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This invention relates to a time lock and has particular 15 
reference to a time lock for a portable case. 
An object of the invention is to provide a portable 

case having a time lock which is so constructed and 
arranged as to permit of the opening of the case only 
after the lapse of a definite period of time. The inven 
tion is applicable to a portable case such as a cigarette 
case provided with a time lock of said character whereby 
the cover can be opened only after a definite lapse of 
time to thereby restrict repeated smoking to such period 
of time. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
portable case of said character in which the cover of the 
case is retained in latched relation during the time re 
quired for a clock driven dial to make a complete rota 
tion or any part thereof in accordance with the setting 
of the dial. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
slide having latch means for retaining the cover of the 
case in closed relation during the period of time set for 
rotation of the dial and which is adapted to be manually 
released from latched relation at the completion of the 
rotation of the dial. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, reference 

is now made to the following specification and accom 
panying drawings in which the preferred embodiment of 
the invention is illustrated. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a cigarette case provided 

with a time lock constructed in accordance with the in 
vention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the time lock shown in position 
in the upper portion of the case with the top wall removed 
and the dial in the released position. 

Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the latch moved to re 
lease the cover. 

Fig. 4 is a view showing the latch in latched position 
and the dial moved to locking position. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken approximately 
on line 5-5 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken approxi 
mately on line 6-6 of Fig. 2. 
The time lock is shown in its application to a cigarette 

case 10 for retaining the cover 12 thereof in latched rela 
tion for a predetermined period of time although the in 
vention is applicable to any type of portable case. 
The cigarette case 10 is of rectangular formation and 

is constructed to provide a shallow cigarette holding com 
partment 13 and a time lock compartment 14 with the 
cover 12 hingedly connected with the case by a hinge 15. 
The cover 12 is adapted to be secured in closed relation 
by a latch 6 engaging through a slot 17 in the inturned 
end 18 thereof. 

Located in the time lock compartment 14 is a time 
lock 9 which includes a watch mechanism 20 arranged in 70 
fixed position therein and having a dial 21 operatively 
connected therewith for effecting a complete rotation of 
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the dial in a clockwise direction as viewed in Figs. 2, 3 
and 4 of the drawings during each hour. The watch 
mechanism is provided with the usual stem 22 which pro 
trudes through an opening in the upper end of the case 
for manually winding the spring of the watch mechanism 
by rotation of the stem in one direction and for setting 
of the dial by rotation of the stem in the opposite direc 
tion. The wall portion 24 of the case is formed with a 
sight opening 25 for exposing the dial 21 therethrough 
which has a triangular shaped arrow 26 therein for visibly 
indicating the setting of the dial. The sight opening 25 
is closed by a transparency 27 affixed to the inside face 
of the wall portion 24 for preventing foreign matter from 
entering the time lock compartment. 

Disposed in adjacent relation to the dial 21 is a slide 
29 having a tongue 30 protruding through a slot 31 in 
the wall of the time lock compartment. The tongue 30 
extends angularly inward at its free end which end con 
stitutes the latch 16. 
The slide 29 is mounted for reciprocatory movement 

on fixed posts 32 and 33 which extend through slots 34 
and 35 therein. The slot 34 extends transversely of the 
case for guiding the slide transversely of the case when 
movement is imparted thereto. The slot 35 is angularly 
disposed for camming the right hand end of the slide 
upwardly for freeing the cover from latched relation when 
the slide is moved in one direction. The slide is formed 
with a diagonally disposed projection 38 which is normally 
positioned with the outer end thereof located close to 
the periphery of the dial and in the path of movement 
of a peripheral spur 39 extending outwardly from the dial. 
Located substantially diametrically opposite from the 
spur 39 is a detent 41 adapted to be engaged by a tongue 
42 formed integrally with the slide and normally disposed 
in narrowly spaced relation from the slide. The detent 
is of angulated formation having a radially arranged edge 
43 which is adapted to be engaged by the bottom edge 44 
of the tongue 42 for preventing rotation of the dial. The 
slide is tensioned by a spring 45 affixed at one end to the 
post 33 and at its opposite end to a lug 46 affixed to the 
outer end of the slide for retaining the slide in its normal 
position with the projection 38 disposed in the path of 
movement of the spur 39 and the tongue 42 in narrowly 
spaced relation from the periphery of the dial. 
A push rod 47 protrudes through an opening 48 in the. 

side wall of the time lock compartment 14 with its re 
duced shank 49 slideably disposed in an opening in a 
downturned end wall of the slide and with a spring 50 
positioned on the shank 49 and affixed at its ends to said 
shank and to said downturned end wall respectively and 
normally tensioning the push rod in outward relation. 
This permits of the manual movement of the push rod 
inwardly so as to move the slide 29 to the right and effect 
unlatching of the cover 12. This action only takes place 
when the dial has been arrested in its rotation by engage 
ment of the spur 39 with the projection 38 of the slide. 
The detent 41 is then disposed in position to permit of 
the tongue entering the detent with the movement of the 
slide inwardly whereby the right hand end of the slide 
is cammed upwardly so as to move the latch 16 out of 
engagement with the slot 17 in the cover. When the slide 
29 is moved to this position, the dial 21 may be rotated 
in a counterclockwise direction as viewed in Figs. 2, 3 
and 4 of the drawings to re-set the same to a desired setting. 

It is to be understood that the dial 21 is rotatably 
mounted on a shaft 52 for rotation thereof by said watch 
mechanism and which may be arrested in its turning 
movement as hereinbefore described without affecting 
the operation of the watch mechanism. 
While the preferred form of the invention has been 



3 
shown and described herein, it is to be understood that 
the same is not so limited but shall cover and include 
any and all modifications thereof which fall within the 
purview of the invention. 
What is claimed is: , , , 
1. In a portable case and time lock therefor, said case 

having a storage compartment and a time lock compart 
ment and a cover hingedly connected therewith for clos 
ing one side of the storage compartment, a time lock 
arranged in said time lock compartment and including a 
watch mechanism having a stem protruding through the 
wall of the case for winding the watch mechanism, a dial 
rotatably driven by said watch mechanism and having a 
peripheral projection and an oppositely disposed detent, 
a slide arranged in said time lock compartment having a 
latch adapted to engage said cover for latching the cover 
in closed relation, said slide having a part normally dis 
posed in the path of movement of said projection for 
arresting the rotation of said dial by engagement of said 
part with said projection, said slide having a tongue 
adapted to enter said detent by manual movement im 
parted to said slide when the dial is arrested by said slide 
part, and a push rod engaging said slide and protruding 
from said cover for manually moving the slide to free 
the cover from latched engagement therewith and said 
slide part from said projection after said dial is arrested 
by said slide part. 

2. In a portable case and time lock therefor, said case 
having a storage compartment and a time lock compart 
ment and a cover hingedly connected therewith for clos 
ing one side of the storage compartment, a time lock 
arranged in said time lock compartment and including a 
watch mechanism having a stem protruding through the 
wall of the case for winding the watch mechanism, a dial 
rotatably driven by said watch mechanism and having a 
peripheral projection and a peripheral detent, a slide ar 
ranged in said time lock compartment having a latch 
adapted to engage said cover for latching the cover in 
closed relation, said slide having a part normally disposed 
in the path of movement of said projection for arresting 
the rotation of said dial by engagement of said part with 
said projection, said slide having a tongue adapted to 
enter said detent by manual movement imparted to said 
slide when the dial is arrested by said slide part, means 
biasing said slide to normally retain said part in the path 
of movement of said projection, and a push rod engaging 
said slide and protruding from said cover for manually 
moving the slide against said biasing means to free the 
cover from latched engagement therewith and said slide 
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part from said projection after said dial is arrested by 
said side part. 

3. In a portable case and time lock therefor, said case 
having a storage compartment and a cover hingedly con 
nected therewith for closing one side of said storage 
compartment, a time lock arranged in said case and in 
cluding a watch mechanism having a stem protruding 
through the wall of the case for winding the watch 
mechanism, a dial rotatably driven by said watch mech 
anism and having a peripheral projection and a peripheral 
detent, a slide arranged in said case having a latch adapted 
to engage said cover for latching the cover in closed 
relation, means guidely mounting said slide for movement 
thereof to dispose the latch in latched and unlatched 
engagement with the cover, said slide having, a part nor 
mally disposed in the path of movement of said projection 
for arresting the rotation of said dial by engagement of 
said part with said projection, said slide having a tongue 
adapted to enter said detent by manual movement im 
parted to said slide when the dial is arrested by said 
slide part, and a push rod engaging said slide and pro 
truding from said cover for manually moving the slide 
to free the cover from latched engagement therewith and 
said slide part from said projection after said dial is 
arrested by said slide part. 

4. In a portable case and time lock therefor, said case 
having a storage compartment and a cover hingedly con 
nected therewith for closing one side of said storage com 
partment, a time lock arranged in said case and including 
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a watch mechanism having a stem protruding through the 
wall of the case for winding the watch mechanism, a dial 
rotatably driven by said watch mechanism, a slide ar 
ranged in said case having a latch adapted to engage said 
cover for latching the cover in closed relation, means 
mounting said slide for movement to dispose said latch 
in latched and unlatched relation with said cover, said 
slide and said dial having interengageable means for 
arresting the rotation of said dial and freeing said slide 
for movement to release said latch from latched relation 
with said cover, and a push rod engaging said slide and 
protruding from said cover for manually moving the 
slide to free the cover from latched engagement therewith 
and to free said slide from arrested engagement with said 
dial after said dial is arrested by said slide. 
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