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(57) ABSTRACT 

An electronic device includes a printed circuit board, a con 
nector mounted on the printed circuit board, and a case hous 
ing the printed circuit board. The connector includes a hous 
ing and a plurality of terminals arranged in the housing. The 
case has an opening portion on one side thereof and the 
housing covers the opening portion. The case includes a wall 
having a case-side fixing part and a case-side engaging part at 
a portion adjacent to the opening portion. The housing has a 
housing-side fixing part and a housing-side engaging part. 
The case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fixing 
part for fixing the housing to the case. The case-side engaging 
part engages with the housing-side engaging part for restrict 
ing the portion of the case adjacent to the opening portion 
from separating from the housing. 

28 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICE INCLUDING 

PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARD, CONNECTOR 
AND CASE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

The present application is based on and claims priority to 
Japanese Patent Application No. 2007-241481 filed on Sep. 
18, 2007, the contents of which are incorporated in their 
entirety herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an electronic device 
including a printed circuit board, a connector mounted on the 
printed circuit board, and a casing housing the printed circuit 
board therein. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
In a conventional electronic device, a printed circuit board 

is housed in a case having an opening portion, and a housing 
of a connector mounted on the printed circuitboard covers the 
opening portion of the case. 

For example, in an electronic control device disclosed in 
JP-A-2005-160207, a case has an approximately rectangular 
box shape and has an opening portion at one sidewall. Each of 
two sidewalls located on opposite sides of the one sidewall 
has a fixing hole. A connector has two fixing projections each 
engaging with corresponding one of the fixing holes. 
Thereby, a unit body including the connector is fixed to the 
case. Furthermore, the one sidewall having the opening por 
tion has engaging ribs protruding to an outside of the case and 
the connector has engaging grooves. Each of the engaging 
ribs is lifted into corresponding one of the engaging grooves. 
Thereby, the two sidewalls are restricted from opening toward 
the outside of the case. As a result, the engagements of the 
fixing holes and the fixing projections are restricted from 
being released. 

In the present electronic device, center portions of the two 
sidewalls in a longitudinal direction of the two sidewalls may 
warp toward the outside of the case due to a change in a 
temperature. The engaging ribs and the engaging projections 
are difficult to restrict the warps of the two sidewalls. Thus, 
the engagements of the fixing holes and the fixing projections 
are possibly released. 

In an electronic device disclosed in Japanese Patent No. 
3.769.460, a case has an approximately rectangular box shape 
and one side of the case opens to provide an opening portion. 
The case has first fixing parts (holes) adjacent to the opening 
portion. A housing of a connector has second fixing parts 
(projections) adjacent to the opening portion. The opening 
portion is covered with the housing in a state where each of 
the second fixing parts engages with corresponding one of the 
first engaging parts. The opening portion is deformed to have 
an arcuate shape before the housing is inserted therein. By 
inserting the housing into the opening portion, the shape of 
the opening portion is adjusted so as to strengthen the engage 
ments of the first fixing parts and the second fixing parts. 

In the present electronic device, the shape of the opening 
portion may be deformed and/or sidewalls may warp due to a 
change in the temperature. Thus, the engagements of the first 
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2 
engaging parts and the second engaging parts are possibly 
released due to the deformation of the opening portion or the 
warps of the sidewalls. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the foregoing problems, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide an electronic device that includes 
a case and a connector fixed to each other with a high degree 
of certainty. 

According to a first aspect of the invention, an electronic 
device includes a printed circuit board, a case, and a connec 
tor. The printed circuit board has an electronic element and a 
plurality of lands. The case has an approximately rectangular 
tubular shape and one end of the approximately rectangular 
tubular shape opens to provide an opening portion from 
which the printed circuit board is inserted into the case. The 
connector includes a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing. The housing covers the opening 
portion of the case and defines an inner space. Each of the 
plurality of terminals has two end portions. One end portion 
of the each of the plurality of terminals extends from the 
housing and is coupled with corresponding one of the plural 
ity of lands. The other end portion of the each of the plurality 
of terminals extends from the housing toward the inner space. 
The case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and a 
case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the opening 
portion. The housing has a housing-side fixing part and a 
housing-side engaging part at a surface facing the wall of the 
case. The case-side fixing partis one of a fixing projection and 
a fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other one 
of the fixing projection and the fixing hole. The case-side 
fixing part engages with the housing-side fixing part for fixing 
the case and the housing to each other. The case-side engaging 
part is one of an engaging projection and an engaged section 
and the housing-side engaging part is the other one of the 
engaging projection and the engaged section. The case-side 
engaging part engages with the housing-side engaging part 
for restricting the portion of the case adjacent to the opening 
portion from separating from the housing. 

In the present electronic device, the case and the connector 
can be fixed to each other at a high degree of certainty due to 
the engagement of the case-side engaging part and the hous 
ing-side engaging part in addition to the engagement of the 
case-side fixing part and the housing-side fixing part. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Additional objects and advantages of the present invention 
will be more readily apparent from the following detailed 
description of preferred embodiments when taken together 
with the accompanying drawings. In the drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an electronic con 
trol device according to a first embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the electronic 
control device taken along line II-II in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the electronic 
control device taken along line III-III in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a fixing hole, a 
fixing projection, and a spring groove; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating an engaging pro 
jection and a cutting section; 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the engaging 
projection and the cutting section taken along line VI-VI in 
FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a plan view illustrating a longitudinal end portion 
of a housing: 
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FIG. 8 is a plan view illustrating a connector viewed from 
an upper wall side of a case; 

FIG.9 is a plan view illustrating the connector viewed from 
a side where an external connector is fitted with: 

FIG. 10 is a plan view illustrating the connector viewed 
from a side where a printed circuit board is coupled to: 

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a transmit 
tance of a stress generated at a time when the electronic 
control device is fitted with the external connector; 

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a transmit 
tance of a stress generated at a time when an electronic control 
device according to a comparative example is fitted with the 
external connector; 

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the electronic 
control device according to the comparative example in 
which engagements of the fixing projections and the fixing 
holes are released; 

FIG. 14 is a perspective view illustrating an electronic 
control device according to a first modification of the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 15 is a plan view illustrating an electronic control 
device according to a second modification of the first embodi 
ment, 

FIG. 16 is a perspective view illustrating an electronic 
control device according to a third modification of the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 17 is a perspective view illustrating an electronic 
control device according to a fourth modification of the first 
embodiment; 

FIG. 18 is a perspective view illustrating an electronic 
control device according to a second embodiment of the 
invention; 

FIG. 19A is a cross-sectional view illustrating a cutting 
section and an engaging projection according to the second 
embodiment and 

FIG. 19B is a cross-sectional view illustrating the cutting 
section and the engaging projection taken along line XIXB 
XIXB in FIG. 19A: 

FIG. 20 is a plan view illustrating an electronic control 
device according to a third embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 21 is a plan view illustrating the electronic control 
device according to the third embodiment at a time when a 
clearance is generated between a housing and a case; 

FIG. 22 is a perspective view illustrating a cutting section 
and an engaging projection according to the third embodi 
ment, 

FIG. 23 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the cutting 
section and the engaging projection taken along line XXIII 
XXIII in FIG. 22: 

FIG. 24 is a cross-sectional view illustrating an electronic 
control device according to another modification; and 

FIG. 25 is a cross-sectional view illustrating an electronic 
control device according to another modification. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

First Embodiment 

An electronic control device 100 according to a first 
embodiment of the invention will be described with reference 
to FIG. 1-FIG. 13. The electronic control device 100 has a 
non-waterproof structure and can be suitably used for an 
electronic control device disposed in a vehicle, for example, 
for an engine electronic control unit (engine ECU). 
The electronic control device 100 includes a printed circuit 

board 10, a case 30, and a connector 50. The case 30 houses 
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4 
the printed circuit board 10 therein. The case 30 has an open 
ing portion 34 on one side thereof. The connector 50 is 
mounted on the printed circuit board 10 and covers the open 
ing portion 34 of the case 30. 
The printed circuit board 10 has an approximately rectan 

gular plate shape. The printed circuitboard 10 has wirings and 
via holes for coupling the wirings. The wirings include lands 
functioning as electrodes. On the printed circuit board 10. 
electronic elements (not shown) including a microcomputer, 
a power transistor, a resistor, and a capacitor are mounted. 
The connector 50 is mounted on the printed circuit board 10 
as one of the electronic elements. The connector 50 is con 
figured to electrically couple the printed circuit board 10 and 
an external connector. The connector 50 includes a housing 
51 and a plurality of terminals 52. Each of the terminals 52 are 
coupled with corresponding one of the lands through a solder. 
The printed circuit board 10 may be made of thermoplastic 
resin, thermosetting resin, ceramics, or a complex of glass 
(e.g., glass fabric) and resin, for example. The number of 
layer of the printed circuit board 10 is not limited. 
The case 30 houses the printed circuitboard 10 therein. The 

case 30 may be made of aluminum die casting, press working, 
or resin molding, for example. The case 30 has an approxi 
mately rectangular box shape defined by an upper wall 32, a 
lower wall 33 facing the upper wall 32, and three sidewalls 31 
located between the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33. Each 
of the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33 is larger than each 
of the sidewalls 31. The upper wall 32, the lower wall 33 and 
two of the sidewalls 31 define the opening portion 34 on an 
opposite side of the other one of the sidewall 31. Now, the 
sidewall 31 located on an opposite side of the opening portion 
34 is called a rear wall 31a. The printed circuit board 10 is 
inserted into the case 30 from the opening portion 34 toward 
the rear wall 31a. As illustrated in FIG. 4, an open edge 35 of 
the case 30 that defines the opening portion 34 has a taper 
shape so that the printed circuit board 10 can be easily 
inserted into the case 30. 
The case 30 has at least one case-side fixing part at a 

portion adjacent to the opening portion34. That is, at least one 
of the upper wall 32, the lower wall 33, and the two sidewalls 
31 adjacent to the opening portion 34 has the case-side fixing 
part at the portion adjacent to the opening portion 34. The 
case-side fixing part engages with a housing-side fixing part 
formed at the housing 51 so that the case 30 and the housing 
51 are fixed to each other in a direction approximately per 
pendicular to an engaging direction of the fixing parts. In the 
present embodiment, each of the upper wall 32 and the lower 
wall 33 has a fixing hole 36 at a middle portion in a longitu 
dinal direction of the housing 51 as an example of the case 
side fixing part. Each of the fixing holes 36 has an approxi 
mately rectangular cross-sectional shape. In addition, each of 
the upper wall32 and the lower wall 33 has a spring groove 37 
adjacent to corresponding one of the fixing holes 36. Each of 
the spring grooves 37 has an approximately U-shape and 
extends from an inner Surface to an outer Surface of the case 
30. Thus, a portion between each of the fixing holes 36 and 
corresponding one of the spring grooves 37 becomes a spring 
section. In the present embodiment, each of the fixing holes 
36 is a through hole, as an example. Each of the fixing holes 
36 may be also a blind hole that does not extend to the outer 
surface of the case 30. 
At least one of the walls having the case-side fixing part has 

a case-side engaging part so that the portion of the case 30 
adjacent to the opening portion 34 does not separate from the 
housing 51 in the engaging direction of the fixing parts. That 
is, the case-side engaging part is provided for restricting the 
engagement of the fixing parts from being released. In the 
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present embodiment, each of the upper wall 32 and the lower 
wall 33 has two cutting sections 38 as an example of the 
case-side engaging part. Each of the cutting sections 38 has an 
approximately rectangular shape and extends from the open 
edge 35 of the case 30toward the rear wall 31a in the inserting 
direction of the printed circuit board 10. The two cutting 
sections 38 of each of the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33 
are arranged to be line symmetry with respect to the fixing 
hole 36 of the each of the upper wall32 and the lower wall 33. 
An edge portion 39 of each of the cutting sections 38 includes 
a base part 39a and a taper part 39b. The base part 39a is 
located from the inner surface of the case 30 to a predeter 
mined distance from the inner surface. The base part 39a has 
a substantially constant width. The taper part 39b is located 
from a boundary with the base part 39a to the outer surface of 
the case 30. A width of the taper part 39b increases from the 
boundary with the base part 39a to the outer surface of the 
case 30. 
As illustrated in FIG. 7, the case 30 has contact portions 40 

at the inner surface thereof. The terminals 52 extend from a 
rear surface 56 of the housing 51 toward the land. In a state 
where the case-side fixing part and the housing-side fixing 
part engage with each other, each of the contact portions 40 is 
in contact with corresponding one of longitudinal end por 
tions 56a of the rear surface 56. For example, the case 30 has 
step portions to provide the contact portions 40. The contact 
portions 40 may be also protruding portions that protrude 
from the inner surface of the case 30 toward inside. The 
contact portions 40 may have other shape as long as the 
contact portions 40 can function as stoppers. 
As illustrated in FIG. 2, the rear wall 31a has a holding 

groove 41 at an inner surface thereof so as to hold an end of the 
printed circuit board 10 on the rear wall side, i.e., a rear end of 
the printed circuit board 10. In addition, as illustrated in FIG. 
3, each of the two sidewalls 31 adjacent to the opening portion 
34 has a guide groove 42 at an inner Surface thereof. The guide 
grooves 42 are configured to guide the printed circuit board 
10 to the rear wall side of the case 30. 

For example, the holding groove 41 extends from one end 
to the other end of the rear wall 31a in the longitudinal 
direction of the housing 51. In a thickness direction of the 
printed circuit board 10, the holding groove 41 has a substan 
tially constant width. Each of the longitudinal ends of the 
holding groove 41 communicates with corresponding one of 
the guide grooves 42. In the thickness direction of the printed 
circuit board 10, a width of each of the guide grooves 42 
decreases toward the rear wall side of the case 30. The width 
of the holding groove 41 and the width of each of the guide 
grooves 42 at the communicating portions with the holding 
groove 41 are substantially equal to or slightly greater than a 
thickness of the printed circuit board 10. Thus, the width of 
each of the guide grooves 42 is larger than the thickness of the 
printed circuit board 10 at a portion adjacent to a front end of 
the printed circuit board 10 located on an opposite side of the 
rear end. At the portion adjacent to the front end, the terminals 
52 of the connector 50 are coupled with the lands. Thus, the 
printed circuit board 10 is away from the guide grooves 42 at 
the portion adjacent to the front end. Thereby, a stress gener 
ated at a time when the connector 50 is coupled with the 
external connector can be released from the rear end of the 
printed circuit board 10 to the case 30 without concentrating 
at coupling portions of the terminals 52 and the lands of the 
printed circuit board 10. Thus, the connectivity of the termi 
nals 52 with the lands can be improved. 
The connector 50 includes the housing 51 and the terminals 

52 arranged in the housing 51. The housing 51 is made of an 
insulating material. The terminals 52 are made of a conduc 
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6 
tive material. The connector 50 is mounted on the portion of 
the printed circuit board 10 adjacent to the front end. 
The housing 51 is configured to cover the opening portion 

34 of the case 30. As illustrated in FIG.1, FIG. 2, and FIG.10, 
a portion of the housing 51 disposed in the case 30 has an 
approximately rectangular contour corresponding to an 
approximately rectangular opening portion 34 defined by the 
open edge 35. In addition, as illustrated in FIG. 1, FIG.9, and 
FIG. 10, another portion of the housing 51 that is in contact 
with the open edge 35 and is exposed to an outside of the case 
30 has an approximately rectangular contour corresponding 
to the approximately rectangular opening portion 34. The 
housing 51 has a protruding portion 53 that protrudes to the 
outside with respect to the portion of the housing 51 disposed 
in the case 30. For example, the protruding portion 53 has a 
ring shape so that the protruding portion 53 is in contact with 
the whole circumference of the open edge 35 of the case 30 in 
a state where the case-side fixing part and the housing-side 
fixing part engage with each other. 
The housing 51 has the housing-side fixing part corre 

sponding to the case-side fixing part. The housing-side fixing 
part is located on an outer surface of the housing 51 on the rear 
end side with respect to the protruding portion 53. For 
example, as illustrated in FIG. 1, FIG. 2, FIG.4, FIG. 7, FIG. 
8, and FIG. 10, the housing 51 has fixing projections 54 that 
correspond to the fixing holes 36 provided at the upper wall 
32 and the lower wall 33. As illustrated in FIG. 4, each of the 
fixing projections 54 has an approximately rectangular shape. 
In addition, each of the fixing projections 54 has a taper part 
54b on the rear end side thereof. A thickness of the taper part 
54b decreases toward the rear end side. Thereby, when the 
printed circuitboard 10 is inserted into the case 30, the fixing 
projections 54 can be easily engaged with the fixing holes 36. 

Furthermore, the housing 51 has the housing-side engag 
ing part corresponding to the case-side engaging part. The 
housing-side engaging part is located on the outer Surface of 
the housing 51 on the rear end side with respect to the pro 
truding portion 53. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 1, FIG. 
5, FIG. 6-FIG. 8, and FIG. 10, the housing 51 has engaging 
projections 55. Each of the engaging projections 55 is 
inserted into corresponding one of the cutting sections 38 
provided at the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33. The 
engaging projections 55 communicate with the protruding 
portion 53 of the housing 51 and extend in the inserting 
direction of the printed circuit board 10. As illustrated in FIG. 
6, the portion of the housing 51 disposed in the case 30 has a 
flat surface 51a. Each of the engaging projections 55 pro 
trudes from the flat surface 51a and has an approximately 
T-shape in cross section. Each of the engaging projections 55 
has a base part 55a and a taper part 55b. The base part 55a is 
provided from the flat surface 51a to the boundary between 
the base part39a and the taper part39b of the edge portion 39 
of the cutting section 38. A width of the base part 55a of the 
engaging projection 55 is less than the width of the base part 
39a. The taper part 55b of the engaging projection 55 is 
provided on an opposite side of the flat surface 51a with 
respect to the base part 55a. A width of the taper part 55b 
increases toward the opposite side of the flat surface 51a. The 
taper part 55b engages with the taper part 39b of the edge 
portion 39 of the cutting section 38. In a state where the case 
30 is not deformed, an outer Surface of each of the engaging 
projections 55 and the outer surface of the case 30 (e.g., an 
outer surface 32a of the upper wall 32 in FIG. 6) are located 
in the approximately same plane. In addition, as illustrated in 
FIG. 5, each of the engaging projections 55 has a flat end 55c 
on the rear end side of the printed circuit board 10. In a state 
where the case-side fixing part and the housing-side fixing 
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part engage with each other and the protruding portion 53 is in 
contact with the open edge 35 of the case 30, the flat end 55c 
of each of the engaging projections 55 is in contact with the 
edge portion 39 of corresponding one of the cutting sections 
38. 
A protruding height of each of the engaging projections 55 

from the flat surface 51a of the housing 51 may be higher than 
a protruding height of each of the fixing projections 54 from 
the flat surface 51a. In the present case, in a state where the 
case-side engage part and the housing-side engage part 
engage with each other, each of the fixing projections 54 can 
be easily engaged with corresponding one of the fixing holes 
36. 
One end portion of each of the terminals 52 extends from 

the rear surface 56 of the housing 51 and is coupled with 
corresponding one of the lands through the Solder. As illus 
trated in FIG.7-FIG. 11, the terminals 52 include first termi 
nals 52a, second terminals 52b, and at least one third terminal 
52c, e.g., three third terminals 52c. The first terminals 52a and 
the second terminals 52 have an electric coupling function 
between the printed circuit board 10 and the connector 50. 
One end portion of each of the first terminals 52a and the 
second terminals 52b extends from the rear surface 56 of the 
housing 51 and is electrically and mechanically coupled with 
corresponding one of the lands of the printed circuit board 10 
through the solder. The other end portion of each of the first 
terminals 52a and the second terminals 52b extends from the 
opposite surface of the rear surface 56 toward an inner space 
defined by the housing 51. The other end portion of each of 
the first terminals 52a and the second terminals 52b is con 
figured to be electrically coupled with the external connector. 
The third terminals 52c do not have an electric coupling 
function between the connector 50 and the printed circuit 
board 10. The third terminals 52c are provided for improving 
the connectivity of the connector 50 with the printed circuit 
board 10. 

The terminals 52 are arranged in the housing 51 in a ZigZag 
manner in the longitudinal direction of the housing 51. In 
addition, the terminals 52 are arranged in a plurality of rows 
in a direction perpendicular to an upper Surface of the printed 
circuit board 10, i.e., in the thickness direction of the printed 
circuitboard 10. In the terminals 52, the first terminals 52a are 
signal terminals for transmitting signals. The second termi 
nals 52b, which are thicker than the first terminals 52a, are 
power terminals for transmitting electricity from a power 
element. For example, the first terminals 52a are arranged in 
four rows in the direction perpendicular to the upper surface 
of the printed circuit board 10. For example, the second 
terminals 52b are arranged in two rows in the direction per 
pendicular to the upper surface of the printed circuitboard 10. 
The connector 50 has first terminal blocks 57 and second 
terminal blocks 58 arranged in the longitudinal direction of 
the housing 51. In the first terminal blocks 57, only the first 
terminals 52a are arranged. In the second terminal blocks 58, 
the first terminals 52a and the second terminals 52b are 
arranged. For example, in the longitudinal direction of the 
housing 51, two first terminal blocks 57 are arranged between 
two second terminal blocks 58. Separating walls 59 are 
respectively disposed between adjacent the first terminal 
blocks 57 and the second terminal blocks 58. Thereby, adja 
cent terminal blocks 57 and 58 are separated from each other 
and four terminal ports are provided. The terminal ports are 
electrically coupled with external devices related to the 
engine, for example. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the fixing projections 54 and the 

engaging projections 55 are formed on the outer Surface of the 
housing 51 in Such a manner that the fixing projections 54 and 
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8 
the engaging projections 55 are located on respective lines 
extended from the separating walls 59. In the three separating 
walls 59, the engaging projections 55 are located on the 
respective lines extended from two separating walls 59 
located on both longitudinal end sides of the housing 51. The 
fixing projections 54 are located on the line extended from the 
center separating walls 59 located between the two end sepa 
rating walls 59. 
The third terminals 52c are reinforcing terminals. Each of 

the third terminals 52c extends from the rear surface 56 of the 
housing 51 and is mechanically coupled with corresponding 
one of the lands. For example, two third terminals 52c are 
located on the both longitudinal end sides of the housing 51 
with respect to the two second terminals blocks 58. One third 
terminal 52c is located between the first terminal blocks 57. 
The whole terminals 52 have a surface mounting structure. 
Thus, the terminals 52 are electrically and mechanically 
coupled with the lands disposed on the upper surface of the 
printed circuit board 10. 
An exemplary assembling process of the electronic control 

device 100 will now be described. At first, the connector 50 is 
mounted on the printed circuit board 10. Because the termi 
nals 52 have the surface mounting structure, the terminals 52 
are soldered with the corresponding lands by a reflow pro 
cess. When the connector 50 is mounted on the printed circuit 
board 10, the other electronic elements (not shown) are also 
mounted. 

Then, the rear end of the printed circuit board 10, which is 
located on the opposite side of the portion where the connec 
tor 50 is mounted, is inserted into the case 30. At the present 
time, the printed circuitboard 10 is guided to the rear wall 31a 
by the guide grooves 42 provided at the sidewalls 31 adjacent 
to the opening portion 34. When the rear end of the printed 
circuit board 10 is inserted into the holding groove 41 or when 
a part of the rear end is inserted into the holding groove 41 
while leaving an insertion margin, each of the engaging pro 
jections 55 engages with the edge portion 39 of the corre 
sponding one of the cutting sections 38. When the printed 
circuitboard 10 is further inserted toward the rear wall side in 
a state where each of the engaging projections 55 engages 
with the edge portion 39 of corresponding one of the cutting 
sections 38, each of the fixing projections 54 engages with 
corresponding one of the fixing holes 36. In addition, the open 
edge 35 of the case 30 comes into contact with the protruding 
portion 53 of the housing 51, and the longitudinal end por 
tions 56a of the rear surface 56 of the housing 51 come into 
contact with the contact portions 40 formed on the inner 
surface of the case 30. Thereby, the printed circuitboard 10 is 
housed in the case 30 having the approximately rectangular 
box shape and the opening portion 34 of the case 30 is covered 
with the housing 51 of the connector 50 mounted on the 
printed circuit board 10. 

In the present electronic control device, the fixing holes 36 
that configurate the case-side fixing parts and the cutting 
sections 38 that configurate the case-side engaging parts are 
provided at the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33. In 
addition, the engaging projections 55 are formed in the hous 
ing 51 so that each of the engaging projections 55 engages 
with the edge portion 39 of corresponding one of the cutting 
sections 38. Thus, even if a wall of the case 30 having a 
case-side fixing part, for example, the upper wall 32 warps 
convexly toward the outside of the case 30 in the vicinity of 
the opening portion 34 due to a change in a temperature, as 
illustrated by the broken line 32b in FIG. 1, the case 30 is 
restricted from separating from the housing 51 by the engage 
ments of the engaging parts configured by the cutting sections 
38 and the engaging projections 55. That is, the engagements 
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of the case-side fixing parts and the housing-side fixing parts 
are restricted from being released by the engagements of the 
case-side engaging parts and the housing-side engaging parts. 
Thus, the case 30 and the connector 50 are fixed to each other 
with a high degree of certainty. 
As a result, the warp of the case 30 is restricted and a stress 

applied to the connector 50 can be released to the case 30 in 
the vicinity of the opening portion 34. For example, even if an 
external connector 110 is lifted as illustrated by the arrows 
111 in FIG. 11 when the external connector 110 is fitted into 
the connector 50 or in a state where the external connector 
110 is fitted with the connector 50, a stress 112 applied from 
the external connector 110 to the connector 50 can be released 
to the lower wall 33 of the case 30 via portions in the vicinity 
of the opening portion 34, i.e., via the fixing parts, the engag 
ing parts, and contacting parts of the case 30 with the housing 
51. Even if the external connector 110 is pushed down as 
illustrated by the dashed arrows 113 in FIG. 11, a stress 114 
applied from the external connector 110 to the connector 50 
can be released to the upper wall 32 of the case 30 via the 
portions in the vicinity of the opening portion 34, i.e., via the 
fixing parts, the engaging parts, and the contacting parts of the 
case 30 with the housing 51. Thus, in the present electronic 
control device 100, a stress applied to the coupling portions of 
the terminals 52 with the lands can be reduced. 
An electronic control device according to a comparative 

example includes the fixing parts but does not include the 
engaging parts. In the electronic control device according to 
the comparative example, the case 30 has a possibility to warp 
due to a change in the temperature. For example, when the 
case 30 warps and a width of the open edge 35 is expanded, a 
rattle may be generated between the portion of the case 30 in 
the vicinity of the opening portion 34 and the housing 51. If 
the external connector 110 is lifted as illustrated by the arrows 
111 in FIG. 12 when the external connector 110 is fitted into 
the connector 50 or in a state where the external connector 
110 is fitted with the connector 50, the stress 112 applied from 
the external connector 110 to the connector 50 is released to 
the lower wall 33 of the case 30 via the coupling portions of 
the terminals 52 with the lands, the printed circuit board 10. 
and the holding groove 41. Thus, in the electronic control 
device according to the comparative example, the stress 
applied to the coupling portions of the terminals 52 and the 
lands is large and the connectivity of the terminals 52 with the 
lands may be reduced compared with the electronic control 
device 100 according to the present embodiment. In addition, 
in the electronic control device according to the comparative 
example, if the engagements of the fixing parts are released 
due to the warp of the case 30, the connector 50 may be pulled 
toward the opposite side of the inserting direction as illus 
trated by the arrow 115 in FIG. 13, and thereby the printed 
circuit board 10 may fallaway from the case 30. Furthermore, 
because the engagements of the fixing parts are released, if 
the external connector 110 is pushed down as illustrated by 
the dashed arrows 113, the printed circuit board 10 may 
vibrate in the case 30 as illustrated by the arrows 116. 

In the electronic control device 100, the upper wall 32 and 
the lower wall 33 that are subject to warp have the fixing holes 
36, which configurates the case-side fixing parts, and the 
cutting sections 38, which configurate the case-side engaging 
parts. Thus, the warp of the case 30 can be effectively 
restricted by the engagements of the case-side engaging parts 
and the housing-side engaging parts. In addition, because the 
upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33 that face each other have 
the case-side fixing parts and the case-side engaging parts, the 
warp of the case 30 can be effectively restricted and the case 
30 is fixed to the connector 50 with a high degree of certainty. 
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10 
Thereby, as illustrated in FIG. 11, a gouge of the connector 50 
by the case 30 can be effectively restricted. 

Because each of the case-side fixing parts is located 
between two case-side engaging parts, the engagements of 
the case-side fixing parts and the housing-side fixing parts can 
be effectively restricted from being released by the engage 
ments of the case-side engaging parts and the housing-side 
engaging parts. On each of the upper wall 32 and the lower 
wall 33, the fixing hole 36 is located at a middle portion in a 
direction approximately perpendicular to the inserting direc 
tion of the printed circuit board 10, and the two cutting sec 
tions 38, which configurate the case-side engaging parts, are 
arranged to be line symmetry with respect the fixing hole 36. 
Thus, when the case 30 is fixed to the housing 51, stresses 
generated at the two case-side engaging parts are substan 
tially equal to each other and a bias of the stress toward one of 
the engaging parts can be restricted. 
The cutting sections 38 extend from the open edge 35 of the 

case 30 toward the rear wall 31a in the inserting direction of 
the printed circuit board 10. Thus, when the printed circuit 
board 10 is inserted into the case 30, each of the engaging 
projections 55 can engage with the edge portion 39 of corre 
sponding one of the cutting sections 38 from the open edge 
35. Therefore, the electronic control device 100 can be 
assembled easily. 

In the housing 51, the separating walls 59 are located 
between adjacent terminal ports. The fixing projections 54. 
which configurate the housing-side fixing parts, and the 
engaging projections 55, which configurate the housing-side 
engaging parts, are formed on respective lines extended from 
the separating walls 59. In this way, by forming the housing 
side fixing parts and the housing-side engaging parts at rigid 
portions of the housing 51, the housing 51 is restricted from 
being deformed. 
The case 30 has the spring grooves 37 adjacent to the fixing 

holes 36 and the portions between the fixing holes 36 and the 
spring grooves 37 have a spring function. Thus, each of the 
fixing projections 54 can easily engage with corresponding 
one of the fixing holes 36 and the engagements of the fixing 
projections 54 and the fixing holes 36 are restricted from 
being released. In addition, the stress applied to the case-side 
fixing parts and the housing-side fixing parts can be reduced. 

In the electronic control device 100, the housing 51 has the 
protruding portion 53 that is in contact with the open edge 35 
of the case 30 in a state where the case-side fixing parts and 
the housing-side fixing parts engage with each other. Thus, a 
contact area of the case 30 with the connector 50 increases by 
a contact area of the open edge 35 of the case 30 with the 
protruding portion 53. Accordingly, a stress generated at a 
time when the connector 50 is fitted with the external con 
nector can be effectively released from the housing 51 to the 
case 30 through the portions of the case 30 adjacent to the 
opening portion34. Thus, the connectivity of the terminals 52 
and the lands can be improved. In addition, because the pro 
truding portion 53 is communicated with the engaging pro 
jections 55, a rigidity of the engaging projections 55 increases 
and the case 30 can be fixed to the connector 50 with a high 
degree of certainty. 
On the inner surface of the case 30, the contact portions 40 

are formed. Each of the contact portions 40 is in contact with 
corresponding one of the longitudinal end portions 56a of the 
rear surface 56 of the housing 51 in the state where the 
case-side fixing parts and the housing-side fixing parts 
engage with each other. Thus, the contact area of the case 30 
with the connector 50 increases by a contact area of the 
housing 51 with the contact portions 40. Accordingly, the 
stress generated at the time when the connector 50 is fitted 
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with the external connector can be effectively released from 
the longitudinal end portions 56a of the housing 51 to the case 
30. Thus, the connectivity of the terminals 52 with the lands 
can be improved. Thus, a gouge in the longitudinal direction 
of the housing 51 can be restricted. 

Each of the flat ends 55c of the engaging projections 55 is 
in contact with the edge portion 39 of corresponding one of 
the cutting sections 38 in the state where the case-side fixing 
parts and the housing-side fixing parts engage with each 
other. Thereby, the connectivity of the terminals 52 and the 
lands are further improved. 

In the electronic control device 100 illustrated in FIG. 
1-FIG. 11, the fixing holes 36 are provided at the upper wall 
32 and the lower wall 33. Alternatively, the fixing holes 36 
may be provided at other wall. For example, as illustrated in 
FIG. 14, the fixing holes 36 and the spring grooves 37 may be 
provided at the sidewalls 31 in addition to the upper wall 32 
and the lower wall 33. Because each of the sidewalls 31 is 
smaller than each of the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33, 
the sidewalls 31 are difficult to warp. Thus, the cutting sec 
tions 38, which configurate the case-side engaging parts, are 
not provided at the sidewalls31 in a modification illustrated in 
FIG. 14. However, the sidewalls 31 may have the case-side 
fixing parts and the engaging parts. 

In the electronic control device 100 illustrated in FIG. 
1-FIG. 11, the fixing holes 36 and the fixing projection 54 
have the approximately rectangular plane shapes. Alterna 
tively, the fixing holes 36 and the fixing projections 54 may 
have other shape as long as each of the fixing projections 54 
can engage with corresponding one of the fixing holes 36. For 
example, as illustrated in FIG. 15, the fixing holes 36 and the 
fixing projections 54 may have approximately trapezoid 
plane shapes each having a width decreasing toward the rear 
wall side. In the present case, when the printed circuit board 
10 is inserted into the case 30, narrower portions of the fixing 
projections 54 reach broader portions of the fixing holes 36 
before the broader portions of the fixing projections 54 reach. 
Thus, even if the fixing holes 36 and the fixing projections 54 
are out of alignments in the longitudinal direction of the 
housing 51, the alignments are corrected by engaging the 
fixing projections 54 with the fixing holes 36. 
The shape of the spring grooves 37 is not limited to the 

approximately U-shape. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 
15, two spring grooves 37 each having a linear shape extend 
ing from the open edge 35 toward the rear wall side may be 
arranged on opposite sides of the fixing holes 36. 

In the electronic control device 100 illustrated in FIG. 
1-FIG. 11, the case 30 have the fixing holes 36 and the 
housing 51 have the fixing projections 54, as an example. 
Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 16, the case 30, for 
example, the upper wall 32 may have a fixing projection 43 
that protrudes from an inner surface 32c thereof toward the 
housing 51 and the housing 51 may have a fixing hole 60 so 
that the fixing projection 43 can engage with the fixing hole 
60. In the present case, the fixing hole 60 may be a blind hole. 

In the electronic control device 100 illustrated in FIG. 
1-FIG. 11, the case 30 have the cutting section 38 and the 
housing 51 have the engaging projections 55, as an example. 
Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 17, the case 30, for 
example, the upper wall 32 may have an engaging projection 
44 that protrudes from the inner surface 32c toward the hous 
ing 51 and the housing 51 may have an engaging groove 61 so 
that the engaging projection 44 can engage with an edge 
portion 62 of the engaging groove 61. The engaging projec 
tion 44 has a base part 44a and a taper part 44b. The base part 
44a is located between the inner surface 32c and a predeter 
mined distance from the inner Surface 32c and has a Substan 
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12 
tially constant width. The taper part 44b is located on the 
downside of the base part 44a and a width of the taper part 44b 
increases toward the downside. The edge portion 62 of the 
engaging groove 61 has a base part 62a and a taper part 62b. 
The base part 62a is located between the flat surface 51a of the 
housing 51 and a predetermined distance from the flat surface 
51a. The base part 62a corresponds to the base part 44a and 
has a substantially constant width. The taper part 62b is 
located on the downside of the base part 44a and a width of the 
taper part 62b increases toward the downside. The taper part 
44b of the case 30 engages with the taper part 62b of the 
housing 51. 

Each of the case-side engaging parts and the housing-side 
engaging parts may also have an approximately trapezoid 
plate shape having a width decreasing toward the rear wall 
side. In the present case, the positioning of the case 30 and the 
housing 51 in the longitudinal direction of the housing 51 can 
be improved. 

Second Embodiment 

An electronic control device 100 according to a second 
embodiment of the invention will be described with reference 
to FIG. 18, FIG. 19A, and FIG. 19B. 

Because the present electronic control device 100 has 
many portions in common with the electronic control device 
100 according to the first embodiment, a description of the 
common portions will be omitted and different portions will 
be mainly described. Components of the present electronic 
control device 100 have the same reference numbers with 
similar components of the electronic control device 100 
according to the first embodiment. 

In the electronic control device 100 according to the 
present embodiment, each of the upper wall 32 and the lower 
wall 33 has the cutting section 38, which configurates the 
case-side engaging part, at the middle portion in the direction 
approximately perpendicular to the inserting direction of the 
printed circuit board 10. In addition, each of the upper wall 32 
and the lower wall 33 has two fixing holes 36, which configu 
rate the case-side fixing parts. The two fixing holes 36 are 
provided to be line symmetry with respect to the cutting 
section38. The spring grooves 37 are provided in the vicinity 
of respective one of the fixing holes 36. The housing 51 has 
the fixing projections 54 and the engaging projections 55 so 
that each of the fixing projections 54 engages with corre 
sponding one of the fixing holes 36 and each of the engaging 
projections 55 engage with corresponding one of the cutting 
sections 38. The housing-side fixing parts configured by the 
fixing projections 54 and the engaging parts configured by the 
engaging projections 55 are located on respective lines 
extended from the separating walls 59. 

In the electronic control device 100 according to the 
present embodiment, each of the case-side engaging parts is 
located between two case-side fixing parts. That is, each of 
the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33 has a plurality of 
case-side fixing parts. Thus, the case 30 is fixed to the con 
nector 50 with a high degree of certainty even if the electronic 
control device 100 is applied with a stress in the inserting 
direction of the printed circuit board 10. In addition, a gouge 
in the longitudinal direction of the housing 51 is restricted. 
As illustrated in FIG. 19A and FIG. 19B, each of the 

cutting sections 38 has an approximately trapezoid plane 
shape that has a width decreasing toward the rear wall side. 
Each of the engaging projections 55 also has an approxi 
mately trapezoid plane shape corresponding to the cutting 
sections 38. In the present case, the positioning of the case 30 
and the housing 51 in the longitudinal direction of the housing 
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51 can be improved. A clearance between each of the engag 
ing projections 55 and the edge portion 39 of corresponding 
one of the cutting sections 38 is Smaller than a clearance 
between each of the fixing projections 54 and corresponding 
one of the fixing holes 36. Thereby, the positioning of the case 
30 and the housing 51 at the middle portion of the case 30 can 
be improved. Thus, a gouge that may be generated between 
the housing 51 and the case 30 can be reduced. 

The various modifications described in the first embodi 
ment may be applied to the present electronic control device 
1OO. 

Third Embodiment 

An electronic control device 100 according to a third 
embodiment of the invention will be described with reference 
to FIG. 20-FIG. 23. In FIG. 20, the case 30 is illustrated in 
cross section and the printed circuit board 10 is not illustrated 
as a matter of convenience. 

Because the present electronic control device 100 has 
many portions in common with the electronic control device 
100 according to the first embodiment, a description of the 
common portions will be omitted and different portions will 
be mainly described. Components of the present electronic 
control device 100 have the same reference numbers with 
similar components of the electronic control device 100 
according to the first embodiment. 

In the present electronic control device 100, the housing 51 
has a lifting projection 63 on the flat surface 51a. The lifting 
projection 63 is located on an opposite side of one of the 
engaging projections 55 from one of the fixing projections 54. 
A protruding height of the lifting projection 63 from the flat 
Surface 51a is less than the protruding height of the engaging 
projection 55. Other components in the present electronic 
control device 100 are similar to those in the electronic con 
trol device 100 according to the first embodiment. 

The lifting projection 63 lifts a portion of the case 30 
located over the lifting projection 63 from the housing 51. By 
lifting the case 30, the one engaging projection 55 can engage 
with the edge portion 39 of corresponding one of the cutting 
sections 38 more firmly at an outer surface side of the case 30. 
Thus, even if the opening portion 34 is expanded and a clear 
ance is generated between the inner surface of the case 30 and 
the flat surface 51a of the housing 51 due to a warp of the case 
30, the lifting projection 63 can restrict a rattle between the 
case 30 and the connector 50 due to the clearance. In addition, 
a stress generated at a time when the connector 50 is fitted 
with the external connector can be effectively released from 
the housing 51 to the case 30 via the lifting projection 63. 
Because the lifting projection 63 is located on the opposite 
side of the one engaging projection 55 from the one fixing 
projection 54, the one fixing projection 54 can engage with 
corresponding one of the fixing holes 36 with a high degree of 
certainty even if the case 30 is lifted by the lifting projection 
63. 
When the housing 51 has the lifting projection 63, a stress 

may concentrate at corner portions 64 of the housing 51. 
When the corner portions 64 are rounded as illustrated in FIG. 
20, the stress concentration can be reduced. Because the 
stress may concentrate, a thickness of each of corner portions 
45 of the case 30 that correspond to the corner portions 64 of 
the housing 51 may be larger than other portion of the case 30. 
This structure may be also applied to the first embodiment, 
the second embodiment, and the modifications of the first 
embodiment. 

In the inserting direction of the printed circuit board 10, a 
rear end 63a of the lifting projection 63 is farther away from 
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14 
the rear wall 31a of the case 30 than the flat end 55c of the 
engaging projection 55, as illustrated in FIG. 22. In the 
present case, the lifting projection 63 comes into contact with 
the case 30 after the engaging projection 55 engages with the 
edge portion 39 of the cutting section 38. Thus, the engaging 
projection 55 can be engaged with the edge portion 39 of the 
cutting section 38 with certainty. 
As illustrated in FIG. 23, a thickness of the edge portion 39 

of each of the cutting section 38 may increase toward the rear 
wall side and a thickness of each of the engaging projection 
55 may decrease toward the rear wall side corresponding to 
the edge portion 39 of corresponding one of the cutting sec 
tions 38. In the present case, each of the engaging projection 
55 can engage with the edge portion 39 of corresponding one 
of the cutting sections 38 with certainty even if the housing 51 
is slightly separated from the case 30 at a time when the 
printed circuit board 10 is inserted into the case 30. As a 
result, the engagements of the case-side fixing parts and the 
housing-side fixing parts can be effectively restricted from 
being released. 
The lifting projection 63 may be provided in the electronic 

control device 100 according to the first embodiment or the 
modifications of the first embodiment. The case 30 may also 
have the lifting projection 63. The shape of engage projec 
tions 55 and the shape of the cutting sections 38 according to 
the present embodiment may also applied to the electronic 
control device 100 according to the first embodiment, the 
modifications of the first embodiment, or the second embodi 
ment. 

Other Embodiments 

Although the present invention has been fully described in 
connection with the preferred embodiments thereof with ref 
erence to the accompanying drawings, it is to be noted that 
various changes and modifications will become apparent to 
those skilled in the art. 

In the first to third embodiments, the case 30 has the fixing 
holes 36 and the cutting sections 38 and the housing 51 has the 
fixing projections 54 and the engaging projections 55, as an 
example. Alternatively, the case 30 may have the fixing holes 
36 and the engaging projections 44 and the housing 51 may 
have the fixing projections 54 and the engaging grooves 61. 
That is, the case 30 has one of a fixing hole and a fixing 
projection and one of an engaging projection and an engaged 
Section (e.g., cutting section or engaging groove). In addition, 
the housing 51 has the other one of the fixing hole and the 
fixing projection and the other one of the engaging projection 
and the engaged section. 

In the first to third embodiments, each of the upper wall 32 
and the lower wall 33 has the case-side fixing part and case 
side engaging part. A wall where the case-side fixing part and 
the case-side engaging part are provided is not limited to the 
upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33. For example, only the 
sidewalls 31 may have the case-side fixing part and the case 
side engaging part. Alternatively only one of the upper wall 
32 and the lower wall 33 may have the case-side fixing part 
and the case-side engaging part. 

In the first embodiment, one wall has one case-side fixing 
part and two case-side engaging parts. In the second embodi 
ment, one wall has two case-side fixing parts and one case 
side engaging part. Alternatively, the number of the case-side 
fixing part and the case-side engaging part provided on one 
wall is not limited to the above-described example. For 
example, one wall may have one case-side fixing part and one 



US 7,686,623 B2 
15 

case-side engaging part. Alternatively, one wall may have a 
plurality of case-side fixing parts and a plurality of case-side 
engaging parts. 

In the first to third embodiments, the terminals 52 of the 
connector 50 have the surface mounting structure. The shapes 5 
of the terminals 52 are not limited to the above-described 
example. The terminals 52 may also have an insertion mount 
ing structure or the terminals 52 may also have the surface 
mounting structure and the insertion mounting structure. 

In the first to third embodiments, the terminals 52 include 10 
the first terminals 52a, the second terminals 52b, and the third 
terminals 52c, as an example. The kind of the terminals 52 is 
not limited to the above-described example. For example, the 
terminals 52 may have only the first terminals 52a and the 
second terminals 52b. The number, the type, and the arrange- 15 
ment of the terminal block are not limited to the above 
described example. For example, the second terminals 52b 
arranged at both longitudinal end portions of the connector 50 
in FIG.9 may be arranged above the first terminals 52a, i.e., 
in a fifth row in each of the terminal blocks 57 and 58. 20 
Furthermore, the number of row and the arrangement of the 
terminals 52 in the housing 51 are not limited to the above 
described example. 

In the first to third embodiment, the electronic control 
device 100 is described as an example of an electronic device. 25 
The electronic control device may also be other device as long 
as the device includes the printed circuit board 10, the con 
nector 50 mounted on the printed circuit board 10, and the 
case 30 housing the printed circuit board 10 therein and the 
opening portion 34 provided on one side of the case 30 is 30 
covered with the housing 51 of the connector 50. 

In the first to third embodiments, the spring grooves 37 are 
provided in the vicinity of the fixing holes 36 so that the 
portions of the case 30 located between the spring grooves 37 
and the fixing holes 36 become the spring sections having the 35 
spring function. Alternatively, the fixing projections 54 may 
be configured to be spring sections having the spring func 
tion. 

In the first to third embodiments, the rear wall 31a of the 
case 30 has the holding groove 41. The shape and the position 40 
of the holding groove 41 are not limited to the above-de 
scribed example. Furthermore, the shape and the position of 
the guide grooves 42 are not limited to the above-described 
example. For example, the electronic control device 100 may 
not have the holding groove 41. Alternatively, each of the 45 
holding groove 41 and the guide grooves 42 may have a 
discontinuous shape. 

In the first to third embodiments, the protruding portion 53 
has the ring shape So as to come into contact with the whole 
circumference of the case 30. In addition, the protruding 50 
portion 53 communicates with the engaging projections 55. 
The protruding portion 53 may also be away from the engag 
ing projections 55 or the protruding portion 53 may also have 
a discontinuous shape. 

In the first to third embodiment, the fixing parts and the 55 
engaging parts are configured so that the engaging projec 
tions 55 engage with the edge portions 39 of the cutting 
sections 38 (i.e., the engage parts engage with each other) 
before the fixing projections 54 engages with the fixing holes 
36 (i.e., the fixing parts engage with each other). Alterna- 60 
tively, the fixing parts may engage with each other before the 
engaging parts engage with each other. 

In the first to third embodiments, each of the upper wall 32 
and the lower wall 33 is approximately flat. Alternatively, one 
of the upper wall 32 and the lower wall 33 may have a step 65 
portion. For example, the upper wall 32 may have a step 
portion, and a front section of the upper wall 32 located on a 
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front side of the step portion and adjacent to the opening 
portion 34 may be higher than a rear section of the upper wall 
32 located on a rear side of the step portion, as illustrated in 
FIG. 24. 

In the first to third embodiments, the rear wall 31a is 
integrally formed with the upper wall 32, the lower wall 33, 
and the two sidewalls 31 adjacent to the opening portion 34. 
Alternatively, the rear wall 31a may be formed separately 
from the upper wall 32, the lower wall 33, and the two side 
walls 31 adjacent to the opening portion 34. In the present 
case, the printed circuit board 10 may be inserted into a case 
formed of the upper wall 32, the lower wall 33, and the two 
sidewalls 31 and having an approximately rectangular tubular 
shape, as illustrated in FIG.25, and then the rear wall 31a may 
be fixed to the case so that the holding groove 41 of the rear 
wall 31 is fitted with the rear end of the printed circuit board 
10. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 

wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 

the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 
a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 

the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 
fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; 

the case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side 
fixing part for fixing the case and the housing to each 
other; 

the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 
tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing-side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing: 

the case-side engaging part is the engaged section provided 
by a cutting section; 

the cutting section extends from an end of the wall adjacent 
to the opening portion toward an opposite side of the 
opening portion in the inserting direction of the printed 
circuit board; 

the housing-side engaging part is the engaging projection; 
and 

the engaging projection is engaged with an edge portion of 
the cutting section on an outer Surface side of the wall. 

2. The electronic device according to claim 1, wherein: 
the case includes first to fourth walls defining the approxi 

mately rectangular tubular shape; 
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the first wall faces the second wall and the third wall faces 
the fourth wall; 

each of the first wall and the second wall is larger than each 
of the third wall and the fourth wall; and 

each of the first wall and the second wall has the case-side 
fixing part and the case-side engaging part. 

3. The electronic device according to claim 1, wherein: 
the wall has a plurality of case-side fixing parts separating 

from each other; and 
the case-side engaging part is located between two of the 

plurality of case-side fixing parts. 
4. The electronic device according to claim 1, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

5. The electronic device according to claim 1, wherein: 
the edge portion of the cutting section has a thickness 

increasing toward the opposite side of the opening por 
tion in the inserting direction of the printed circuitboard; 
and 

the engaging projection has a thickness decreasing toward 
the opposite side of the opening portion so as to corre 
spond to the edge portion. 

6. The electronic device according to claim 5, wherein: 
the case includes first to fourth walls defining the approxi 

mately rectangular tubular shape; 
the first wall faces the second wall and the third wall faces 

the fourth wall; 
each of the first wall and the second wall is larger than each 

of the third wall and the fourth wall; and 
each of the first wall and the second wall has the case-side 

fixing part and the case-side engaging part. 
7. The electronic device according to claim 5, wherein: 
the wall has a plurality of case-side fixing parts separating 

from each other; and 
the case-side engaging part is located between two of the 

plurality of case-side fixing parts. 
8. The electronic device according to claim 5, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

9. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 

wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 
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the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 

a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 

the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 
fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; 

the case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side 
fixing part for fixing the case and the housing to each 
other; 

the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 
tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing-side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing: 

the case-side engaging part is the engaging projection 
extending in the inserting direction of the printed circuit 
board; 

the housing-side engaging part is the engaged section pro 
Vided by an engaging groove; and 

the engaging projection engages with the engaging groove. 
10. The electronic device according to claim 9, wherein: 
the case includes first to fourth walls defining the approxi 

mately rectangular tubular shape; 
the first wall faces the second wall and the third wall faces 

the fourth wall; 
each of the first wall and the second wall is larger than each 

of the third wall and the fourth wall; and 
each of the first wall and the second wall has the case-side 

fixing part and the case-side engaging part. 
11. The electronic device according to claim 9, wherein: 
the wall has a plurality of case-side fixing parts separating 

from each other; and 
the case-side engaging part is located between two of the 

plurality of case-side fixing parts. 
12. The electronic device according to claim 9, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

13. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 

wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 

the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 
a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 
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the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 
fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part for fixing the case and the housing to each other; 

the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 
tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing-side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing: 

the wall has a plurality of case-side engaging parts sepa 
rating from each other, and 

the case-side fixing part is located between two of the 
plurality of case-side engaging parts. 

14. The electronic device according to claim 13, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

15. The electronic device according to claim 13, wherein: 
the case-side fixing partis located at a middleportion of the 

wall in a direction approximately perpendicular to the 
inserting direction of the printed circuit board; and 

the two of the plurality of case-side engaging parts are 
located to be in line symmetry with respect to the case 
side fixing part. 

16. The electronic device according to claim 15, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

17. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 

wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 

the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 
a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 

the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

5 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

20 
the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 

fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; 

the case-side fixing part engages with the housing- side 
fixing part for fixing the case and the housing to each 
other; 

the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 
tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing-side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing: 

the housing has a plurality of separating walls so as to 
separate the plurality of terminals into a plurality of 
ports on the inner space side of the housing; and 

the housing-side fixing part and the housing-side engaging 
part are located on respective lines extended from the 
plurality of separating walls. 

18. The electronic device according to claim 17, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

19. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 

wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 

the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 
a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 

the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 
fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; 

the case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side 
fixing part for fixing the case and the housing to each 
other; 

the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 
tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing-side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing; and 
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each of the case-side fixing part and the housing-side fixing 
part has a width decreasing toward an opposite side of 
the opening portion in the inserting direction of the 
printed circuit board. 

20. The electronic device according to claim 19, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

21. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 

wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 

the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 
a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 

the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 
fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part for fixing the case and the housing to each other; 

the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 
tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing; and 

one of the case-side fixing part and the housing-side fixing 
part is configured to have a spring section. 

22. The electronic device according to claim 21, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

23. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 

wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
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ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 

the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 
a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 

the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 
fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; 

the case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side 
fixing part for fixing the case and the housing to each 
other; 

the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 
tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing-side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing: 

one of the case and the housing has a lifting projection 
adjacent to the opening portion; 

the lifting projection is located on an opposite side of the 
case-side engaging part and the housing-side engaging 
part from the case-side fixing part and the housing-side 
fixing part: 

the lifting projection has a first projecting height; the 
engaging projection has a second projecting height; and 

the first projecting height is less than the second projecting 
height. 

24. The electronic device according to claim 23, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

25. The electronic device according to claim 23, wherein: 
the case has a rear wall on an opposite side of the opening 

portion; 
the lifting projecting has an end on the rear wall side; 
the end of the lifting projection is located a first distance 

from the rear wall; 
the engaging projection has an end on the rear wall side; 
the end of the engaging projection is located a second 

distance from the rear wall; and 
the first distance is larger than the second distance. 
26. The electronic device according to claim 25, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 

27. An electronic device comprising: 
a printed circuit board having an electronic element and a 

plurality of lands; 
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a case having an approximately rectangular tubular shape, 
wherein an end of the approximately rectangular tubular 
shape opens to provide an opening portion from which 
the printed circuit board is inserted into the case; and 

a connector including a housing and a plurality of terminals 
arranged in the housing, the housing covering the open 
ing portion of the case and defining an inner space, each 
of the plurality of terminals having two end portions, one 
end portion of the each of the plurality of terminals 
extending from the housing and coupled with corre 
sponding one of the plurality of lands, and the other end 
portion of the each of the plurality of terminals extend 
ing from the housing toward the inner space, wherein: 

the case includes a wall having a case-side fixing part and 
a case-side engaging part at a portion adjacent to the 
opening portion; 

the housing has a housing-side fixing part and a housing 
side engaging partata Surface facing the wall of the case; 

the case-side fixing part is one of a fixing projection and a 
fixing hole and the housing-side fixing part is the other 
one of the fixing projection and the fixing hole; 

the case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side 
fixing part for fixing the case and the housing to each 
other; 
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the case-side engaging part is one of an engaging projec 

tion and an engaged section and the housing-side engag 
ing part is the other one of the engaging projection and 
the engaged section; 

the case-side engaging part engages with the housing-side 
engaging part for restricting the portion of the case adja 
cent to the opening portion from separating from the 
housing: 

the case has an open edge that defines the opening portion; 
the housing has a protruding portion; and 
a part of the open edge is in contact with the protruding 

portion in a state where the case-side fixing part engages 
with the housing-side fixing part. 

28. The electronic device according to claim 27, wherein: 
the case has a contact portion on an inner Surface thereof; 
the housing has an extended Surface from which the one 

end portion of each of the plurality of terminals extends 
toward the corresponding land; and 

the contact portion is in contact with two longitudinal end 
portions of the extended surface in a state where the 
case-side fixing part engages with the housing-side fix 
ing part. 


