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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PATRICK T. DUNN, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Cedar Rapids, in the county of Linn and 
State of Iowa, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Hitching-Posts, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in hitching posts. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a hitching post for animals which 
when not in use may be disposed within a 
casing arranged below the surface of the 
ground. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a casing to receive the post of a 
construction which will permit the post to 
be readily lifted but which will retard its 
return movement to prevent damage to the 
post and the casing. 
In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective 

view showing the post arranged within the 
casing; Fig. 2 is a perspective view illust'at 
ing the post in elevated position: Fig. 3 is : 
section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1: Fig. 4 is a 
vertical elevation showing one section of 
the casing; Fig. 5 is a vertical elevation 
showing the interior of the other section of 
the casing and the post in elevated position; 
and Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of the 
post in disassembled relation. 

In the drawings 10 designates the cylin 
drical casing which is formed in sections, 
each of which is provided with lugs 10. 
The two sections are bolted together, the sec 
tions being formed adjacent their base with 
semi-circular flanges 11. These flanges re 
inforce the base and provide a stop for the 
post which is disposed for longitudinal 
movement within the casing. The casing 10 
is inserted within the ground, being pro 
vided at its upper end with the annular 
tapered member 12, the surface 13 of which 
is on a level with the ground. The tapered 
wall 14 of the member 12 forms a Seat for 
the cap of the post. The casing is formed 
interiorly with the vertically disposed 
groove 15 which extends from the base of 
the casing to a point adjacent its upper end. 
The groove is then curved and communicates 
with the groove 17, the wall 18 of which lies 
parallel with the wall of the groove 15. A 
socket 19 is formed by the converging 
grooves 17 and 20, the apex 21 formed by 
the straight wall 18 of the groove 17 and 
the obliquely disposed wall 22 of the groove 
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20 being disposed out of vertical aliement 
with the socket 19. The groove 20 extends 
toward the upper end of the casing and com 
municates with the sinuous groove 23 which 
is disposed throughout the length of the 
'asing and communicates adjacent the base 
of the casing with the vertical groove 15. 
The groove 23 branches at the point 25, the 
portion 26 of said groove extending to the 
Upper end of the casing. 
The post 27 is cylindrical, being formed 

at its lipper end with the head 28 which is 
leveled at 29. The post 27 and the head 28 
may be joined in any desired manner, pref 
erably by a screw connection such as shown 
at 29'. This head seats within the tapered 
In ember which is secured to the top of the 
casing, the end portion of the head being 
flush with the end portion of the tapered 
member when the post is disposed within the 
casing. The head is provided with a bail 
30, the vertically extending portions 31 of 
said bail being disposed within openings 32 
formed in the head, a portion of the head 
being removed as at 33 to alloy the bill to 
be conveniently lifted. This bail may be 
lifted in order to raise the post, and provides 
an attaching means for the snap hook or 
other securing device which is supported by 
a chain secured to the bridle of the animal. 
The post adjacent its base is provided 

with a pin or projection 34 which is dis 
posed to ride within the grooves of the cas 
ing. In raising the post the projection 34 
travels in the vertical groove 15. When the 
projection near's a point adjacent the upper 
end of the casing the same enters the groove 
16, traveling to the end of said groove. The 
post is then released, the end 36 of the 
groove 16 being disposed out of vertical 
alinement with the groove 15, the pin, as 
the post descends entering the Socket 19. 
When it is desired to replace the post in the 
casing the same is lifted, the curved groove 
$20 directing the movement of the pin toward 
the upper terminal of the groove 23, the 
apex of the triangle formed by the grooves 
17 and 20 being disposed out of vertical 
alinement with the socket 19 deflecting the 
pin toward the slot 23 instead of the groove 
17. The post may then be released, gradu 
ally descending within the casing, its down 
ward movement being retarded by the sinu 
ous groove 23. As the pin nears the lower 
end of the casing the sinuous groove 23 will 
bring the pin in alinement with the vertical 
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2 

groove 15, thus positioning the pin at a 
point where the post need not be manipu 
lated to bring the pin in alinement with the 
groove 15. When it is desired to remove 
the post for the purpose of cleaning the 
casing the post is raised in a manner here 
tofore described, being allowed to descend 
to the point where the groove 23 is forked, 
being then raised the pin traveling in the 
portion 26 of said groove which extends to 
the upper end of the casing, the post in this 
manner being conveniently removed with 
out removing the casing from the ground. 
The many advantages of a construction 

of this character will be clearly apparent as 
it will be noted that the post may be readily 
raised and supported in raised position and 
that in assuming its position within the cas 
ing its downward movement is so retarded 
as to prevent damage to the casing or to the 
post. It will be noted that if the post be 
raised and the same released before the pin 
enters the groove 16, the flange 11 will re 
ceive the impact of the blow, preventing 
damage to the casing. 
Having described the invention, what I 

claim is: 
1. A hitching post comprising a casing, a 

post disposed for vertical movement within 
the casing, said casing being provided in 
teriorly with a vertically disposed groove, a 
pin carried by said post, said pin disposed 
to extend within said groove, a socket 
formed in the casing adjacent the upper ter 
minal thereof and communicating with said 
groove, said casing being provided with a 
sinuous groove which communicates with 
said socket. 

2. A hitching post comprising a casing, a 
post disposed for vetrical movement within 
the casing, a pin carried by said post, said 
casing being formed interiorly with a 
straight groove which communicates with a 
socket adjacent the upper terminal of the 
casing, and a sinuous groove which commu 
nicates with said socket and the lower ter 
minal of the straight groove. 

3. A hitching post comprising a casing, a 
post disposed for vertical movement within 
the casing, a pin carried by said post, said 
casing being formed interiorly with a 
straight groove which communicates with a 
Socket adjacent the upper end of the casing, 
and a sinuous groove which communicates 
with said socket and with the straight 
groove adjacent the lower terminal of the 
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casing, said sinuous groove being continued 
above said socket to the upper end of the 
casing. 

4. A hitching post comprising a casing, a 
post disposed for vertical movement within 
the casing, a pin carried by said post, said 
casing being formed interiorly with grooves, 
said pin extending within Said grooves, one of 
Said grooves permitting the post to be moved 
vertically in a straight line, the other groove 
causing the post to rotate to retard its re 
turn movement, there being a socket pro 
vided in the casing adjacent its upper end 
with which said grooves communicate. 

5. A hitching post comprising a casing, a 
post disposed for vertical movement within 
the casing, said casing being formed inte 
riorly with grooves, a projection carried by 
the post and disposed to extend within the 
grooves, one of the grooves being Substan 
tially straight and the other sinuous, the 
grooves being connected in a manner 
whereby the projection of the post travels 
in the straight groove as the post is raised 
and in the sinuous groove as the post is low 
ered. 

6. A hitching post comprising a casing, a 
post disposed for vertical movement within 
the casing, said casing being formed inte 
liorly with grooves, a projection carried 
by the post and disposed to extend within 
the grooves, one of the grooves being sub 
stantially straight and the other sinuous, 
the grooves being connected in a manner 
whereby the projection of the post travels in 
the straight groove as the post is raised and 
in the sinuous groove as the post is lowered, 
the straight groove terminating at a point 
adjacent the top of the casing, the sinuous 
groove being formed with a branch which 
extends to the top of the casing. 

7. A hitching post comprising telescoping 
members, one of which constitutes the casing 
and the other the post, one of the members 
being formed with grooves and the other 
with a projection disposed to enter the 
grooves, the grooves permitting the post to 
move freely when it is raised and retarding 
its downward movement. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

PATRICK T. DUNN. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

ANTHONY TLUSTY, 
CHAs. M. McHUGH. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Bateats. 
Washington, 3). C.' - 
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