur-
rounding the neck of the wearer can be made
to fit any size of neck with a certain desir-
able closeness. : :
In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses. :
GEORGE MARLETT BODDY.
Witnesses:
G. V. Symzs,
H. L. Kine.

Washington, D. C.”
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