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IMPROVEMENT IN COBINED CORSES AND BUSTLES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 4,5s a dated February 17, 1874; application filed 
January 27, 1874, 

To all whom it may conce)"n: 
Beit known that I, JULIUSWATERMAN, of 

the city and State of New York, have invented 
an Improvement in Bustles or Skirt-Supporter 
Corsets, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: 

Skirt-Supporters have been made of a hoop 
projecting from the lower edge thereof, and 
this hoop has acted as a skirt-supporter, and 
lbeen sustained by the fabric extending above 
the hoop and provided with busks or steels 
and clasps in front similar to those used in a 
COrset, alnd in some cases the bodice or por 
tion of the skirt-supporter above the hoop has 
been laced at the vertical opening; but in all 
the skirt-supporters of this character there is 
nothing below the hoop to form a support 
upon the hips of the Wearer; hence shoulder 
straps are required. 

Bustles have been made separately from the 
corset and attached by tapes or a belt around 
tle Waist. 
My invention is made for connecting a bustle 

with the ordinary corset, so that while the cor 
set is not interfered with, but can be attached 
around the person or removed as usual, the 
bustle is always in position for supporting the 
dress in a graceful manner. 

I apply to an ordinary corset a hoop con 
lected at the ends thereof to the fabric of the 
corset, instead of having a separate Waist 
band, and the inner edge of the fabric of the 
bustle is sewed to the corset, and has an open 
ing or gore or elastic in the middle portion ad 
jacent to the laced opening in the back of the 
corset, so that said corset can be sufficiently 
loosened at the lacing for clasping it around 
the body, as usual, and brace-straps are Con 
nected to the fabric covering the hoop at suit 
able intervals, and to the fabric of the corset, 
so as to support the hoop and the dress rest 
ing thereon. 

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of said skirt-supporting corset seen from 
the rear, Fig.2 is a section of the bustle, and 
Fig. 3 is a sectional plan of the corset at the 
line aca, 

The halves a ct of the corset are provided 
with steels and clasps at b, to unite the corset 
at the front, and with lacing at c, to unite the 
halves of the corset at the back and tighten 
the same after being clasped around the body. 
The hoop discovered by and inclosed between 
two thicknesses of suitable fabric at c, and the 
ends of the hoop are connected to the corset, 
and the inner edges of the fabric e are sewed 
to the corset. It is proper to omit the Stitch 
ing at the pockets, so as to allow for inserting 
the bones. Near the middle of the fabric e, 
and adjacent to the laced opening in the back, 
there is an opening in said fabric e, or there 
may be a gore or gusset or elastic inserted at 
this point, so as to allow the corset to be ex 
panded when the lacing is loosened as the cor 
set is clasped around the body. From the 
hoop or hoop-covering there are straps h ex 
tending to the fabric of the corset, and there 
the same are attached, and in use they serve 
to support the weight of the dress resting 
upon the bustle, and the fastening of the dress 
around these bracesh tightens them and throws 
the bustle up. 
This construction is very durable and coln 

venient, without being subject to the objec 
tions that exist to the ordinary bustle or the 
skirt-supporting Waist, and the lower parts of 
the corset resting upon the hips below the 
bustle Support said bustle Without requiring 
shoulder-straps; and this is a great conven 
ience, especially with those wearing low-necked 
dresses. The corset employed by me, being of 
the usual character, gives the proper support 
at both front and back below the bustle. 

I claim as my invention 
In combination with a corset, the bustle ed 

and straps h, when constructed and arranged 
substantially as shown and described. 
Signed by me this 22d day of January, A.D. 

S74, 

JULIUS WATERMAN. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. T. PINCKNEY, 
CHAs. H. SMITH, 


