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(57) Abstract: A spine fixation system (10) comprises a rod (12a, 12b),
which is configured to extend over a portion of the spine, a plurality of fas-
teners (14) and a plurality of connectors (18). Each fastener has a longitu-
dinal axis (22) and is configured to be secured to a vertebra (V1, V2, V3)
to be treated. Each connector (18) is connected to, or is capable of being
connected to, one of the fasteners (14) and has a seat member (20) for re-
ceiving and fixing the rod (12a, 12b). The seat member (20) is capable of
being tixed in different rotational positions with regard to a rotational axis
(46) that extends, or is capable of being positioned such that it extends,
parallel to but not coinciding with the longitudinal axis (22) of the fastener
(14) to which the respective connector (18) is connected.
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Box No. Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:

14
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Pursuant to Rule 39.1(iv) PCT, the subject-matter of claim 14 has not been
searched, since it is directed to a method for treatment of the human body by
surgery.

2. D Claims Nos.: .
because they relate to paris of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

-

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-9
Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-9

A system according to claim 1, wherein the rotational axis
is capable of being fixed in different tilting positions at
least within a cone of tilting angles (claim 4), thereby
solving the problem of further enhancing/simplifying the
implantation of the system.

2. claims: 10, 11

A system according to claim 9, wherein the clamp mechanism
is configured such that operation of the clamp mechanism
fixes the rod to the seat member and simuitaneously the seat
member to the head member (claim 10), thereby solving the
problem of allowing the components of the system to be more
easily locked to one another.

3. claims: 12, 13

A system according to claim 1, wherein the head member
further comprises a first head portion and a second head
portion capable of being fixed to the first head portion in
different rotational positions with regard to a further
rotational axis arranged non- parallel to the longitudinal
axis of the fastener (claim 12), thereby solving the problem
of allowing the system to be implanted in more complicated
spinal operations, that require the system to be more
flexible during implantation.
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