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UNITED STATES 
17,SSS 

PATENT OFFICE. 
HOMER. E. ING ALSBE, OF SOUTH HARTFORD, AND GUSTAVUSA. PRESCOTT, OF 

SANDY HILL NEW YORK. 
IMPROVEMENT IN PRUNNG-SHEARS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 117,888, dated August 8, 1871. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, HOMER H.ING ALSBE, of 

South Hartford, and GUSTAVUs A. PRESCOTT, 
of Sandy Hill, in the county of Washington and 
State of New York, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Implements for Prun 
ing Trees; and we do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawing and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specification. 
The nature of our invention consists in the con 

Struction and arrangement of an implement for 
pruning trees, as will be hereinafter more fully 
set forth. 

In order to enable others skilled in the art to 
which our invention appertains to make and use 
the same, we will now proceed to describe its 
construction and operation, referring to the an 
nexed drawing, which represents a side view of 
my pruning-tool. 
A represents the cutting jaw, pivoted to the 

stationary jaw B. This stationary jaw B is se 
cured to the staff D, and the cutting-jaw Ais, by 
a rod, C, connected with the operating-lever E, 
pivoted to the staff. The cutting-jaw A is con 
structed in such a manner that a line connecting 
the fulcrum at with the point b where the rod C 
is attached shall be nearly at right angles to the 
cutting-edge, and the said fulcrum a is placed 
upon the stationary jaw B at a convenient dis 
tance from and nearly at right angles with the 
edge of said jaw for the purpose of allowing the 
knife to be worked by the straight rod C, which 
runs up parallel and close to the staff. The up 

per front corner of the knife A is cut away in a 
convenient arc of a circle so as to make an ec 
centric cut with the edge of the knife. The rod 
C is confined to the staff D through its whole 
length by Staples d or other suitable means so 
that they shall mutually Sustain and support 
each other. The lever E is constructed, as shown, 
With two fulcrums, e and f, and is so arranged 
as to change fulcrums in the middle of the stroke. 
The lever E is provided with two curved slots, et 
f, through which the fulcrums ef are inserted, 
and it will be noticed that the leverturns first upon 
one fulcrum to about the middle of the stroke, 
then changes and turns upon the other to com 
plete the stroke. 
Having thusfully describedourinvention, what 

we claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The lever E, constructed as set forth, in com 
bination with the rod C, staff D, and jaws AB, 
all Constructed and arranged to operate Substan 
tially as set forth. 

2. The lever E for operating the cutting-jaw, 
when said lever is provided with two fulcrums 
and so constructed as to change fulcrums in the 
middle of the stroke, substantially as herein set 
forth. 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as our 
Own We affix our signatures in the presence of two 
Witnesses. 

HOMER. H. ING ALSBE. 
GUSTAWUS A. PRESCOTT, 

Witnesses: - 

ROYAL ING ALSBE, 
JEREMIE SCRIPTURE. 


