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This invention relates to Venetian blinds and
more particularly to the headbox in which the
mechanical actuating means is mounted.

One of the prime objects of the invention is to
design and provide a cover and dust guard for
the open top of the headbox to protect the in-
terior thereof and the mechanism mounted
therein from dust and dirt.

Another object is to provide a simple, practical,
and inexpensive closure means for the open top
of the headbox, and one which can be easily and
quickly applied and/or removed.

A further object is to completely conceal the
hardware and blind operating mechanism from
view, so that blinds mounted in windows directly
adjacent stairways or other places where the
open headbox Is clearly visible, will present a
neat, finished appearance.

Still a further object is to provide a simple,
practical, and economical headbox cover which
can be formed of crowned slat stock, so that it
retains its shape and is easily and quickly applied
and/or removed from the headbox.

A further object is to provide a headbox cover
which is easily inserted in position and which has
sufficient rigidity to spring back to original
crowned straight-line position when flexed.

These and other objects and features of my
invention will appear from the following de-
scription in which reference is made to the ac-
companying figures of the drawing, wherein typi-
cal members embodying my invention are illus-
trated.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary, front-elevational view
of & Venetian blind showing a headbox with my
cover in position thereon.

Fig. 2 is a top plan view, the broken lines show-
ing the cover being removed.

Pig. 3 is an enlarged, transverse-sectional view
taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Conventiional Venetian blinds are adapted to
be mounted in windows or openings where it is
desired to control the admission of light and air
through such opening, and usually comprise a
headbox 8, spaced-apart ladder tapes 9 in which
a plurality of slats 10 are mounted, these slats be-
ing tiltable as the tape is actuated by means of
the actuating mechanism (not shown).

The headbox 8 is usually substantially
U-shaped in cross section as clearly shown in Fig.
3 of the drawing. It is preferably formed of a
light gauge metal, the upper edges being formed
with turned, inwardly projecting flanges 11 which
reinforce and form a guide for the cover mem-
ber {2 which is crowned as shown, and is of ex-
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the ladder tapes and lift cords 9 and i4 respec-
tively, and further sifting into the gears, bear-
ings, and other operating parts (not shown) ; and
this I have overcome in my new construction in
which a cover {2 is provided and forms g closure
for the open top.

The cover 12 can, of course, be formed of any
desired material, but for ease of application, neat
appearance, economy and long life, I have shown
it formed of a single strip of crowned stock, the
corners of which are slightly rounded as at 15
exactly the same as the strips which form the
slats 10 of the conventional blind, and which is
purchased in coil form and then cut to length.

Spaced-apart ears {6 are provided on the
flanges § of the headbox 8, and these are bent
downwardly as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 3
of the drawing, so that when the workman slides
one end of the cover 12 along against the lower
edges of the flanges 11, it readily slides over the
ears {8, the straight-line rigidity of the slat, due
to the crowning, insuring the end readily feeding
over the remaining ears until the cover fully
covers the open top. The fact that the corners
are rounded eliminates snagging ete. and no fussy
precision threading is necessary.

In the present instance I have shown the ears
bent downwardly on the flanges {i; however, it
will be understood that they may be bent up-
wardly, or they may be formed on the edges of
the cover itself without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

From the foregoing desecription, it will be ob-
vious that I have perfected a very simple, prac-
tical, and inexpensive closure for the headbox of
Venetian blinds, which can be easily manufac-
tured and readily applied and/or removed.

What I claim is:

The combination with an elongated metallic
Venetian blind headbox, U-shaped in cross-sec-
tion, open at the top and having inwardly ex-
tending fianges formed integral with the upper
edges thereof, and spaced-apart, depressed tabs
punched in said flanges, of an elongated strip of
metallic, crowned slat material having rounded
corners engageable with said flanges, said slat
being slidable between said tabs and said flanges
to form a closure for the open top of the headbox.
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