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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, ANDREW MADISON DUN-
CAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
aty Allerton, in the county of Wayne and State
of Towa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Caponizers; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
whichit appertains tomake and use the same.

My invention relates to novel and useful
improvements in caponizing instruments;
and it has for its object the provision of an
instrument of this character that will be es-
pecially simple in construetion, durable, and
economical, and one with which the operation
of caponizing can be perfectly accomplished,
thus obviating the undesirable consequences
of an imperfect operation.

Further, the invention contemplates the
provision of an instrument with which the
cord and tissues surrounding the testicle can
be effectually removed, so that what is known
as “‘slips” among poultry-raisers will be
avoided.

With these and other objects in view,which
will become apparent in the course of the fol-
lowing deseription, all looking toward im-
proving and simplifying instruments of this
character generally, my invention consistsin
the novel combination and arrangement of
simple parts which will be hereinafter fully
described.

I am enabled to accomplish the objects of
my invention by the simple means illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved instrument. Fig. 2 is a central lon-
gitudinal section of the instrument.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
indicates the device, formed, preferably, of
thin steel bent to form a spoon or bowl 2 at
one end thereof. The material forming the
bowl is shaped in circular form and extends
rearward a considerable distance to form a
handle 3, perforated at its under side, as in-
dicated by the numeral 4, for the passage of
two strands of fine wire, which have their
rear ends secured to the ring 5§ and adapted
to be engaged and pulled by the hand in op-
eratingupon the poultry. The wire, asclearly

showun in the drawings, extends through two
oppositely-disposed perforationsin thelugor
projection 6, formed upon the convexed side
of the bowl or spoon, and terminates above
the spoon or bowl in & loop 7, the purpose of
which will presently become apparent. The
bowl or spoon shaped end is slit from the up-
per edge thereof to the upper side of the lug
or projection,which slit is adapted toreceive
the cord of the testicle when the instrument
is in position to be operated.

In operation the device is used as follows:
The testicle of the fowl is exposed by any
well-known and approved operation, when
the loop is extended sufficiently to allow the
testicle to pass therethrough and the instru-
ment is manipulated until the cord of the
testicle extends through the slit and the tes-
ticle rests in the bowl or spoon shaped end
when the ring is pulled, drawing the wire and
contracting the loop in close proximity to the
convex side of the spoon or bowl shaped end,
and it will be apparent that when the cord
of the testicle is in contact with the upper
side of the projection said cord will be sev-
ered by further contraction of the loop.

It will be noted that the wire is drawn
under the testicle on the concave surface of
the spoon, thus clamping the cords and tis-
sues attached to and surrounding the testicle
tightly, thereby taking the strain off the tes-
ticle at that portion of the tissue and cords
surrounding the same and insuring absolute
successinremoving the partthatcausesslips.”

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Aninstrument of the character described,
comprising a handle and a bowl or spoon
shaped end having a slot therein for the re-
ception of the cord of the testicle, a wireloop
adapted to be contracted in close proximity
to the bowl or spoon shaped end to effect the
operation, and means for contracting said
wire, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. Aninstrument of the characterset forth,
comprising a handle and a concavo-convex
end, having a slit therein for the purpose
specified, a wire passing through suitable
guides upon the convex side of said end and
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adapted to form a loop which is contracted
to perform the operation, and means for con-
tracting said loop, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

3. Aninstrument of the character described,
comprising a suitable handle having a perfo-
ration in its under side and a concavo-con-
vex slit end, a lug or projection on the con-
vex side of said end and at the bottom of
the slit, said projection being provided with
oppositely - disposed perforations, and wire
strands passing through said perforations and
forming a loop above the same, said wire also

extending throughthe perforation in the han-
dle and being provided with a ring or its
equivalent adapted to be engaged by the hand
to contract the loop and perform the opera-
tion, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

ANDREW MADISON DUNCAN. -

Witnesses:

J. M. HESTER,
W. S. RILEA.
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