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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN MOFFET, of the 

city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented a new and useful Improvement in 
Cocks for Drawing Beer, of which the follow 
ing is a specification: 
The invention relates to cocks and aerating 

devices for barrels from which the liquid is to 
be drawn at different times, but it has more 
particular reference to beer-barrels, which are 
usually kept on draft for a greater or less pe 
riod of time, and where it is important to pre 
vent the escape of the gases. 
The invention will first be fully described, 

and then clearly pointed out in the claim. 
Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional eleva 

tion of a barrel with my improved cock. Fig. 
2 is a top view of a section of the barrel. Fig. 
3 is a horizontal section of Fig. 1 on the line 
a' a. Fig. 4 is a section on the line 2) gy, and 
Fig. 5 is partly a side elevation and partly a 
sectional elevation of the key used for turning 
the cocks. 
A is the head of the barrel, and B the draw 

ing - cock. This cock is fitted into the head 
from the inside, and the plug C is fitted in the 
inside extension. The outside extension is 
shorter than the chine of the barrel, so that 
it is not subject to injury, and does not require 
to be taken out when the barrel is empty, but 
it may be, if desired. D is the ventilating 
cock. It is fitted in the side E of the barrel 
directly over the drawing-cock, with its plug 
F also inside of the barrel. G is a vent-pas 
sage through the cock, and H a correspond 
ing passage through the plug. I is an exten 
sion of the plug out through the cock, for the 
application of a Wrench, J, for turning the 
plugs. K is a rod connecting the two plugs, 
for turning one by the other. Said rod is ca 
pable of a slight endwise motion in the plug 
C, and a spring, L, is arranged with it and 

said plug to keep both plugs tight on their 
Seats. 

It will be seen that by turning the plugs one 
Way to open cock B the ventilating-passages 
G H will be brought into line, so as to admit 
the air; but by turning them the other way 
these passages will remain closed while the 
drawing-cock is opened, so that the ventilat 
ing-passages may be opened or not, at will. 
The full barrels of beer generally contain 

more or less gas, which will for a time escape, 
and carry With it some of the beer and foam 
if the ventilating-passages are open; but when 
the beer is partly drawn, and the pressure of 
the gas destroyed by its expansion, it becomes 
necessary to admit the air; therefore, I have 
contrived this arrangement, which, it will be 
seen, is alike applicable to both functions with 
out change or adjustment. 

It is quite necessary to use ventilating-cocks 
of some kind, particularly for beer, for, if ex 
posed to the air as much as it necessarily is 
by the common practice of opening the bung 
to facilitate the drawing, it becomes flat and in 
sipid to the taste very soon; hence it is im 
portant to obtain the simplest and most effi 
cient means of ventilating sufficiently for draw 
ing, and only While drawing. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
The combination, with cocks and valve-plugs 

B C and D F, of an intermediate rod, K, hav 
ing play in one of the plugs C, and provided 
with a spring, L, that tends to raise the said 
rod out of said plug, thereby holding both 
valve-plugs securely in their seats, 

JOHN MOFFET, 

Witnesses: 
A. P. THAYER, 
T, B, MOSHER, 

  


