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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

CARL IL PICKARTS, OF LEAVENTWORTII, KANSAS.

LETTER-BOX FOR COLLECTION AND DELIVERY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 462,733, dated November 10,1891,
Application filed May 16, 1891, - Serial No, 393,015. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, CARL I1. PICKARTS, of
Leavenworth, Leavenworth county, Kansas,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Mail-Boxes, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part hereof.

My invention relates to mail-boxes to be ap-
plied to the doors of residences, office-build-
ings, stores, and various other localities; and
the object of my invention is to produce a
mail-box which shall be simple, durable, and
comparatively inexpensive in construction
and which can be used both to receive mail-
matter deposited by the postman for the oc-
cupants of the building and also to receive
mail-matter deposited by the occupants of the
building for collection by the postman.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
duce a mail-box which shall beso construeted
that when the postman inserts the mail-mat-
ter to be delivered into the box this act of it-
self and without any other manipulation of
the box causes the mail to be collected to be
automatically presented to the postman.

To the above purposes my invention con-
sists in certain peculiar and novel features
of construction, as hereinafter described and
claimed: :

In order that my invention may be fully
understood, T will proceed to describe it with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which— ,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my mail-
box applied to a door, the view being of the
outer side of the box. Fig.2 isan inner side
elevation of the mail-boxalso in position npon
a door. Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical sec-
tion of the same ontheline33of Fig.5. Fig.
4 is a similar sectional view of the same on
the line 4 4 of Fig. 5. Iig. 5 is a rear eleva-
tion of my improved mail-box in position upon
a door, the inner wall or face-plate of the box
being removed. Fig. 6 is a detached per-
spective view of the collection-slide of the
mail-box.

In said drawings, 1 designates the doorof a
residence, an office, office-building, store, or
other similar locality, and 2 designates the
casing or housing of my improved letter-box.
This casing or housing is of general oblong

rectangular form, its front lower parvt 8, how-
ever, extending downwardly and inwardly
and itsfront upper part 4 extending upwardly
and inwardly, as shown. The inner or rear
side of this casing is left open, as shown in
Fig. 5, and is closed by a rectangular face-
plate 5, which is secured to the innersurface
of the door by screws 6 or equivalent devices
passing, preferably, through ears 7 of the
plate and entering the door. Thelower ends
of the sides of the box are formed with shoul-
ders .8, which rest against the lower part of
an opening 9, formed in the door and corre-
sponding in heightand width to similar meas-
urements of the box, the lower margin 10 of
the opening being ineclined downwardly and
inwardly,so as to permit free passage for the
mail-matter dropped by the postman. It is
obvious that, if desired, the mail - matter
dropped by the postman may fallinto a pouch

or other receptacle suitably secured to thein-

ner side of the door, or that such mail-matter
may simply fall through the opening 9 and
drop upon the floor of the apartment. Inthe
upper part of the box 2 is placed a slide 11,
which is preferably of oblong rectangular
form and provided at its ends with two up-
right pieces 12. Thisslide is placed horizon-
tally in the upper part of the box and its end
edges 13 work in horizontal grooves 14, ex-
tending each from front to rear of the casing
or box. ‘At each end of this slide,on the.un-
der surface thereof, is formed & horizontal in-
verted rack 15, with each of which engages a
segment-rack 16. Each of the segment-racks
16 is pivoted, as at 17, to the innersurface on
side of the casing 2 and at its lower end car-
ries an inwardly and downwardly extending
arm 18. To the lower extremity of each of
these arms 18 is pivoted-the inner end of a
link 19, the front or outer end cf which is piv-
oted between two ears 20 on the lower part
of the inner.surface of a drop-plate 21. This
drop-plate is so connected at its upper edge
to the casing1 as to permit the plate to swing
inward away from the delivery-opening 24 at
the frontof thecasing 2. Asshown, this con-
nection is in the form of two U-shaped hang-
ers 22, which pass through the upper ends of
ribs 23 of the inner surface of the drop-plate,
and also through a horizontal inwardly-ex-
tending flange 25 at .the upper part of the
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outer side of the casing 1. It is obvious, of
course, that any form of hinged eonnection
may be employed in attaching the drop-plate
to the front of the casing without departing
from the essential spirit of my invention.
Upon the upper partof the front of the box
or casing 2 is hinged, as at 27, a 1id 26, each
end of which is connected by a link 28 with
the corresponding end of the slide 11. As
shown, the outer end of each link 28 is piv-
otally connected to two ears 29 upon the in-
ner surface of the link, and the inner end of
eachlink 28is plvotally connected to the outer
end of a plate 30, riveted or ‘otherwise simi-
larly secured to the outer surface of the cor-
responding portion 12 of the slide 11. Upon
the inner side of the slide 11 is hinged, as at
32, a cover 31, which is arranged to turn up-
wardly, and thus close an opening at the up-
per part of the face-plate 5 and to also close
the inner side of the slide 11. This cover is
preferably provided with a finger-piece 33 to
facilitate its opening and closing by the user.
Now when the oceupant of the building or
apartment desires the postman to take mall-
matter, he opens the cover 31 and lays the
mail-matter upon the slide 11, generally again
\Vhen the postmau
comes to deliver the occupant’s mail from the
post-office, the postman simply pushes the

- mail-matter against the outer side of the
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drop-plate 21 and releases the mail-matter
from his grasp, so. that the mail-matter drops
into the apartment or into a receptacle in
such apartment. At the same instant that
the postman pushes the mail-matter against
the drop-plateé and thus swings it inw ard the
upper part of the sewment-rack 16.is moved
outward, thus dla,wmor the slide 11 outward
automatlcallv and sunllarly raising the lid
26, so as to present the mail-matter Whleh is
to, be, collected. The postman now simply
takes the mail-matter from the slide 11 with
the same, hand which he used to deliver the
mail with, taps upon the lid, so that the lat-
ter falls down into. closed posmon and re-
turns the slide to its normal position.

It will thus be seen that the device is sim-
ple, (1ura,b1e neat, and inexpensive in con-
struetion, that it is easily operated either by

the oceupant of the apartment or by the post- |

462,933

man, and that the mail-matter is fully pro-
tected by the box against injury by the
weather.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim agnew therein, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. An improved mail-box comprising a suit-
able housing or casing, a reciprocatory collec-
tion-slide located in the upper part of the cas-
ing, a swinging drop-plate located in the front
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of the casing, and a pivoted gear connected °

to the drop-plate and engaging a rack upon
the slide, substantially as set forth.

2. Animproved mail-box comprising a suit-
able casing or housing, a swinging drop-plate

located in the front part of said casing, a col-

lection slide or: earrier located in the upper
part of the casing, and a pivoted arm con-
nected to the drop-plate and engaging the
slide, so as to throw the latter forward when
the drop-plate is swung inward, substantially
as set forth.

3. Animproved mail-box compr ising a Sl]lt-
able housing orcasing, a swinging drop-plate
located at the front of the casing, a colleetion-
slide located in the upper part of the casing,
a movable arm connected to the drop-plate
and engaging the slide, so as to throw the
same -outward when the plate is swung in-
ward,.and a lid pivoted upon the upper part
of thecasingand closing thefront of the slide
automatlcally opened and closed ther eby, sub-
stantially as set forth.

4, Animproved mail-box comprlsmv a suit-
able housing or casing, 4 swinging drop-plate
located in the lower part of Saud casing, a, col-
1ect10nv slide located in the upper part@ of the
casing, a movable arm connected to the drop-
plate and engaging the slide, so as to throw
the slide forward when Lhe drop-plate is
swung inward, a lid connected to theslide and
pivoted upon the upper front part of the cas-
ing, and a cover hinged upon the inner edge
of the slide, substantially as set forth.

Intestimony whereof I affixmy signature in
presence of two witnesses.

CARL H. PICKARTS.

‘Witnesses:

N J. W. DAWSON,
ADOLY LANGE.
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