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2. I:l Claims Nos.:
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3. I:I Claims Nos.:
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see extra sheet
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claims.
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only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2005/004473

Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The matter common to the inventions according to claims 1 to 21 is
an apparatus for recovering CO, which has an absorbing tower contacting
a gas containing CO, with a fluid absorbing CO,, to remove CO,, and a
regenerating tower for regenerating a rich solution having absorbed CO.,
and reutilizes a lean solution having been removed of CO, in the
regenerating tower in the absorbing tower, and the recovery and use of
the remaining heat in the above recovering apparatus. The above common
matter is a technique known to the public without the need for citation
of a reference, and therefore, is not a special technical feature in
the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, the second sentence.

Accordingly, there igsnomatter common to all the inventions according
to claims 1 to 21.

As a result, claims 1 to 21 describe two inventions, as follows.

The inventions according to claims 1 to 17, 19 and 20 relate to an
apparatus for recovering CO, which has an absorbing tower contacting a
gas containing CO, with a fluid absorbing CO,, to remove CO,, and a
regenerating tower for regenerating a rich solution having absorbed CO,,
and reutilizes a lean solution having been removed of CO, in the
regenerating tower in the absorbing tower, and a recovering method using
the recovering apparatus, wherein a condensed water in a regeneration
heater is utilized for heating.

The inventions according to claims 18 and 21 relate to an apparatus
for recovering CO, which has an absorbing tower contactinga gas containing
CO; with a fluid absorbing CO,, to remove CO,, and a regenerating tower
for regenerating a rich solution having absorbed CO,, and reutilizes a
lean solution having been removed of CO, in the regenerating tower in
the absorbing tower, and a recovering method using the recovering
apparatus, wherein the remaining heat of a lean solution is utilized
for heating a semi-lean solution.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2004)
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