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4 Claims,

My present invention relates to opener devices
and more particularly to an improved opener
and closure for packages and particularly pack-
ages wrapped in relatively tough material.

Articles at the present day, and particularly
articles relatively small in size, as cigarettes and
confections, are wrapped in packages, the cov-
ering of the packages being either of paper sur-
rounded with a layer of cellophane or similar
material or wrapped in cellophane or similar
material and without any other enclosing cover.
Such packages are relatively hard to open as
the cellophane or similar material is.extremely
difficult to tear. In such packages, it is usual
to tear off merely a corner of the package and
remove the articles singly from the package as
needed, the package then retaining its shape
and forming a protective covering for the re-
maining articles therein. - Thig is particularly
20 true of cigarettes which are ordinarily packed

in groups of ten or twenty and the purchaser
ordinarily manually removes g corner of the
package to gain access to the interior thereof.
Cellophane is at the present time ordinarily
employed in the connection of packaging of
cigarettes and confections and due to the ex-
treme difficulty in initiating a tear therein, such
packages are difficult to open. .
In my present invention, I have obviated the
present objections to the present day packages
and have devised an improved means for facil-
itating the opening of the package and which
readily initiates a tear in the now ordinary
cellophane or other similar covering. Further,
my invention is adapted to be utilized as a re-
movable covering for the package to open or
close the orifice made during the opening of
the package, and the element embodying my in-
vention may have stamped thereon or therein
or affixed thereto any desired indicia or adver-
tising matter that may be desired and such
indicia is readily visible and readable through
the usual cellophane wrapping. Further, by the
“use of my device, the ordinary package is read-
ily opened and when opened has a definite ex-
tent of opening and the opening may be readily
made by the use of thumb and fingers only,
whether such hand is gloved or ungloved_and
further there are no sharp points or edges which
might possibly injure the finger or fingernails
of the user. My device is capable of being made
of any suitable sheet metal such as tin plate
° or aluminum or aluminum alloys or of non-
metallic material; if desired and is of appropri-
56 ate size and material to be readily assembled
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in the package during the making of such pack-
age.

The object of my invention therefore. is an
improved opener for packages and the like.

In the accompanying drawing illustrating pre- 60
ferred embodiments of my invention: S

Fig. 1. is an elevation partly broken away and
showing my device in position in s package;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of g package in
which is incorporated my improved device, such 85
packages being shown in position in the hand
of the user preparatory to making an opening
in such package; ) :

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of . the improved
opening device that is incorporated in the struc- 70
ture in Fig. 2; k

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the package
shown in Fig. 2 and after the first step in the
forming of the opening therein;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of this device 75
shown in Fig. 3, after the step of forming the
opening as shown in Fig. 4, has been completed;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the package. fl-
lustrated in Figs. 2 and 4 and showing the com-
pletion of the opening operation; - 80

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the device shown _
in Figs. 3 and 5 and in the condition after the
operation as shown in Fig. 6 is completed;

Fig. 8 is a plan view of the package shown in
Fig. 8 and showing the opening in the package 85
completed; , i

Fig. 9 is a side elevation showing in full lines
the opening device as incorporated in the struc-
ture of Fig. 2 and with the -opener in the c¢on-
dition shown in Fig. 3 and in dotted lines the po< 90
sition of the movable portion of the opener de-
vice in the position a§ shown in Pig. 8; :

Fig. 10 is a sectional elevation on the line
10—10 of Fig. 9; and - )

Fig. 11 is a developed view of the improved g5
opener device, ,

Referring to the drawing, there is shown in
Fig. 1 a package of a Dlurality of articles 10,
such package comprising a wrapper 11 of cel-
lophane or similar material having incorporated 109
therein an opener. device such as is shown in
Fig. 11 in developed form, where 12 desighates
the main body of the opener having .an end
portion 13 adapted to be folded over on the

. dotted line 14 into parallel relation with.the body 105
12 and having at its other end a member 15
adapted to be connected to the main body por-
tion 12 By an integral connector 16 which acts
as 2 flexible hinge. The main portion 12 and-
the member 13 are of generally rectangular 110
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form in combination and are ordinarily of a
size equal to the face of the package formed
by the articles 10 and the wrapping 11, as shown
in Fig. 1 or the end face of a package, as a cig-
arette package 17 as shown in Figs. 2, 4, 6 and
8. The main body portion 12 may have im-

pressed thereon or therein or printed thereon -

or attached thereto in any desired way adver-
tising matter or other indicia as indicated by the
figure. designated by the pumeral 18 in Fig. 1.
Attached to or preferably formed integral with
the member 15 is a member 19 adapted to be
folded at right angles to the portion 15 along

the line 20 as shown in Figs. 9 and 11 and with

a member 21 adapted to be folded along the line
22 upwardly and parallel to the member 19 and
with a serrated edge member 23 adapted to be
folded substantially parallel to the upper face
of the member 15, with the edges of the ser-
rated portion 23 extending upwardly to a slight
extent as shown in Fig. 9. The opener as above
described is placed in this condition within the
package as shown in Fjg. 1 or within the pack-
ages as shown in Figs. 3, 4 and 6 and is wrapped
within the wrappings of such package. This
is the condition in which the package comes to
the purchaser. .

The package, as for example, the package 17 is
adapted to be held in the hand 24 of the user,
the fingers 25 acting as a stop for the pressure
created by the thumb 25 of such user and, re-
ferring to Fig. 2 it will be seen that if the user
94 holds the package 17 as shown in such figure
and presses with the thumb 25 as indicated that
such thumb will force the member 21 inwardly
so as to pivot the members 21 and 19 about the

" dotted line 20 as a hinhge causing the serrated

force itself upwardly through the

member 23 1o
or into the position

wrappings of the package

shown in Fig. 4. If the operator now moves the

tHumb 25 upwardly with respect to the package
ag indicated in Fig. 6, the member 15 will be
moved about the flexible hinge 16 and into the
position shown in Fig. 6, in such: movement tear-
ing the wrappings of the package and defining
an opening as indicated in such figure. The
operator preferably continues this upward move-
ment, or the pivoting movement of the member
15 about the hinge 16, until the same assumes
the position shown in Tig. 8, exposing the arti-
cles within the package in order to afford easy

:access thereto. The members 15, 19, 21 and 23

now assume the position shown in dotted lines
in Fig. 9. The opener device may
position shown in Fig. -8, or as indicated in
dotted lines in Fig. 9, or after the required num-
ber of articles have been removed from the con-
tact 17 the main body 12 of the opener may be
slid to the right as shown in Fig. 8 to act as a
cover for the opening made thereby.

The folded over member 13 acts to prevent
possible tearing of the wrapping of the package
and while desirable is not necessary as the same
may be readily dispensed with without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention. It is-ob-
vious that with my device packages may be
readily opened and without danger of injury to

be left in the.
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either the contents of the package or to the
finger or finger-nails of the person using the
same. Also, it is obvious that a well-defined

opening of pre-determined size is made in the-

package, the size of the opening being commen-
surate with the size of the articles enclosed in
the package and while the opening may be any-
thing desired, it is preferred to make an open-
ing large enough to have ready. access to the
articles without too much danger of the remain-
ing articles falling out of the package when not
wanted. .

It is obvious that various modifications of the
device will suggest themselves to those skilled in
the art and while therefore I have necessarily
deseribed. by invention, somewhat in detail, it
is to be understood that I am not to be limited
to the exact construction shown as the same
may be modified within relatively wide limits
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention.

I claim:

1. The combination with a container, of an
opener completely enclosed in the container and
including a main portion and an end portion,
and having a perforating element arranged par-
allel to the end portion of the opener and trans-
versely of the container, and means integral
with the perforating element and the end por-
tion of the opener and rotatable on the end
of such end portion as a pivot to force the
perforating element thru the container wall
adjacent the opener. -

2. An improved opener for a container and
adapted to be completely enclosed in the con-
tainer comprising a main body, an end portion,
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a flexiblé hinge member connecting the main -

body .and end portion and formed integral
therewith an operating member formed integral
with the end portion and extending at an angle
thereto, and a perforating element on said oper-
ating member and lying substantially parallel
to one face of the end portion.

3. The combination with a container, of an
opener completely enclosed in the container, and
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including a cover member hingedly mounted at

one end thereof, a perforating element hingedly
mounted at one end of the cover member and
means for rotating the perforating element ex-
tending at one angle to the cover member.

4. The combination with a container, of an
opener completely enclosed in the container and
comprising a body and end membér lying in the
same plane, said end member formed integral
with and hingedly attached to the body, a per-
forating element formed integral with the end
member and hingedly attached thereto at the
end remote from the body member and means
for rotating the perforating element, said per-
forating element being rotatable with respect
to the end member to perforate the wall of the
container and the end member being rotatable

.with respect to the body to tear the wall of the

container to thereby form an opening in the
wall of the container to afford access to the
interior thereof.
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