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water, sald wetting agent belng selected from the
group consisting of sulfates and sulfonates of or-
ganic esters, organic alcohols, ethers and amines,
permitting the fabric to which said solution has
been applied to stand for a short period, there-
after raising the nap of the fabric by a non-
abrading brushing action, and thereafter drying
the treated fabric.

2. A process In accordance with claim 1 in

which sald wetting agent is selected from the 10

group consisting of alkali sulfates and sulfonates
of higher organic alcohols.

3. A process In accordance with claim 1 in
which sald wetting agent is a sodium sulfate of a
higher alcohol,

4, A process In accordance with claim 1 in
which sald wetting agent is sodium 3,9 diethyl-

tridecansl € sulfate,
RALPH H. McXEE,
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This invention relates to the removal of shine

from fabries and more particularly to a process
for removing the shine from used woolen, rayon
and silk textiles and other fabrics, such as worn
clothing, notably men’'s and women’s sults.
The principal object of this invention is to

provide a simple, economical and efficient meth-

od for the removal of shine from woolen textlles
and other fabrics.

An important object of the invention is to 10

provide for the removal of shine from worn
clothing, such as men’s and women’s suits with--
out injury to the material.

A further object of the invention is to provide

a process of removing shine from worn clothing 15

which may be safely practiced by unskilled per-
sons,

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent during the course of
the following description.

As is well known, clothing made from various

fabrics, such as wollen, silk, rayon or cotton tex- .

tiles, acquire a shine, due to the matting of the
fibers or threads, after such clothing has been
worn for some time.
in the case of men’s wool suits which become

shiny at the shoulders, elbows, and trouser seats. .

Women’s apparel also gives trouble by becoming-
shiny at the shoulders and back of the skirt,

Although this shine does not prevent further 30

wearing of the clothing, it does detract from the
appearance thereof and, consequently, there has
been a great demand for a satisfactory method
of “de-shining” worn clothing.

Shine is developed on ordinary worn cloth be- 335

cause the nap Is laid down flat on the cloth. It
is not, as frequently thought, because the nap
is worn off the cloth. The fibers being laid
nearly flat and largely parellel, are able to re-

flect the light and thereby give the effect known 40

as “shiny.” This is the principal cause of shine
in fabrics. However, there are two further fac-
tors which, if not & cause, certalnly contribute
to increased shine.

The first of these is that the normally round 45

thread or yarn of the cloth is flattened, especially
on the shoulders, arms and seat of the garment,
by being exposed to pressure and rubhing, the
surface of the fabric thereby becoming smoothed.

This effect is nearly identical with the effect of 50

(CL 26—29)

This is particularly true 25
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friction calenders on fabrics whereby, in the tex-
tile finishing industry, friction calendering gives
to many types of fabrics a glossy finish.

The second factor is the agglomeration of dust
and grime, especially in those parts of garments
which are exposed to rubbing., This grime and
dust rubbed in on the surface of the cloth in-
creases the mechanical smoothing of the surface
of the fabric and also causes the-fibers to adhere
to each other, thereby making the shine still
more apparent-and persistent as well as dulling
the colors of the fabric.

Varlous methods of removing the shine have
heretofore been proposed but such methods have
not proved to be wholly satisfactory. For ex-
ample, one method heretofore proposed involves
the removal of the shine by treatment of the cloth
with an alkali, such as ammonia, and rather
heavy brushing simultaneously, preferably with
a wire brush. The alkali employed in this meth-
od is of such strength as to weaken the fabric
considerably because of the solvent action of
the alkali on wool or silk fiber. Other proposed
processes use vinegar or other acid solutions but
these, of course, will destroy many dyed.colors
and also injure cotton thread with which wool
fabrics are sewn, as well as cotton, rayon and
other fabrics.

~Navy and other uniforms sometimes have had
the shine removed by the use of sand paper or
pumice stone, but with the removal of the shine
also goes the surface of the cloth.

Another prior art process involves the use of
a mechanical picker, with or without a dampen-
ing solution, which picks up the individual fibers
or threads a few at a time. This is a complicated
procedure necessitating the use of skilled oper-
ators and the cost of removing the shine by this
method has proved to be unreasonably high.

I have now developed a method of removing
shine from fabrics which is not only highly effi-
cient and non-injurious to the cloth but is also
so simple in practice that it can be carried out
by the housewife or any operator in a tailor shop.
As a resulf, shiny suits and other articles of cloth-
ing may be greatly improved in appearance at

.small cost and the period of wear of the clothing

thereby lengthened.
In the practice of my process, the article of
clothing to be treated is first sponged with a




