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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 116,133, dated June 20, 1871. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, RUFUs WRIGHT, of Brook 

lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New 
York, have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Folding Easel; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description thereof, which will enable oth 
er's skilled in the art to make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ing forming part of this specification. 

This invention relates to a new and useful 
improvement in easels for the painter's studio, 
and for the lecture and school-room, as well as 
for all the other purposes for which it may be 
adapted; and it consists in constructing the 
easel so that it can be folded up in the man 
ner hereinafter described. 
In the accounpanying drawing, Figure I rep 

resents a side view of the easel folded up. Fig. 
2 is an edge view of the same. Fig. 3 is a front 
view of the easel extended as when ready for 
use, but partly in section. Fig. 4 is a detail, 
showing the cam-fastening of the supporting 
slide. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. -p 
A is the supporting central bar, upon which 

the slides work which support and hold the 
picture, drawing, &c. B is the lower or sup 
porting-slide. C is the upper or holding-slide. 
The bar A is grooved on its sides, and is made 
in two pieces, hinged together, as seen at D, 
so as to reduce its length when folded. The 
upper portion doubles down onto the lower 
portion in folding, as seen in Fig. 2. When 
in position it is held upright and supported by 
the hook E. F is the cam by which the lower 
slide B is held in any desired position on the 
bar A. G. G. are uprights, to which are piv 
oted the bottom pieces H. H., II are two joint 
bars which are pivoted to the uprights G. G. 
near their outer ends. Their extreme ends 
project from the uprights and enter slots J in 
the bottom pieces, as seen in Fig. 3. KK are 

stops in the bottom pieces, against which the 
uprights bear when they are in position, and 
they are held upright by the ends of the bars 
II in the slots J. L. L are two more joint-bars 
pivoted to the upper ends of G. G. Both pairs 
of joint-bars are pivoted to the central bar A. 
One bar of each pair laps onto the other bar, 
so that the pivot passes through both. M. M. 
are brace-hooks, which are jointed to the up 
rights, as seen at one end, and enter holes in 
the column at the other end. This holds the 
easel steady and in position for use. 

For folding the easel the hooks MM are re 
leased from the central bar, the joint-bars turn 
on their pivots and allow the uprights G. G. to 
fold up the central bar, as seen in Fig.1. When 
the joint-bars turn for folding the ends of the 
lower pair leave the slots Jin the bottom pieces 
H. H., which allow the bottom pieces to turn on 
their pivots to a position parallel with the up 
rights, as seen in the drawing. 
By this mode of construction the easel is 

readily folded so as to occupy but little space. 
This renders it extremely convenient for trans 
portation by traveling artists, as well as for 
the lecture and school-room, and when not re 
quired for use it is readily placed out of the 
Way. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. The central bar A, the uprights G. G., the 
bottom pieces H. H., the two pairs of joint-bars 
II and LL, and brace-hooks MM, arranged . 
substantially as and for the purposes described. 

2. An easel so constructed that the uprights 
may fold toward the center, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. In combination with an easel the cam-fast 
ening F, substantially as shown and described. 

RUFUS WRIGHT. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. W. MABEE, 
T. B. MOSHER. 


