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To all whom it may concern: )
Be it known that we, Ricumarp L. Birp

and Heser C. Jex, citizens of the United

States, residing at Salt Lake City, in the

5 county of Salt Lake and State of Utah,
have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Billboards, of which the following
is a specification. .

This invention relates to bill-boards on

10 which signs are painted and paper posters
are pasted. Such bill-boards are commonly
made up of a plurality of duplicate so
called poster panels assembled into a com-
plete bill-board. \

16 An important object of the present in-
vention is to provide a new and improved
poster panel which, when assembled with
.a plurality of duplicate poster panels, will
provide a- bill-board having a smooth and

20 unobstructed front face entirely free from
nail-heads, whereby old posters may be con-
veniently scraped from the panels and the

. latter cleaned in a very convenient and sat- .

isfactory manner. .
25 A further object of the invention is to so

construct the poster panels that a weather:

tight joint will be formed between the

meeting edges of adjacent panels,.and this

object is obtained in a very simple and ef-
8¢ fective manmer and without interfering
-7ith the convenient assemblageé and removal
of the poster panels.

With these and other objects in view, the
present invention consists in the combina-
tion and arrangement of parts as will be
hereinafter more fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended claims, it
of course being understood that changes in
40 the form, proportion, size and minor de-

tails may be made, within the scope of the
claims, without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
invention.
4¢  TIn the drawings: .
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a bill-
board msde up of poster panels embodying
the features of the present invention;
Figure 2 is a plan section taken on the
56 line 2—2 of Figure 1; .
Figure 3 is an enlarged detail plan section

-~ taken on the line 3—38 of Figure 1; ;

Figure 4 is an enlarged vertical sectional
view taken on the line 4—4 of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspective

3
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view illustrating the manner of assembling
adjacent panels; ,

Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective
view looking at the rear of one of the im-
proved poster panels.

The panel of the present invention may
be of any dimensions and is rectangular
in shape ‘as best indicated in Figure 6 of
the drawings, wherein it will be seen that

60

the panel is of skeleton formation and in- 65

cludes a drame made up of upright side

members 1 and cross members connecting

the side members 1, two of such cross mem-
bers being shown in Figure 6 and desig-
nated 2 and 3, it of course: being under-
stood that there is a bottom cross member

-not shown in Figure 6 of the drawings.

The members of the panel frame may be
connected in any suitable or preferred
manner, and the joints are preferably braced
by metallic plates or brackets 4. connected
to the frame members by nails, screws or
other suitable fastenings. Applied to one
face of the panel frame is a sheet or plate

70
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5 of metal which entirely covers one side %0

of the frame and is secured at its top and
bottom by means of suitable fastenings 6
driven through the metal plate and into the
wooden frame. One longitudinal edge .of

the metal plate is bent into a flange 7 at 85

substantially right angles to the plane of
the sheet 5 and lies in engagement with one
edge of the panel frame to which it is se-
cured by suitable fastenings 8. The oppo-

site longitudinal edge portion of the plate 90
5 is bent into a flange 9 disposed at sub- =

stantially right angles to the plate and ly-
ing against the adjacent longitudinal edge

of the panel frame. The free edge portion

of the flange 9, designated 10, is bent to lie 95

at substantially right angles to the part 9.

and constitutes a flange extending out- =

wardly from the adjacent edge of the panel
frame and at the back thereof. The por-
tion 9 of the metal plate is secured to the:
vooden frame by suitable fastenings, one
of which has-been shown at 11 in Figure

3 of the drawings. .
A plurality of panels are mounted upon a

bill-board frame as shown in Figures 1, 2

and 4, wherein it will be seen that this bill- .

" board frame includes posts or uprights 1

having their lower ends planted in the
ground or otherwise secured or anchored to:
a support. The posts 12 are connected by a

100
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pluraiity of horizontal cross bars such as

“indicated at 13, 14, and 15 in Figure 4 of

10

15

20

the drawings. This main bill-board frame
may be braced in any suitable manner, a
portion of a brace being shown at 16 in Fig-

‘ure 4 of the drawings. :

A plurality of the present poster panels
are successively applied to the front of the
bill-board frame and are secured at their
tops and bottoms to the upper and lower
stringers or cross members 13 and 15 of the
bill-board frame by suitable fastenings 17
driven- through the top and bottom cross

_bars of the panel frames and into the mem-

bers 13 and 15. Adjacent panel sections are
assembled as best illustrated in- Figures 3
and 5, the flange 10 being at the back of the

-structure and overlapping and closing the

joint between adjacent poster panels, where-
by a weather tight joint is provided and the
panels arve braced throughout their meeting

" edges.

After the several panels have been secured
m place, a molding 18 is applied at the top,
bottom and opposite sides of the bill-board,
and cap strips or box members 19 are suit-
ably secured in place around the molding,

- whereby the entire structure is braced and

35
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given an attractive and ornamental appear-
ance. It will of course be understood, as
best shown in Figure 4 of the drawings, that
the molding 18 covers the heads of the fas-
tenings 17 which secure the poster panels to
the bill-board frame and also cover the fas-

‘tenings 6 employed to secure the metal plates

or sheets 5 to the poster panel frames. It
will now be understood that the front ex-
posed faces of the poster panels lie in the
same plane and constitute the front of the
bill-board and or.which signs may be paint-

- ed and, paper posters pasted. The edges of

successive poster panels come close together
and there are no exposed nail-heads on the
front faces of the panels, and consequently
the panels present a smooth and unobstructed
surface for facilitating the operation of
scraping off old posters and cleaning the
front faces of the panels. The sectional fea-~

1,662,140

ture of the bill-board of course enables the
convenient dismantling as well as setting up
of the bill-board, thereby providing 2 port-
able bill-board capable of being conveniently

50

set up, taken down and again se{ up in some

other position or locality, _
From the foregoing explanation, and by

85

reference to Figures 2 and 3, it will be un-

derstood that the bill-board has a fiush front

face and is made up of a plurality of dupli-

cate poster panels. Furthermore, the flange
10 is transversely straight and enables the
convenient assemblage of the panels in edge-
wise abutted relation. ’

What is claimed is:

1. ‘A bill-board having a flush f;vont face’

and made up of a plurality of duplicate
poster panels, abutted edge to edge each
panel consisting of a skeleton frame and a

60
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metal sheet secured to the frame and having

one edge portion formed into a transversely
straight flange extending across the back of
and covering the joint between adjacent
poster panels.

2. A poster panel for bill boards com-
prising a skeleton frame and a metal sheet
extending over one face of the frame and
having one edge portion bent across one
edge of the frame and then bent outwardly
into a transversely straight flange project-

70

ing from and beyond said edge of the frame .

at the back thereof and in substantial par-
allelism with the body of the sheet. =~

3. A poster panel for bill boards com-
prising a skeleton frame and a metal sheet
extending over one face of the frame and
having one edge portion ibent across one
edge of the frame and then bent outwardly

86
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into a transversely straight flange projecting

from and beyond said edge of the frame at

the back thereof and in substantial parallel-
ism with the body of the sheet the opposite

edge of the metal sheet being bent around

90

the adjacent edge of the frame, and fas- .

tenings securing the sheet to peripheral edge
portions of the frame, . o
RICHARD L. BIRD. -

- HEBER C. JEX.



