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UNITED STATES PAT ENT OFFICE. 
PERCY M. WARDELL, OF DUNMORE, PENNSYLVANIA. 

The present invention relates to improve 
ments in collapsible supports, and the pri 
mary object of the invention is to provide a 
novel type of collapsible support for use in 
retaining a Christmas tree in an upright 
position. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a collapsible Christmas tree stand or 
support which will effectively retain the tree 
in an upright position, and which stand when 
not in use may be collapsed into a position for 
occupying comparatively little space. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a novel type of Christmas tree stand 
embodying novel features of construction for 
permitting of the tree being readily attached 
and detached from the stand, and also em 
bodying features whereby the tree may be 
maintained in a green state of preservation 
for a considerable length of time. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will be apparent during the course of the 
following detailed description, taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing 
forming a part of this specification and in 
which drawing: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 
proved tree stand and showing the same in 
USe. 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the same. 
Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sec 

tion and showing the method of connecting 
the stand to the lower portion of the tree 
trunk. 

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the stand in a 
fully collapsed position. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, and 
wherein similar reference characters desig 
nate corresponding parts throughout the sev 
eral views, the letter A designates as a whole 
the improved Christmas tree stand, embody 
ing a supporting platform B and the brace 
arms or legs C. . 

Referring particularly to the platform B, 
the same embodies a pair of crossbars 5 which 
may be formed of any suitable material either 
of wood or metal, and which bars when the 
stand is in an extended condition, form radi 
ally extending arms 6. Each end of the bars 
5 is bifurcated for providing sockets 7 at each 
end of the bars. The bars 5 which are ar 
ranged in overlying relation to one another, 
are pivotally connected together at their cen tral portions by means of a £6iabined pivot 
and anchoring member D, 
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The legs C, and which are adapted for sup 
porting of the platform B in a slightly ele 
Vated position above the floor surface, are 
pivotally mounted in each of the sockets 7 by 
means of transverse pivot pins 8. As will be 
observed in Figure 1, these legs are pivotally 
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connected at points adjacent their lower ends 
to the respective arms 6, and extend upwardly 
in converging relation for engagement at . 
their upper ends with portions of the tree 65 
trunk E at points spaced above the platform 
B. The upper and lower ends of the legs C. 
are preferably beveled as indicated and these 
legs may either be made of metal or wood. 
The upper end of each leg C may be pro 
vided with suitable wing screws 10 which 
may be turned into the trunk E for securing 
the upper ends of the legs to the trunk. 

Referring now to the combined pivot and 
anchoring member D, the same embodies a 
cylindrical shank portion 12 which is adapted 
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to pass upwardly thru suitable aligned open 
ings provided in the central portions of the 
crossbars 5, and this shank portion is prefer 
ably of a length slightly more than the com 
bined thicknesses of the bars 5. Above the 
cylindrical shank portion 12, is a slightly re 
duced threaded portion 13 which provides a 
shoulder 14 at the juncture of the portions 12 
and 13. This portion 13 is provided with 
machine Screw threads and a nut 15 is 
threaded upon the portion 13 into engage 
ment with the shoulder 14. Positioned above 
the nut 15 is a yieldable washer or gasket 16. 
The member Disprovided above the threaded 
portion 13 with an axially extending threaded 
portion 17 which is adapted to be turned up 
Wardly into the butt of the trunk E as clearly 
illustrated in Figure 3. This threaded por 
tion 17 is in the form of a wood screw, and is 
pointed at its upper end for permitting of the 
same being readily turned into the butt of the 
tree trunk. A pan 20 is preferably disposed 
co-axially of the member D and rests upon the yieldable gasket 16, and this pan is adapted 
to retain a suitable amount of water for 
mantaining the tree in a green state of 
preservation. A second washer or gasket 21 is 
disposed about the threaded portion 13 above 
the base 22 of the pan 20, and anut 23 threaded 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 
upon the portion 13 above the gasket 21, is 
adapted to be turned into binding engage 
ment with the gasket 21 for preventing pos 
sible leakage of the water in the parithru the 
apeittie is the pan base thrii ishich the g 
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threaded portion 13 extends. The lower 
end of the member D is provided with a 
winged head 25 whereby the member may be 
readily rotated for feeding of the threaded 
portion 17 into the tree butt. By so having 
the cylindrical shank portion 12 of greater 
length than the combined thickness of the 
bars 5, it will be seen that the portion 17 may 
be readily turned into the tree trunk without 
liability of a binding action being created on 
the cross bars 5. . . . . 

It will also be observed that the gasket 21 
and nut 23 serve to elevate the lower end of 
the tree trunk above the base 22 of the pan and 
thus allows the water to circulate freely be 
neath the lower end of the trunk for more 
effective watering of the tree. It will be observed that the weight of the 

3. tree upon the platform B will cause the up 
per portions of the legs to firmly engage the 
trunk of the tree, and that by so having the 
bars 5 pivotally connected, the bars may be 
swung about their pivotal connection for al 
lowing the upper portions of the legs to read 
ily pass between the lower limbs of the tree 
should the lower limbs of the tree prevent at 
taching of the upper portions of the legs at 
points spaced at 90° about the tree trunk. 

It will be apparent that when desiring to 
collapse the stand, that the member D will 
allow for the bars 5 to be swung into substan 
tially overlying relation to one another as 
illustrated in Figure 4, and then the legs. C 
may be folded downwardly over the pan 20. 

35 This folding of the bars 5 and legs C will col lapse the stand to a relatively small form for 
permitting of storing of the stand in a com 
partively small space. - 
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From the foregoing description it will be 

apparent that a novel type of collapsible 
Christmas tree stand has been provided em 
bodying a folding platform adapted to be 
Supported in an elevated position, and where 
in the pivot member for the collapsing of the 
platform also serves as an anchoring member 
for attachment of the base portion of the tree 
to the platform. 
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Changes in detail may be made to the 
specific form of the invention herein shown 
and described, without departing from the 
spirit of the invention or the scope of the fol 
lowing claim. 

I claim: . . . 
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In a tree holder comprising a pair of cross x 

bars and legs pivotally connected inter 
mediate their ends to the end of each cross 
bar, a combined pivot and anchoring member 
for pivotally connecting said bars at their 
medial portions including a plain cylindrical 
shank portion adapted to extend thru the bars 
and being of greater length than the combined 
thicknesses of the bars, a head formed at the 
lower end of the shankportion, a reduced ma 
chine screw threaded portion extending above 
the plain shank portion and forming a shoul 
der, and a Wood screw threaded portion ex 
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tending upwardly from the machine screw 
threaded portion, a nut turned into binding 
engagement with said shoulder to allow free 
rotation of the member within the crossbars, and a pan including a base portion fixedly se 
cured coaxially on the machine screw 
threaded portion above said nut for rotation 
with the combined pivot and anchoring mem 
ber. - - 
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