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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHESTER A. SAGE, a resi 

dent of Ithaca, in the county of Tompkins 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Heel 
Plates for Shoes and the Like; and Idohereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
Will enable others skilled in the art to which it 
pertains to make and use the same. 
The invention relates to heel-plates for shoes 

and the like, and its object is to simplify the 
construction of such devices and also to sim 
plify the means of their application to the 
heels and at the same time insure the secu 
rity of their attachment with the use of the 
simplest attaching devices; and it consists in 
the construction hereinafter pointed out. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
an isometric view of the heel-plate. Fig. 2 
is a plan of a heel-lift with the improved plate 
applied thereto. Figs. 3 and 4 are partial sec 
tions of a heel on lines 33 and 4 4, respect 
ively, of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a plan of a modi 
fied form of the heel-plate. 
Numeral 1 indicates the bottom heel-lift of 

a boot or shoe heel, and 2 denotes the body 
of the heel-plate. This body, which is the 
main wearing part of the plate, is preferably 
made of an approximately lanceolate form, 
Such as shown, though this particular form 
or contour of this part of the device is not 
eSSential. It is made of a thickness equal to 
that of the usual bottom heel-lift in the class 
of shoes or boots for which it is intended. 
4 denotes a thin flange or extension situated 

in or near the plane of the upper face of the 
body of the plate. The face of the body op 
posite that from which this flange extends is 
designed in use to receive the wear and is sit 
luated in the plane of the bottom of the heel. 
The flange or extension 4 is made thin, so 

that it can be easily bedded in the lift by 
hammering or otherwise before the lift is ap 
plied to the heel. This flange, which has, 
broadly speaking, a dovetailor approximately 
dovetailform with its narrowest part attached 
to the plate-body, is preferably provided with 

flaring branches 5, which may have their ends 
curved backwardly toward the body 2 of the 
plate, as indicated at 3. 
To apply the plate to a shoe, a piece equal 

and similar to the body 2 of the plate is cut 
from the bottom heel-lift before it is fastened 
on the heel. The plate is then placed so that 
its body is situated in the cut-away part of 
the lift and its flange rests upon the upper 
side of the lift-that is, upon the side which 
is concealed when the lift is secured to the 
heel. The flange is then sunk into the lift to 
a depth equal to its thickness by the hammer 
or otherwise, as stated, and the lift is then 
attached to the heel. The plate is thus car 
ried solely by the heel-lift and without other 
direct attachment to the heel, and its flaring 
or spreading members 5 are held firmly in 
said lift, and the removal of the plate with 
out destroying the lift is rendered practically 
impossible, while no separable fastening de 
vices are required nor any direct attachment 
thereof to other than the single lift. 

Heretofore heel-plates for the same general 
purpose have been provided with fastening 
devices which were entered in an upper lift, 
and usually the fastening devices have been 
detachable. These, besides being more ex 
pensive and troublesome in their application 
to the shoe, are liable, because of their small 
size and the difficulty of making screws or 
the like hold in leather, to work loose and be 
come detached and lost as the bottom lift is 
worn off. In some cases the detaching de 
vices have been made to penetrate both the 
bottom heel-lift and an upper lift, which con 
struction requires unnecessary care in apply 
ing the plate and mutilates the leather un 
necessarily. It is characteristic of my im 
provement that the plate is bedded in and at 
tached directly to a single lift and that the 
bottom. One, and that all separable fastenings 
are dispensed with, and that the form on the 
anchoring-flange bedded in the bottom lift is 
such that the plate cannot be moved out of 
its place so long as the bottom heel-lift is held 
to the shoe. 
In Fig. 5 is shown a heel-plate having a 
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flange of dovetail form not branched, but 
adapted to secure most of the advantages of 
my improvement. Such flange, however, can 
not be so easily bedded in the heel-lift by the 
hamlmer as the branched form, as Will be un 
derstood. 

I am aware that a heel-plate having a thin 
and approximately conical flange or point 
adapted to be driven in between heel-lifts and 
secured therein by pegs engaging notches in 
said flange has been proposed, and such mat 
ter is not of my invention. My improvement 
is characterized by a flange that is wider at 
its edge remote from the body than at its line 
of junction there with, the construction being 
such that the plate cannot be moved horizon 
tally after the lower lift is secured in place 
in usual manner. I dispense with plate-re 
taining pegs, which are difficult to apply so 
as to exactly engage concealed notches made 
in the heel-plate, and which are liable to be 
loosened or bent so as to become inoperative 
after the shoe has been worn a while, particu 

ly if said pegs do not engage the bottom 
lift. 
IIaving fully described my invention, what 

I claim is 
Aheel-plate having a body approximately of 

the thickness of a heel-lift and provided with 
a comparatively thin integral flange or an 
chor situated in the plane of one face of the 
body of said plate, said flange being mate 
rially narrower at or near the body than on 
lines farther removed from the body whereby 
it has a substantially dovetail form flaring 
outwardly from said body to resist its removal 
outwardly with respect to the heel, substan 
tially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

CIIESTER A. SAGE. 
Witnesses: 

E. A. BUSH, 
EDW. J. MIOONE. 

25 

35 

  


