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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN DUNN, of Oska 

loosa, in the county of Mahaska and State of 
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Coffius; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it per 
tains to make and use it, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, which form 
part of this specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

coffins; and it consists in holding the two parts 
of a coffin, that is divided vertically at its widest 
part, together by means of a ratchet and bail, 
as will be more fully described hereinafter. The accompanying drawings represent my 
invention. 
. A cooling-board, a, of the desired size and 
construction, is first made. A suitable coffin, 
c, is then made to inclose this board, but, in 
stead of being provided with a cover in the 
usual manner, is divided vertically into two 
parts, which are made to separate by pulling 
apart at the broadest part of the coffin. By 
linaking the coffin separate at this point there 
will be just enough of the board a left project 
ing out of the longest part of the coffin c to 
expose the upper part of the body placed there 
in. Both parts of the coffin c are then covered 
entirely over, on their outer sides, with sheet 

metal or other material of any suitable kind 
or thickness. Extending beyond the end of 
the longer part of the coffin, immediately 
around the inner edge, is a flange, d, which 
enters the inside of the shorter part, for the 
purpose of forming an air-tight joint. Pro 
jecting from the outer edge of the longer part 
of the coffin is a flange, e, which passes inside 
of the flange g, on the shorter part, on into a 
recess, i. All these joints are packed with 
any suitable cement which will make a perma 
nent air-tight joint. On each side of the longer 
part of the coffin are placed suitable hooks, 
eyes, or other devices, o, to which are attached 
the two ends of the bail l. This bail extends 
forward and catches over the outer end of the 
shorter part of the coffin, so as to hold the two 
parts together, and is held in any desired po 
sition by means of the ratchet al. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
The frame C, made in two or more parts, 

and provided with the baill and ratchet in, 
substantially as specified. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 24th day of 
July, 1876. 

JOEIN DUNN. 
Witnesses: . . . . 

HENRY P. NINDE, 
CS, LEASEI. 

  


