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To all whom it may concern: , 
Be it known that I, GEORGBENICKE, a sub 

ject of the Emperor of Germany, and a resi 
dent of Neumünster, in the Empire of Ger 
many, have invented a new and useful Ap 
paratus to be Fixed to House-Doors for Re 
ceiving and Retaining Goods, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

a self-closing receptacle to be fixed to the 
house-door, and which when empty can be 
readily opened by any person to insert an ar 
ticle, but which when released automatically 
closes, and if an article has been inserted is 
locked in its closed position by a suitable 
catch actuated by the weight of the article, 
and so long as the article remains in the re 
ceptacle can only be reopened when the 
house-door itself is open, so that the article 
can only be removed by a person from inside 
the house, and which when the article has 
been removed can again be opened by any 
person. 
In the herein-annexed drawings, Figure lis 

a vertical and longitudinal Section, Fig. 2 a. 
vertical and cross-section, and Fig. 3 the top 
view, of this apparatus. 
In this apparatus, constructed according to 

this invention, a semi-cylindrical box c is 
rovided with a semi-cylindrical cover d, 

which can be rotated by hand round the piv 
ots t t within the box between its bottom 
and a false bottom g, but which is normally 
forced into its closed position by a spring f, 
attached at one end to the box c and at the 
other to a pin fixed to the cover d. 

The box c is attached by a bracket l to the 
door-handle, so that when the door is opened 
it can be revolved round the handle, but when 
the door is closed is fixed by the door-jamb 
or other suitable part. 
hinged at h to the box c and pressed upward 
by a spring , so that usually the cover d can 
be passed between it and the bottom of the 
box c. but when the false bottom g is de 
pressed by the weight of an article a projec 
tion m. On it, catching the shoulder in of the 
cover d, prevents the cover d from being 
opened. The article is removed by opening 
the door and revolving the whole apparatus 
about the door-handle through one hundred 
and eighty degrees, so that the article falls 
onto the cover d, which can then again be re 
volved between the bottom of box c and false 
bottom g to remove the article. 
What I claim is 
In an apparatus to be fixed to house-doors 

for receiving and retaining goods, the combi 
nation of the semi-cylindrical box c, attached 
by the bracket l to the door-handle, with the 
cover doscillating round the pivots it, the 
Spring f, and the false bottom g, pressed up 
ward by spring i and having a projection m. 
catching the shoulder n, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

GEORG BiNICKE. 

Witnesses: 
WILH. DIBBERN, 
WILH.M. DüFFERT. 
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