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This invention relates to women's handbags. 
An object of this invention is the production 

of a Woman's handbag having a hidden compart 
ment. 
Another object is to provide a handsome Won 

an's handbag adapted for use with street or eve 
ning wear. 
Another object is to provide a Woman's hand 

bag having a pair of concealed receptacles adapt 
ed to protect valuable and personal items from 
public scrutiny when the handbag is open in nor 
mal use. 
The above and other objects and features of 

the invention will in part be obvious and will in 
part be apparent from the following detailed de 
Scription, and the dra Wing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a handbag 
embodying a form of the invention, a part of the 
handbag being broken away, and 

Fig. 2 is a view in section taken on a line II-II 
of Figure 1. 
Throughout the drawing and the detailed de 

scription, like reference characters indicate like 
parts. 
Women's handbags have a tendency to lay 

their contents open to public view, when opened. 
On occasions when valuable jewelry or money, 
particularly of large denomination, is carried, 
dangers often result. Exposure of Such valuables 
to view in public places often leads to injury 
or damage or both at the hands of thieves. At 
other times a Woman may be embarrassed. When 
personal items contained in her handbag are ex 
posed to public view. I have devised a handbag 
which has a top compartment intended for such 
usual items as cosmetics, keys, Small amounts of 
coin and currency, and similar items and con 
cealed bottom compartments intended for valu 
ables and personal items. 
I have illustrated a form of handbag, embody 

ing my invention, in Figs. 1 and 2. The handbag 
illustrated is provided with a cover or Outer mem 
ber which may be fabricated from materials 
well known in the art, viz.: velvet, cord or other 
cloth, leather, plastic film or the like, in the foll 
lowing manner. A suitable piece of the material 
desired is selected and a substantially rectangular 
cover blank is cut therefrom. Two opposite edges 
of this cover blank may be finished by turning 
and stitching a hem 2 along each edge. The 
hemmed blank is then shirred. I prefer to use an 
elastic thread in taking rows 4 of shirring stitches 
parallel to hems 2 in spaced single rows or multi 
row groups. Eight pairs of said rows 4 are shown 
in Figures 1 and 2. The rows 4 adjacent hems 2 
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are spaced therefrom to provide ruffled portions 
3. The edges of the hemmed and shirred blank 
which extend transversely of rows 4, are joined 
by seaming to form an expansible tubular unit 
Which may be flattened. Opposing sides of the 
unit are stitched together by means of a row of 
stitches 5 substantially centered between hems 
2 and concealed by one or more rows 4 to form 
a cover . The row of Stitches 5 is preferably 
taken with elastic thread and completes the 
ruffle-ended expansible member having two op 
positely, OutWardly opening pockets 6 and 7. A 
cover may also be fabricated from a length of 
tubular material by hemming and shirring op 
erations Similar to those already described. 

Fastening means, such as slide fasteners 8 and 
9, are secured in the mouths of pockets 6 and 7 
respectively at the shirred edge of each end ruffle 
for closing the pockets. The end rufiles substan 
tially conceal fasteners 8 and 9. A lining () is 
secured in pocket 6 by the stitches securing slide 
fastener 8 as shown in Fig. 2. A lining is se 
cured in a similar manner in pocket 7 adjacent 
fastener 9. Lining if is provided with an aper 
ture closable by a semi-concealed slide fastener 
2 disposed therein. 
Pocket 6 is intended for the usual class of 

items which a Woman may choose to carry in her 
handbag. Pocket 7 is intended for valuables and 
personal items. For example, personal items 
might be placed in pocket a, and large denomina 
tion currency in space. A detachable hand grip 
f3 is attached to the trolley of fastener 8, for 
identifying the general purpose pocket. 

If appropriate materials are selected for cover 
, a handbag as is illustrated serves as a basic 
item of apparel to which pins or other decora 
tions may be affixed in temporary or permanent 
fashion. The detachable hand grip may be of 
a material and color which harmonize with the 
remainder of the user's costume. 

in the foregoing detailed description and the 
drawing a handbag has been described and illus 
trated, but it is to be understood that, other 
forms of handbags of various sorts may be con 
structed in accordance with this invention and 
the invention is not intended to be limited by 
the foregoing detailed description and the draw 
ing except as set forth in the appended claim. 

Having thus described the invention it will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art that various 
modifications or changes may be made without 
departing either from the spirit or the Scope of 
the invention. Therefore, what I claim as new 
and desire to Secure by Tetters Patent is: 
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A handbag comprising a tubular outer mem 
ber, a row of stitching across said member 
to divide same into a pair of outwardly facing 
pockets, a plurality of spaced rows of elastic 
shirring stitching extending circumferentially of 
Said member and Spaced from the ends thereof 
to form an annular ruffle about the mouth Of 
each pocket and to gather the portion of Said 
member disposed between the gathered edges of 
Said ruffles to provide decorative concealing full 
neSS and Substantial resistance to folding where 
by Said pockets are made expandible, at least one 
of Said Spaced rows of elastic shirring stitching 
being disposed in close Spaced relation to said 
first row of Stitching for concealing same, means 
for closing each pocket, Said means being dis 
posed adjacent the gathered edge of the annular, 
concealing ruffle about the mouth of each re 
Spective pocket, a lining in each of said pockets. 
extending inwardly from the means for closing 
Same, there, being an aperture in at least one of 

4. 
said linings and a closure for said aperture dis 
posed behind the pocket closing means. 
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