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Application filed April 17,

This invention relates generally to lingerie
clasps or the like and has for its main object
and feature the provision of means whereby
the clasp may be made more flexible than
heretofore and at the same time may remain
locked.

In the accompanying drawings, the inven-
tion is disclosed in a concrete and preferred
form in which:

Fig. 1 is a view in side elevation of a
lingerie clasp embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view on
the plane of line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Figs. 3 and 4 are plan yiews of the opposed
faces of the complementary fastening means;

Figs. 5 and 6 are diagrammatic  views
showing the clasp subjected to different
bending stresses.

1 indicates a member of sheet material
bent back upon itself to form two legs as
shown and provided with complementary
fastening means at its free ends 2 and 3.
These fastening means here take the follow-
ing form: End 2 is provided with turned-
over side portions 4 extending inwardly to-
ward each other and forming grooves as
shown; and is also preferably provided with
a turned-over end portion 5. End 3 is pro-
vided with turned-over side portions 6 ex-
tending inwardly toward each other that
constitute a tongue and is also preferably
provided with a turned-over end portion 7.
The fastening means are resilient so that
when the ends of the legs are pressed sufli-
ciently toward each other the tongue and
groove engage and become latched, said
tongue and groove, extending as they do
lengthwise of the legs, also constitute a slid-
able connection, which responds to bending
stresses imparted to the legs transversely of
their length, in a direction substantially
parallel to the length of the legs while re-

. taining latching engagement with each other-

4

(-

as indicated in Figs. 5 and 6. Heretofore
a ball and socket construction has been used
as a fastening means but the ball and socket

1928, Serial No. 102,622.
has the disadvantage of coming apart when
subjected to stresses. :
If desired, the clasp may be provided with
prongs as 8 which may be struck up or
otherwise formed on the interior of the legs
of the clasp.
I claim: :
1. A lingerie clasp including: a member

“of sheet material bent back upon itself to

form two legs, and complementary fasten-
ing and releasing means at the free ends
thereof consisting of a resilient tongue and
groove extending lengthwise of the legs to
be latched together by pressing the ends of
the legs sufficiently toward each other to
cause engagement between said tongue and
groove, and said tongue and groove also con-
stituting a slidable connection, which re-
sponds to bending stresses imparted to the
legs transversely of their length, in a direc-
tion substantially parallel to the length of
the legs while retaining latching engagement
with each other. o

2. A lingerie clasp including: a member
of sheet material bent back upon itself to
form two legs, and complementary fasten-
ing and releasing means at the free ends
thereof consisting of a resilient tongue and
groove, each formed of turned-over side por-
tions of the legs extending inwardly toward
each other, extending lengthwise of the legs
to be latched together by pressing the ends
of the legs sufficiently toward each other to
cause engagement between said tongue and
groove, and said tongue and groove also con-
stituting » slidable connection, which re-
sponds to.- bending stresses imparted to the
legs transversely of their length, in a direc-
tion substantially parallel to the length of

the legs while retaining latching engagement

with each other. »

Signed at Newark, in the county of Essex,
and State of New Jersey, this 15 day of
April, 1926. '

PETER E. WIBERG.
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