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This invention relates to devices for applying
massage to the human skin and particularly to
such : devices designed to massage lotions into
the skin as for instance into the scalp. The
device will be hereinafter referred to as an
applicator for the sake of brevity.

It is an object of the invention to provide an
applicator adapted for manual operation or to be
operated by a machine. thereby reducing the
number of pieces of equipment required to be
maintained for instance by a specialist in hair
treatments.

Another object of the invention is to provide
an applicator arranged so that a controlled
amount of lotion may be fed to and worked into
the skin if preferred, or the applicator may be
used to administer dry massage treatment.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an applicator producing a simultaneous
kneading and suction effect on the skin thus
stimulating the circulation of blood therein.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an applicator arranged so that it may be readily
taken apart for cleaning or replacement of parts.

Still other objects and features of the invention *

will hereinafter appear from the following de-
scription taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings illustrating a preferred em-
bodiment of my invention but it is to be under-
stood that various changes in and modification of
the described embodiment may be made by those
skilled in the art without departing from the
scope of the invention as intended to be defined
by the scope of the appended claims.

In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a side view partly in section of an
applicator constructed according to the inven-
tion. In the upper portion of this view is shown
a substitute closure member which may be
coupled to a mechanical vibrator.

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device shown in
Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary section drawn to a
larger secale illustrating a modified form of con-
nection between g bottom wall of the device and
the body portion.

In Fig. 1 the numeral 10 generally indicates
the applicator which is preferably formed so as
to be readily held in the palm of the operator,
who may be a person applying the device to his
own scalp or that of another person. It is to be
understood that while the device is particularly
designed for scalp treatment it is equally useful in
applying localized massage as for instance to
strained or fatigued muscles. It should be fur-
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ther understood that the device may be attached
to a vibrator of any suitable type such as is widely
used, by means of the incorporation of parts
later described and indicated at A.

The hand of an operator is indicated in dotted
lines s0 as not to obscure the drawing.

The applicator comprises a body portion 12
which may be formed of fairly resilient oil re-
sistant synthetic rubber. The body is hollow and
cuplike being furnished with a removable closure
member 14 for the introduction and retension of
lotion or liquid medicament usually carried in the
body member. :

When it is desired to use a mechanical vibrator
with the applicator the closure member {4 may
be replaced by one of the form indicated at A hav-
ing a screw threaded outer end portion B onto
which may be screwed any appropriate coupling
C for connection to the vibrator.

The body member 10 is closed by a bottom wall
16 of material preferably less resilient than that
of the body member such as synthetic oil resistant
rubber vulcanized to greater hardness than the
body member.

In Fig. 1 the wall 16 is secured by means of a
ring 20 of rigid material such as plastic or
aluminum bonded to the inside of the periphery
of the body member. The ring 20 is formed at
22 to provide a retaining groove adapted to re-
ceive and securely grip a bead 24 molded around
the periphery of the wall {6. Preferably the
periphery of the wall 16 is formed to also provide
a peripheral flange 26 which will be drawn close
against the lower edge of ring 20. However ar-
ranged, the connection of the wall 16 to the body
portion is designed to provide a liquid tight joint.

A plurality of fingers 28 are arranged to pro-
ject downwardly from the wall 16. Preferably
the fingers are molded from the same material as
the wall and are somewhat resilient. 'The fingers
are provided with bores 30 extending into com-
munication with the liquid, preferably of such
small diameter that liquid combined in the body
will not run out by gravity but will be exuded

s when pressure is applied to the deformable body.

It is pointed out that owing fo the rigidity of
the ring 20 it is possible for an cperator, by grasp-
ing the sides of the body, to move the device un-
der pressure to exert a massaging effect on the
skin and to feed any desired amount of liquid
to the area being massaged by applying pres-
sure to the deformable areas of the body of the
applicator.

It will be observed that the device, shown un-
derlying the human hand in Fig. 1, is of a plano-
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convex shape, there being provided, above its
flat side a dome shaped part dimensioned to be
. grasped within the hand in such a manner as to

have the liquid forced out from it by lateral as
well as downward pressure against its deformable
portion, thus enabling the operator more effi-
ciently to expel the contained liquid through the
aforesaid massaging fingers 28.

To increase the effectiveness of the massaging
effect of the fingers the tips thereof :are circularly
recessed to form cups 32 centrally into which the
bores 30 open.

In the form of the invention shown in Fig. 3

the ring around the periphery of the-body. com~
prises a first threaded ring 34. secured in any .

suitable way to the body {90, and a second-threaded
ring 3§ is secured in any suitable way .to ‘the
periphery of the wall {§. The ring 36 is pro-
vided with a peripheral flange 38 which when

ring 38 is screwed into:ring 34 is drawn tightly ¢

against the! lower:face:of the ring:34. .-Ohviously
a.gpgeking - washer 7tnot :shown) may e posi-
tioned ‘en the<flange:38 to.secure-a:liquid tight
Joint hetween-the two rings.

“The eonstruction shownrinFig. 3 provides for
easy. removal.ofthe swvall -18 ‘to.enable: rreplace-
mentor:cleaning thereof to-be readily. effected.

-~The:invention provides an:applicator:for mas-
saging or -kneading ~the .skin:and subcutaneous
tissue with-or.witheut:the application of lotions,
of sitople -and :effeéctive  construction :and.-ar-
rafigement:and of :wide usefulness
I claim: )

21.7Adeviee: of the kind described comprising: a
hollow: defarmable ibody -open .on - its - normally
lower ‘side;cacrigid ring secured:around ‘the pe-

4 '
riphery of the open side of said hollow body; a
wall extending across the open side of said hol-

. low body and having a periphery shaped to re-
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movably engage with a co-operating portion of
said ring, said wall and hollow body providing a
chamber adapted to contain a fluid; and fingers
projecting downwardly from said wall and pro-
vided with fine bores extending from the lower
ends of said fingers info communication with the
hollow body and-effective by manipulation of the
operator to administer massage treatment to the

_human skin and to eject fluid as required through
‘said fingers when pressure is applied by the oper-
-ator to:said hellow body.

2. A device as set forth in claim 1 and in which

< the-said -recited ring is internally screwthreaded,
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--and.a.second ring is screwed thereinto and in

turn is secured to the peripheral portion of said
wall.
MYRTLE A. AMER.
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